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Ent r opy

Epi sode opens on two pairs of feet running through the
graveyard, night. Sound of nbtors running.

Cut out and we see it’s two vanpires running, |ooking
nervously behind them Cut out farther and we see three all-
terrain vehicles chasing the vanpires.

Cut closer to reveal the Geek Trio on the ATVs, holding |ong
stakes |like jousting spears. Warren gives a yell or |augh of
exci tement as the chase conti nues.

WARREN

Ha hal
ANDREW

They’' re getting to the gate!
WARREN

| see it, | see it!

The vanpires continue fleeing. Now we see one of them has
something in his hand: a flat round netallic disk three or
four inches in dianmeter. The CGeeks continue pursui ng.

One vanpire grabs a branch froma passing tree. The branch
breaks off and he throws it at the ATVs.

The branch hits Andrew in the face and he | oses control of
his vehicle. He falls off as Jonathan roars up behind him

Jonat han and Warren swerve to avoid hitting Andrew. Jonat han
si de-swi pes a gravestone, shattering it. He ends up riding
head-on toward Warren. They both stop just in tine but go
tunbling off their vehicles and onto the ground.

Andrew cones | i nping over.

ANDREW
W' re gonna | ose 'em

We see the vanpires still running. They have al nost reached
the wide gate that narks the exit to the cenetery.

Jonat han and Warren get to their feet.

JONATHAN
We need that disk.

The vanpires run through the gate and onto the street, only
to be attacked by Buffy. She hits the first vanp and grabs
the second, but he twi sts out of her grip.



The di sk goes clattering across the pavenent.

The second vanp kicks at Buffy but she bl ocks, hits himand
throws himagainst the gate. He falls to the ground and
Buffy turns to the other vanp.

The Nerd Herd stands wat ching.

WARREN
Wi t .

The fight continues, noves around the gate and out of the
Geeks’ view. Warren noves forward.

The second vanp gets to his feet and prepares to rejoin the
fight. But suddenly he rises up off the ground.

Reveal Spike sitting atop the stone pillar of the gate,
hol di ng the vanpire by the back of his shirt, calmy
wat chi ng Buffy. The vanp struggles ineffectively.

The Ceeks wal k cl oser, carefully.

Buffy has gets the first vanp in a strangle-hold, tryinges
to stake himbut he holds her armoff. Spike continues
wat chi ng and hol di ng the second vanp in the air.

The first vanp gets | oose fromBuffy's hold and hits her.

Warren crawl s across the ground toward the disk. He gets to
it, grabs it. Andrew and Jonathan start to run off, as
Warren follows. Buffy never saw t hem

The first vanp throws Buffy to the ground and reaches for
her throat.

SPI KE
How you doin’ ?

BUFFY
(hol di ng the vanp off)
Oh, fine. You know, sane old sane
ol d.

SPI KE
Here, | could take care of this
guy if you want.

BUFFY
What ever .

Buf fy kicks the first vanp off and flips to her feet.



BUFFY

Your call.
SPI KE
| mean, sure he don’t | ook |ike
much. . .
VAMP 2
Hey!
SPI KE

but 1'd wager he coul d give
you a bit o nasty.

(Buffy kicking Vanp 1)
Save you the staking.

(Buffy throwing Vanp 1

to the ground)
Al'l you gotta do is-

BUFFY
| "amnot telling ny friends
about us.
SPI KE
Right, I'll just be dropping him
down to you then
BUFFY
(still struggling with
Vanp 1)
You wanna tell them so badly? Go
ahead.

She finally manages to get a hand free and stakes the first
vanp. Buffy stands up and wal ks over to the gate, |ooks up
at Spi ke and the still dangling Vanp 2.

BUFFY
You know why? | tried to kill ny
friends, ny sister, last week ...
and guess how nuch they hate ne.
Zero. Zero mnuch.

(shrugs)
So I'’mthinking, sleeping with
you?

( Spi ke | ooki ng annoyed)
They’ Il deal .

She turns to go. Spike lets Vanp 2 go. He falls to the
ground and rushes at Buffy from behi nd.

SPI KE
In that case, why won’t you sl eep
wi th nme again?



Vanp 2 pauses, |ooks back at Spi ke in confusion.

VAMP 2
Huh?

Buf fy turns back, stakes the vanp and gl ares at Spi ke. Turns
agai n and resunes wal ki ng.

BUFFY
(quietly as she wal ks away)
Because | don’t |ove you.
Spi ke | ooks down, pouts.
SPI KE
(to hinself)
Li ke helI.

Cut to Xander’s apartnent. It'’s dimy |lit and very red. Sad
nmusi ¢ plays -- "Sao Paul o Rain" by Tom McRae.

/1 And m dnight graffiti appears on your door//

Pan across to reveal Xander sitting on the floor holding a
bottle of beer. He takes a sip, stares blankly.

/1So we all can sleep safe in our hones//
Xander takes another sip of beer, continues staring blankly.
/1 And the stornms in the distance hold no rain...//

Xander picks up a renote control and pushes a button. The
nmusi ¢ stops. He | ooks around in the silence. CGets up.

He wal ks over to a chair, picks up a jacket and puts it on
as he | eaves the apartnent.

Cut to the front of the building. Xander exits, goes down
t he wal kway toward the street.

Pan over to sonme bushes. W see Anya standi ng behind them
wat chi ng hi m go.

Blend in with a scene by the Sunnydal e Bus Stop. A bus
pulls up to the stop and a person’s feet step out. First
one foot...then the other. The bus drives off.
- VO CE
) (happi I'y)

We pan up to the person standing there.



It’s Steven W ndsor.

STEVEN
(smles)
It’s good to be hone.

Wl f how . Opening credits.

Guest starring Danny Strong, Adam Busch, Tom Lenk, Kal
Rocha, and Anber Benson as Tara. Witten by Drew Z.
Greenberg, directed by Janes A Contner

Act |

Exterior coll ege canpus, day. Students wal ki ng around,
tal ki ng, etc.

Cut to inside hallway. WIIow stands beside a cl assroom door
hol di ng books. Students are wal king out of the classroom

Tara exits the classroom also hol ding books. She doesn’'t
see WIlow, begins walking. WIIlow rushes to intercept her,
smling. WIlow grabs Tara s shoul der.

TARA
Hey!

W LLOW
Hey. Look at you. Al com ng out
of class and everyt hing.
(they continue wal ki ng)

TARA
(smling)
| do that sonetinmes. Usually at
the end part of the cl ass.

W LLOW
Ri ght .
(nervous | augh)

TARA
So how s your, you know, after
t he whol e basenent deal ?
(gesturing at her neck)

W LLOW
(puts hand to her neck)
It’s between a hitch and a kink,
with a side of a tw nge.
( MORE)



W LLOW ( CONT’ D)
It’ s okay.
(smling)

TARA
And Buffy’s okay too? Enjoying
the refreshing sanity and so
forth?
(st ops wal ki ng)

W LLOW
(loud fake | augh)
Ha, yeah! Refreshing san - that’s
funny.
(nore seriously)
She’s okay. Alittle ... freaked.
I’mglad she didn’t hurt you.

TARA
You t oo.

Pause. They resune wal ki ng.
TARA

So, this is becom ng kind of a
regular thing, you and ne after

cl ass.
W LLOW
(nervous)
Uh, | didn't...
TARA
Only this tinme you stuck around.
W LLOW
Uh, um ... various sounds of
hesitation..
TARA

She was just a friend.

W LLOW
(relieved, nervous | augh)
Friends are nice!

TARA
(smles)
You rushed off before |I coul d,
you know, expl ain.



W LLOW
Vwell, officially, | have to say |
have no i dea what you' re talking
about .

TARA
Unofficially?

Tara stop wal king, gives a teasing look. WIllow sn|es

hugely, then cal ns down but still |ooks happy.
W LLOW
W shoul d have sone coffee sone
time.
(nervously)
Uh, maybe sonme day ... this week

after class?

TARA
(small smle)
|"mfree tonorrow

W LLOW
Uh, you could, you could bring
your friend.

TARA
(surprised)
| wasn’t gonna - |-1 mean, if you
have a friend-
W LLOW
No!
(qui ckly)
I'm oh, I-1"mfriendless.
TARA
Yeah, yeah, no friends.
(qui ckly)
-1 nean, | have friends-
W LLOW

Ri ght, many dear friends, yeah.
They both | augh and fi dget nervously.

TARA
(sighing, smling)
Cof f ee.
W LLOW
Wth us. Who are ... just friends.

(bot h noddi ng at each ot her)



Cut to: exterior street mall, day. Lots of people wal king
around, shopping etc.

BUFFY
(Cs) .
kay, how about this onestore?

Long shot of Buffy and Dawn wal ki ng al ong. Buffy points at a
store wi ndow.

DAV
Ah. Three pairs of earrings, a
coin purse and a toothbrush.

BUFFY
(dubi ous)
You stol e a toothbrush.

DAV
(def ensi ve)
A not her- of- pearl handle. Very
fancy.

BUFFY
Yeah, but you stole a toothbrush.
As far as rebellious teenagers
go, you’'re kinda square.

DAV
(smling)
Dental hygiene is inportant.

BUFFY
Quess this was kind of a | ane
sisters’ day out, huh? | nake up
for trying to kill you by taking
you to places you can’t go in.

DAV
No, it’s ny bad. I'’mthe one that
got caught taking stuff.

BUFFY
(noti ci ng sonething
of f screen, pointing)
Hey, how about the pet store? You
didn’t take anything fromthere,
did you?

DAV
A pocketful of goldfish. It
didn’t work out.

Beat. They continue wal ki ng as Buffy stares at Dawn.



DAWN

(1 aughi ng)
No!
BUFFY
(smling)

kay, good. W can go, and we can

| ook at all the puppies.

DAV
(grimaci ng)

AcEhh. It’'s so amful! There’s
puppy mlls, and keeping themin
cages, and, and peopl e poking at

them al | day.
BUFFY

Yeah, but puppies, cute! Cone on,
you used to | ove the pet store.

DAV
Yes, when | was in ny fives and
Si xes.
(sees Buffy | ooking di sappoi nted)
Uh, come on, we’'ll go | ook.
(1 ooki ng around)
Besides, | don’t think there’s
anot her store here where |I can ..
show ny face.
BUFFY
It’ Il pass. You ve returned al
the stuff that you still had, and

we’'re paying for the rest.

DAV
I’ m paying for the rest.

BUFFY
W'l figure it out.

They | ook at each other.

Cut to: close-up of the disk fromearlier. W see that it
has synbols drawn in concentric rings on its surface. It

sits on a table | eaning agai nst a smal
with yellow |iquid.

JONATHAN
(05
Get back.

glass jar filled



10.

Reveal Jonathan sitting by the table holding a glass nortar
and pestle. The table also holds an array of test tubes, and
the requisite arrangenent of curly tubes and jars filled
with liquids of various colors. Warren stands by Jonathan’s
shoul der.

JONATHAN
You don’t want to nmke ne rush
this.
(mxing stuff in the nortar)

WARREN
[’ m not inpressed, padawan. Wen
do we hit pay-dirt?

JONATHAN
| f something goes wong, it’s
gonna surge. .
(Warren pacing to the
ot her side)
...and we’' || be deader than an
ex-girlfriend.

WARREN
(pauses, whirls to
stare at Jonat han)
What did you say?

JONATHAN
(annoyed)
Just let ne work!

WARREN

(playing it cool)
Al right. Al right, you do what
you need to do. You get us to the
goods, and then watch out!

(smles)
It’lls gonna be like ... it'll be
i ke the whole world just spread
open and gave it up for you, man

Jonat han doesn’t | ook thrilled by that. He | ooks up at Warren.

JONATHAN

(quietly)
And then we’'re done, right? W
each take our share and we call

it a day.

WARREN
You that ready to get rid of us?
Huh?
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I n background Andrew appears, pretends to be doi ng sonething
but really is listening in.

WARREN

Don't worry. We pull this off,
you can go buy any tropical
I sl and you want .

(Jonat han still

| ooki ng grim
Aw, cheer up, Short Round. You're
about to get us everything we
ever wanted.

Jonat han still |ooks displeased but he nods and turns back
to the chem stry set. Warren turns away, goes over to Andrew.
WARREN
(quietly)

He’ s al nost done.
(shot of Jonat han wor ki ng)

ANDREW
| sorta feel ... kinda sorry for
hi m

WARREN

(glares at him
That’s a weakness.

ANDREW
(uncertain)
Un ... okay.

WARREN
Look at him
(shot of Jonat han
wor ki ng, frowni ng)

ANDREW
He’s got that sane | ook on his
face, the one he had that tine |
hi ghlighted in his Babylon 5 novels.

Andrew sniles at the nenory, suddenly realizes sonething.

ANDREW
Ri ght before he told his nother
on ne! Warren! | don’t think we

can trust him
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WARREN
We don’t have to. Not for that
much | onger

ANDREW
Is it gonna be that soon?

WARREN
The mlk. In the fridge. How | ong
"til it expires?

ANDREW

Vell, we got it on Friday, and I
renenber noticing that there
wasn’t a full two weeks on it,

(Warren rolling his eyes)
but we did get it in the fridge
pretty quick, unless |’ mthinking
of the two-percent mlk...

WARREN
(annoyed)
Forget it. It was a thing.
(expl ai ni ng)
It’s gonna be soon.

ANDREW
(pretending to get it)
Ch. Wow.

They nod at each ot her.

Cut to Xander’s apartnment, night. Xander enters fromthe
hal | way, cl oses the door behind him turns around, sees
sonet hi ng and st ops.

Reveal Anya sitting at the table. She stands up quickly.

XANDER
Ch ny god.

He wal ks qui ckly toward her. She backs away, tw sting her
hands nervously.

XANDER
How are you?

ANYA
Ducky. You?
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XANDER
(hol di ng out a hand
toward her)
Ahn.
(sighs)
Pl ease. Let ne, uh, explain.

Anya watches him still fidgeting with her hands and | ooki ng
nervous.

XANDER
| know there’s nothing that | can
say or do to make up for what |
did. I can’t. Sometines when |
wake up in the norning, I'mlike,
"oh god, is this nmy life? Was
t hat me?’

ANYA
(softly)
Me too.

XANDER
But you gotta believe ne, please.
| want to make up for it. | want
to take away the hurt.
(smal | sigh)
| love you so much

Anya | ooks touched, seens to be softening up a bit.

XANDER
(enmbarrassed snmle)
I, I may have practiced that a
couple of tines in front of the

mrror.
ANYA
| just ... don’'t understand what
happened.
XANDER
| do. I"man idiot. All I had to

do was say sonething earlier
(Anya | ooks surprised)
| could have spared you fromthat
t hat ni ght mare.

Through this speech Anya begins to frown and | ook hurt agai n.
She backs away a few steps and fol ds her arnms.

ANYA
Sai d sonet hi ng about what ?



XANDER
(makes "uh-oh" face)
No, no! | nmean, you know, if I
were, like, nore ... self-aware.
Bec’ Cause, with the whol e idiot
t hi ng.

ANYA
(arnms still folded, angrily)
I f you had been nore self-aware,
you woul d have what ?
(Xander | ooki ng al ar ned)
Been able to stop the weddi ng?

XANDER
No no, it’s not like that, that’s
not what. ..
(pauses, frustrated sigh)
kay, see, | didn't practice this
part.

ANYA
(firmy)
Do you still want to get married?

Cl ose on Xander’'s face. He hesitates, |ooks unsure. Anya
| ooks upset.

ANYA
(very quietly)

XANDER
Ahn, it’'s a very conplicated
guesti on.

ANYA

(getting teary)
No, actually, it’s really not.
It’s kind of an either-or deal.
Do you want to get married?

XANDER

Sonmeday, yes, very nuch. Wen
we’ re ready.

(Anya | ooking very hurt)
| don’t want you to take this as
a bad thing. It’s good.

(Anya | ooki ng

resi gned, annoyed)
| love you, | love you so nuch
[’mjust trying to be honest with
you.



15.

ANYA
(angry)
Yes, honesty *now.
Congr at ul ati ons, Xander, on being
honest now. | wonder what the
medal will say.

XANDER
(conf used)
kay, clearly I’mnot handling

this well.
ANYA
(yel 1'i ng)
wel |, duh!

She turns away, wal ks a few steps away. Xander wal ks a few
steps toward her. Shot of both with Anya in foreground, her
back to Xander, arns crossed and | ooki ng angry; Xander in
backgr ound.

XANDER
Al I want is for us to be
together. | |ove you., | I

just wish we could Just go back
to the way things were before.

Anya’s face slowly norphs into her denon face.

ANYA
(denon voi ce)
And | wi sh you were never born!

Bl ackout .
Act |1
Exterior shot of Xander’s apartnent buil ding, night.

Cut to inside. Still the sane scene. Anya stands with her
back to Xander, her denon face on, arns fol ded.

XANDER
| know this is all com ng out w ong.

Anya nor phs back into human face, frowning in confusion. She
turns around to | ook at Xander.

ANYA
~ (angry) ,
| wish you felt the pain of a
t housand searing pokers boiling
your heart in its own juices!



XANDER
| know, honey. | totally deserve
t hat .

ANYA
(conf used)
Il ... I wish you had tentacles
where your beady eyes shoul d be!
| wish your intestines were tied
in knots and ripped apart inside
your | ousy gut!

XANDER
(sadly)
They are.
ANYA
(hopef ul)
Real | y?

(Xander nods)
Ri ght now? Does it hurt?

XANDER
God, yes. It hurts so bad it’s
killing me. Anya ... | |love you,
| want to nake this work.
ANYA
(annoyed)

Those are netaphor intestines!
You're not in any real pain!
What’s wong with nme?

XANDER
No, honey, it’s not you, it’s ne.
That -

ANYA

(frustrated)
Chh!'!

She shoves past himand goes stormng toward the door.

XANDER
Ahn! Ahn! Wait. Pl ease.

Anya yanks the door open and exits. Xander goes to the door
and stands in the doorway, |ooking down the hall at her.

XANDER
Ahn!



HALFREK VO CEOVER
So there was no child support in,
i ke, eleven years..

Cut to: a restaurant, day. Halfrek and Anya sit at a table.
Hal frek holds a coffee cup. Anya is fiddling with a yell ow
flower, not really listening to Hal frek.

HAL FREK
...not a single check, so now,
every tinme he picks up a piece of
paper that isn't a check for the
chi | d? Paper cut.

Hal frek | aughs cheerfully. Anya is oblivious.

HAL FREK
| nmeanCh, you know how | hate to
toot my own horn ... but now his

hands are just covered in all
these tiny little bandages.

(smling)
Like a quilt.
(chuckl es)

You know, nade of bandages.

Hal frek | ooks over at Anya, finally notices that she isn’t
payi ng attention. Anya | ooks up.

ANYA
= 1111

HAL FREK
kay, dido they not teach
listening skills in Human Worl d?
(puts down coffee cup)

ANYA
["’msorry. | know.
(puts the flower back
into its vase on the table)
I’ mjust distracted.

HAL FREK
What, about this thing with
Xander? Don’t worry, you’ |
figure out a way to-

ANYA
No, that’s just it, I’ve tried
everything. | tried every curse

knew, nothing’ s worked.

17.
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HAL FREK
Wait. Did you try to curse him
your sel f ?

ANYA

Vell, yYeah, | amthe w onged
party here, of course |-

HAL FREK
You can’t exact justice against
soneone on behal f of yourself,
silly!
(1 aughs)
How | ong have you been away?

ANYA
| haven’t been scorned by a nan
in, like, a thousand years. |
never had to nmake a wi sh for
nysel f. There has to be sonme way
around that.

HAL FREK
vell ...
(t hi nks)
You could try getting soneone to
make the wi sh for you. | suppose.

Anya stares at her, contenplating this. A very snmall snmle
appears on her face.

Cut to: exterior Sumrers house, day.

Cut to the kitchen. Dawn wal ks in and stares at the kitchen
i sl and.

DAV
Uh ... did we open a chain?

Cl ose shot on the island set with two place settings, bow s
of fruit, four bottles of syrup.

Reveal Buffy standing by the stove hol ding a spatula and
frying pan. Several cereal boxes |lined up on the counter.

DAVWN
Are we the Internati onal House of
sonet hi ng?

BUFFY

Nope. Got up early, and it felt

| i ke a breakfast kind of norning.
( MORE)



Buf fy pauses,
boxes.

BUFFY ( CONT’ D)
(puts pancakes from
the pan onto a plate)
kay, what kind of syrup do you
want on your pancakes?

DAV
(del i ght edamazed)
Syrups have ki nds?

BUFFY

Oh! Al so, you know, | was
t hi nki ng,

(turns away to put the

pan in the sink)
after the mall yesterday, maybe
we, we shouldn’t go out tonight,
you know, nmaybe we could stay in
and, uh,

(taking toast fromthe toaster)
oW ... um you know, get a pizza,
or, uh, rent a novie?

DAV
um ..

BUFFY

(putting plateful of

toast on the island)
Also, | didn't know if, you know,
i f you had plans this weekend,

(turns to grab the

cereal boxes)
but | thought, nmaybe we coul d...

DAV
Hey, Buffy?

| ooking at Dawn, with a | arge arnful

DAVWN
(quietly)
|’ m gonna be okay with the
basenent thing. Really. You
weren’t you

BUFFY
(quietly)
This isn’t guilt. I want us to
spend tine.
DAV

kay. Good. | l|ove spending time-

19.

of cereal



BUFFY
(realizing)

But |1’ m cranpi ng your teenage style.

DAVWN
NO-
BUFFY
Yes, | am
(al ar ned)

|’ mthe enbarrassi ng nom who
tries too hard. Wien did this
happen?

DAV
(smling)

No, you're not, it’s not that,
it’s just ... what if, instead of
you hangi ng out with ne, ? mvaybe

coul d hang out with you.

Buf fy stares blankly, not getting it.

DAWN

Way don’t | come patrolling with
you tonight?

BUFFY

Oh. And then? Maybe we can invite
over some strangers and ask them
to feed you candy.

DAV
Vel |, you guys went out patrolling
every ni ght when you were ny age.
BUFFY
True ... but technically, you're

one-and-a-hal f.

Dawn gi ves her

pat ent ed adol escent dirty exasperated | ook.

BUFFY
See, | thought a little levity
m ght ... but okay, also no.
DAV
I just ... | just think | could
hel p.
BUFFY

[
in

m sure you could. But it’s a
ttl e nore dangerous than | had
m nd.

20.
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DAVWN
But --
BUFFY
Dawn., | work very hard to keep

you away fromthat stuff. Okay, |
don’t want you around danger ous
things that can kill you.

DAV
Whi ch woul d be a perfectly
reasonabl e argunent, if ny sister
was chosen to protect the world
fromtax audits? But, see, ny

sister is you, and ... dangerous
things that want to kill me seem
to find ne.

BUFFY
But you don’t need to go | ooking

for them
Beat. Dawn gives Buffy a pl eadi ng | ook.

BUFFY
Now eat up. You're gonna be late
for school

Buffy turns back to the stove. Dawn sighs quietly and sits
down.

Cut to: the Espresso Punp, day.

TARA
(08) . .
kay, wait, it was under her w g?

Pan across various custoners to reveal Tara and WI I ow
sitting at a table with cups of coffee. Both smiling as
Wllowtells the story of the old I ady in episode "Double
Meat Pal ace. "

W LLOW
Vell, it was this thing, it just
canme out frominside her head.
TARA
That’ s disgusting! Wat did it
| ook |ike?
W LLOW
Vell, let’s put it this way, if |

wasn’'t gay before...



As they gaze

22.

TARA

(1 aughi ng)
God, and this was *after* the
i nvisible ray?

W LLOW
Yep.

TARA
kay, |I’mgone for a coupl e of
nont hs-. ..

W LLOW

Oh, did 1 tell you about the
denon eggs?

TARA
See, now, now | know you’re just
trying to nake ne jeal ous.

W LLOW
(grinning)
So, what, no rollicking adventures
in the dorns?

TARA
(qui eter)
Mn it’s not the sane. It’s not
like living with a house full of
famly, or sharing a roomwth
soneone you. .

W LLOW
...are friends wth?

at each other, Anya wal ks up.

ANYA
Hi .

W LLOW
Oh ny god. You’' re back.
(hugs Anya)

TARA
W' ve been so worri ed.
ANYA
Yeah, sorry. | just needed to,
you know ... | couldn’t stay here.
Not after ... everything that

happened.



TARA
No, no no, we, we totally
under st and.

W LLOW
But, you' re back now, r. Right?
ANYA
It’s conplicat ed.
(sits)
You know, and there’s a lot to
deal wth.
W LLOW
Vell, if there’ s anything we can
do, just let us-
ANYA
Actually ... um... there is an

eensy sonething | could use a
little help with. You're

| esbi ans, so the hating of nen
will conme in handy.

WIllow and Tara | ook at each other in puzzlenent.

ANYA
(cheerfully)
Let’s tal k about Xander.

Cut to: Magic shop, day. C ose on Dawn.

DAVWN
He feels awful.

Reveal Anya faci ng Dawn.

ANYA
You think it’s anywhere close to
what | feel?

DAV
No, but -

ANYA
VWhat if it were you, Dawn? What
if ... all you dreamed about was

t hat magi cal day?
( MORE)
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ANYA ( CONT’ D)
(Dawn | ooki ng chasti sed)
The day when the one person you
|l oved with all your soul would
prom se to cherish and protect
your heart for the rest of his
life, but instead he shatters it
into a mllion jagged pieces?

Cut back to the coffee shop.

TARA
Vell, it’s, it’s not really so
much about hating the nen.
W LLOW
We're nore centered around the ..
(sm rking)

girl on girl action.
(Tara grinning)

ANYA
And nen really like to watch that
kind of stuff, don’t they? Men
i ke Xander.

Cut to: exterior Sumrers house, day. Anya and Buffy stand on
the front porch, |eaning against the two pillars on either
side of the door, facing each other.

BUFFY
| don’t think he could feel any
Wor se.

ANYA
Let’s test that theory.

BUFFY
Anya, Xander’s ny friend. | know
what he did was wong, and ... if
it had happened to nme, |’d-

ANYA

(hopeful l'y)

W sh his penis would expl ode?
Cut back to the nagic shop

DAV
| never use that word anynore.

ANYA
Coagul at e?
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DAV
Wi -s-h.

ANYA
Oh, wish! As in '|I wi sh Xander-’

DAV
Ri ght! That word. There’'s
vengeance denons out there that
are still active, renmenber? Any
"l wish’ could totally end in
horri bl e grossness.

ANYA
G me a for-instance?

Cut to the Summers porch.

BUFFY
| don't really think I should.

ANYA
Did | nention the whole 'left at
the altar’ thing? Didn't |eave
that out, did I?

BUFFY
No.
(shakes head)
Look, I - | know what he did was
wrong. God, if it happened to ne,
| ... I-1, it nust have been
torture.

ANYA
(excited)
kay! Let’s tal k about torture!

Cut to the magi c shop. Dawn | ooks very dubi ous.

ANYA
So. Tell ne nore about wi shing
Xander’s guts brains and brains
guts woul d go bl ooey.

DAV
| didn’t say that.
ANYA
Yes you did.
DAV

No | didn't.
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ANYA
| heard you.
DAV
| swear, | didn’t say that.
ANYA
Didn't say what?
DAV
Un... | just saw you were back

and wanted to talk to you about
wor ki ng of f mny debt.

(nervous chuckl e)
You know, ny whol e sticky-
fingers, grabby-hands thing?

ANYA
Oh, right, the mad thieving!
Good, yes, there 's nmuch to do.
(mock stern)
|’ m gonna put you to work, m ssy!

Anya gives a fake |augh. Dawn continues to | ook dubi ously at
her .

ANYA
So, back to Xander’'s brains and
guts. ..

Cut to the Summers porch. Now Anya and Buffy are sitting on
t he step.

ANYA

Squi sh squi sh squi sh! GQuys have
been runni ng roughshod over you
for years.

(Buf fy noddi ng,

pouting, reluctantly agreeing)
Torturing that perky little
ticker. Aren’t you sick of it?
Don’t you wi sh guys |ike that-

BUFFY
Whoa. Quys? There have only been
four - three! Three! Three guys.
That’ s barely plural.

ANYA
And didn’t each of themrip your
heart out? Don’t men |ike that,
as to pick an exanple, Xander,
deserve to be puni shed?
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Cut to the coffee shop.

W LLOW
Wl |, Xander is a guy, so ..
(Tara | ooki ng confused)
it’s kinda not the surprise that
he likes to watch ... girls ...
Way are we tal king about this?

ANYA
(annoyed)
W' re conforting nel!
TARA
Wll, I-1 guess it’s ... natural

for guys to be interested in-

ANYA
God! What kind of |esbians are
you?! If you love nmen so much, go
| ove nen!

Anya junps up and grabs her to-go coffee cup, storns off.

Cut to the Summers porch. Anya has stood up there too and
started to stormoff.

BUFFY
Anya, | know you’'re hurting, but-

ANYA
What ? Xander doesn’'t deserve to
suffer for what he did 'cause
he’s your friend. A and |’ m not,
right? | get it.

BUFFY
No. That’s not what |’ m saying at
all. What he did was wong. He
knows t hat.

ANYA
(upset)
It just, it hurts. He hurt nme so
much.

BUFFY

(gets up)
He really did.

(puts hand on Anya’s arnmn
Look, I-1 wish that...



XANDER
(Cs)
Anya?

Xander wal ks up. Buffy and Anya | ook at him

ANYA
(angry) ,
Vel |, congratul ations. They al
still love you. Even after what

you did to ne.
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She starts to wal k off. Xander starts to follow, but Buffy

grabs him
XANDER
Anya, wait...
BUFFY
Okay. Not, not crazy about that
i dea.
XANDER
What are you doing? | have to go
after her.
BUFFY

O, in the land of the sane, you
coul d give her sone space, |et
her cool down.

XANDER
(frustrated)
That’ s not Proactive Quy.

(paci ng)
That’s Sit-Around-And ... Watch-
TheRest - of - Your - Li f e- To- Tur n- To-
Crap Quy.

As Xander paces, we get a shot of the tree on the front
There are a few straggly plants around the tree’s base,
alittle ceram c garden gnone nestled anong the pl ants.

BUFFY
True, uh, but at |east Crap CGuy
gets to keep all of his appendages.

XANDER
And |’ m supposed to what ? Wal k
away ?
(Buffy | ooki ng synpat heti c)
That shouldn’t be too hard. It’s
what |’ mgood at, right?

| awn.
and



Xander

kicks out in frustration, smashing the garden gnone.

BUFFY

kay, see, that’'s exactly why a
heart-to-heart is probably not
your best course of action right
NOW.

(Xander still pacing)
When you’ re both angry and upset
and ... what the hell is that
creepy little thing doing in ny
yard?

Buf fy wal ks forward, | ooking down at the bits of gnone.

Xander

| ooks at them too.

BUFFY
Did WIlow put that there when I
was dead? 'Cause if | had known,
| would have crawl ed out of the
grave sooner to-

XANDER
Buf fy.

They both kneel beside the gnone’s head. W can clearly see
atiny canera inside it. Xander picks it up.

BUFFY
Ch ny god.

XANDER
Looks |i ke soneone’ s been keepi ng
an eye on all your ins and outs.

BUFFY
What t he who?
XANDER
Well, now, let’'s see. Wo's

obsessed with Buffy? Who likes to
hang out in ther yard and keep an
eye on her? Who’s in love with
you and not getting any?

Buf fy | ooks grim

Cut to:

cl ose-up of a hand hol ding the canera.

SPI KE
What’s this?

W see that we're in Spike's crypt. Spike is holding the
camera up to look at it as Buffy stands confronting him

29.



BUFFY
It’s a canera.

SPI KE
Yeah, | got that part. Why am|
holding it?

BUFFY

Someone was using it to spy on ne.
On the ny house.

(Spi ke frowning)
Xander thinks it’s you.

SPI KE
Oh, the great Xander thinks so!
Shudder gasp! It nust be true!

BUFFY
Spi ke - -

SPI KE
That ponce has always had it for
nme. Every chance he gets, he
sticks it-

He pauses, |ooking at Buffy.

SPI KE
(out raged)
You believe him don’t you? You
think I was spying on you.

Buf fy doesn’t answer.

SPI KE
You think | could do that?.

BUFFY
Because you don’t lie or cheat or
steal or manipul ate. ..

Spi ke gives her back the canera.

SPI KE

(quietly)
| don’t hurt you.
He wal ks a few steps away.

BUFFY
| know.
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SPI KE
No, you don’t. I’ve tried to nake
it clear to you, but you won’t
see it.
(pauses)
Sonet hi ng happened to nme. The way
| feel ... about you ... it’s

different. NAnd no matter how
hard you try to convince yourself
it isnt, it’'s real.

BUFFY
| think it is.
Beat. He | ooks at her.
BUFFY

For you.
She turns to wal k away. Spi ke | ooks hurt.

Buf fy pauses by the door, turns back.

BUFFY
| know that’s not what you want
to hear. I'"'msorry. | really am

But, Spi ke, you have to nopbve on.
You have to get over-

SPI KE
(softly)
Cet out.

Buffy | ooks grim turns and | eaves.

Cut to: magi c shop. Anya stands behind the counter talKking
to Halfrek, who is on the other side of the counter sitting
on a stool.

ANYA
No! They’'re all, ’oh, poor Xander!
It took so nmuch out of him al
that running away he did.!’
just don’t understand what’s
wrong with these people.

HAL FREK
Did you really think they were
t he ones who woul d hel p you?

ANYA
Vell, but-



HAL FREK
Do you want retribution, Anyanka?

ANYA
| want Xander good and cursed.

HAL FREK
Then you know what you have to do.

ANYA
Get a wish from soneone who
doesn’t freaking |love him

HAL FREK
Exactly.

ANYA
Yeah, but ny social circle is a
little limted here. What am |
supposed to do, just stunble upon
sonmeone who doesn’t give a fig's
ass if Xander gets hurt?

The bell over the magi c shop door jingles as Spike enters.
He sl ans the door shut and strides toward Anya.

SPI KE
Hey. | need a thing.
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Zoomin on Anya as she gazes speculatively at him Bl ackout.

Act |11
Sanme scene. Hal frek and Anya | ooki ng at Spi ke.

ANYA
So. What’ s your pleasure?

SPI KE
Fresh of out of pleasure. That'’s
why |’ m here.
(sighs)
| need sonething. Nunbing spell,
maybe.

ANYA
(fake smle)
Uh huh. Hang on.

Hal frek smles and gets up as Anya wal ks to the end of the
counter. Halfrek noves that way too so they can talk

privately. W see that Anya is wearing a red skirt, matching

red tank-top, and matching red cardigan.
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(quietly, smling)
Oh ny God. Spi ke *hat es* Xander.
Maybe | could get himto wi sh ..
dammt, if only he were a woman.

(t hi nks)
Got it! If I can sonmehow get
sonmeone to wi sh that Spike were a
wonman, then | could go to him -
well, he’d be a her by then -
then I could go to her and get

her to-

HAL FREK
Anyanka. There’s an easier way.
Now, | know you have this whol e

femal e- power, Take Back the Ni ght
thing, I think that’s cute. But
|’ ve been telling you for

decades - nmen need a little
vengeance now and then, too.

ANYA
Ch.
(1 ooks over at Spike)

HAL FREK
Maybe this is your a good chance
totry it out.

Hal frek gives a cheerful little wave at Spi ke and heads for
t he door.

HAL FREK
Good luck with that. Ta-tal

She | eaves. Anya sniles nervously at Spike.
SPI KE

Sorry to bust up the little
girls’” night out.

ANYA
(wal ki ng toward hin
That’s okay. |’mready to do sone
busi ness.
SPI KE

Ri ght then. Got sonething that’|
dull the ache a bit?

33.
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ANYA
(smling)
Actual ly, vyes.
(wal ks back behind the counter)
Un Gles left a couple of
supplies here, and | think ..
this m ght help.

She bends over, begins runmagi ng in the cabinet under the
cash register

ANYA
Eases the hurt ... makes the sun
shine a little brighter
(Spi ke frowning)
even nakes boring people seem
nore interesting. Ah. Here.

She produces a bottle of Jack Daniels whiskey and puts it on
the counter-top with a cl ank.

Spi ke grins.

Cut to: close shot on a table strewn with vari ous col ored
wires. The canera fromthe garden gnone sits there with
several wires attached. A hand attaches another wire to it.
W see a |aptop conputer next to the canera.

Pan up to reveal Buffy sitting at the other end of the table.
The location is the Summers dining room

BUFFY
How s it com ng? Can you see
who' s getting the canera’s signal?

Reveal WIllow sitting in front of the conputer. Xander
stands beside the table.

W LLOW
Shoul d have sonet hi ng once | get
tapped into the fiber-optic
network. W’ re gonna use the
feedback relay to, uh, get their
signal routed into our system

XANDER
kay, if it’s not Spike, and
[’m’m 1’ mnot saying | believe
him ... but if it’s not Spike, I

t hi nk we al ready know who’ s
behi nd this.
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W LLOW

(typing)
Makes sense.

BUFFY

(grimy)
| want. To find. These guys.

Cut to: the Geek Trio Lair. Geen, blue, yellow liquids
bubble in the chem stry set. Jonathan lights a red candle on
the table next to the chem stry stuff. Warren and Andrew

st and wat chi ng.

W see that there’s an old map spread out on the floor a few
feet away. Jonathan holds a short wooden rod with the nagic
di sk attached to the end of it. He positions it in front of
the candl e and sprinkles some powder over the disk.

Cl ose shot on the disk as the powder makes it gl ow red- hot
and give off purple snoke.

JONATHAN
Uncover.

A beam of purple |ight shoots fromthe candle, through the
di sk, and onto the map. We see that the nap is | abeled "Mp
of Sunnydale.” The light |ands on a single point on the map.

JONATHAN
There. That's it. That’'s where we
have to go.

WARREN
Vel l, now that we’ve found out
where we’ re supposed to go-

Suddenly the map bursts into flane where the beam of I|ight
is touching it. They all vyell.

JONATHAN
Yah!

Jonat han screans and runs off.

Cut to: magic shop, night. Spike is sitting on the stoo
besi de the counter, Anya still standing behind the counter.
They both have shot gl asses and are in the process of

dri nki ng the shots.

SPI KE
(angrily)
So then, this girl says, "rea
for you ."



ANYA

Ri ght. But getting back to Xander..

SPI KE
(scornful)

Xander. Let’s not waste any nore

breath on that wanker

ANYA

But he nade a fool of nme. And
nobody seens to care enough to do

anyt hi ng!
SPI KE

| care. What he done to you,?
|’ ve never stooped that |ow, and

l’man "evil, soulless thi
(bitterly)
Accordi ng to sone peopl e.

ANYA

ng.’

But shouldn’t he pay? Don’t you

wi sh he had to pay in sone

horri bl e way?

SPI KE
Absol utely.

Spi ke picks up the whi skey bottle and his shot glass, turns

to wal k over to the round table in the

SPI KE

m ddl e of the room

Take himon nyself, if it wasn't

for ny little handi cap.

(gesturing at his head)

Anya cones out from behind the counter,

ANYA
Ri ght .
(sits)

bri ngi ng her gl ass.

So ... hypothetically, what do
you wi sh you could do to hinf

(Spi ke pouring fresh

shots for both of themn

SPI KE

You nane it, pet. You're the

wronged party. Sonet hi ng,
(lifts his gl ass)
gruesone, how ’bout ?

uh. .

36.
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Spi ke drinks. Anya maintains her fake-cheerful smile, drinks
al so.

Cut to: Ceek Trio lair. Andrew and Warren are stonpi ng on
the fire trying to put it out. Jonathan runs in with a fire
ext i ngui sher.

Warren grabs a bl anket off the sofa and tosses it on the
fire trying to snother it. He and Andrew conti nue stonping.

JONATHAN
Hey! That’s ny bl anket!
WARREN
Vel |, nakes sense, it was your fire.

Behi nd Warren’s head we see a red |light-bulb suddenly Iight up.

Cut to: Summrers dining room WIlow still working on her
| apt op.

W LLOW
Hey hey, | think |I’ve got sonething.

Buf fy and Xander, now both sitting, |ook over at her.

Cut to nmagi c shop. Spike and Anya sit facing each other on
t he bench next toat the round table. Anya gestures wildly
with the bottle. She has renoved her cardi gan sweater and
now just wears the red tank top over her red skirt.

ANYA
(angrily)
Thing about it is, none of this
was ny idea.
(di sgust ed)
| didn’t ask to be human.
(pouri ng)

SPI KE
Right! And I didn't ask for this
bl oody chip in ny head.

ANYA
To tell you the truth
(puts bottle down)
all 1 wanted was to use him and
lose him | hadn’t had a good
tunble in a thousand years..
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SPI KE
(grinning)
Me too. The using part. | just

wanted to know what | was
m ssi ng, nove on.

ANYA
(maudl i n)
Yeah ... and he was ... all bunpy
in the right places. And nice

to me. ..
She trails off, |ooking wistful. Spike |ooks the sane way.

SPI KE
(softly)
She was so raw. N ’'ve never felt
anything like it.

ANYA
Next thing you know ... I'm
changing to please him
(alittle nore upset)
| care if he cares!

SPI KE
(noddi ng)
Ri ght .

ANYA
And I'’moff my guard. Happy! |I'm
singing in the shower and doi ng
ny sexy dance?!

SPI KE
Exactly.
(pauses)
| ... have no dance.

He | ooks sternly at Anya as if to make sure she’'s buying it.
She nods, but frowns a little.

Cut back to the dining room WIIlow continues typing.

BUFFY
Talk to me, WII.

W LLOW
Technol ogy’ s pretty sophi sti cat ed,
| ot s of booby traps and firewall
stuff...

( MORE)



W LLOW ( CONT’ D)
(shot of the screen
showi ng a "radar"
di agram of concentric circles)

BUFFY
But can you get us a |location?
W LLOW
Vell, hey, I'"'mstill me. Just
one - whoa.
BUFFY
What ?
W LLOW

There are other caneras.
Cut back to Magic Box. Anya is now sitting on the table.

ANYA
Screw 'em

SPI KE
To the raftersl!

They clink their glasses together and drink.
ANYA

| did everything for that nan.
Was it ever enough?

SPI KE

Never !
(sl urred)

| was al ways goi ng above and
beyond. | saved the Scoobi es how
many tines? And | can’'t stand the
| ot of you.

ANYA
Me either! | hate us! Everybody’s

SO0 *nice.* Nobody ever says
what’s on their mnd.

SPI KE
You do. That’s why you' re the
only one of themI| wouldn't bite
if I had the chance.

ANYA
(gi ggl es, pleased)
Real | y?

39.



Anya sni | es,
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SPI KE

Absol utely. | have nothing but
respect for a woman who is
forthright. Drusilla was al ways
straightforward. Didn’t have a
si ngl e buggering clue about what
was going on in front of her,

(Anya giggling)
but she was strai ght about it.
That’ s a virtue.

ANYA
Mm Xander didn’t think so. He
t hought | was rude.

SPI KE
(I'i ke "duh)
That’ s because he’s one of them
Uptight. Repressed.
(makes "uptight™”
gesture with one finger)

ANYA
(frowni ng)
You t hi nk?
SPI KE

Pl ease. It’s no wonder they
couldn’t deal with the Iikes of
you and ne, luv. W shoul d have
been dead hundreds of years ago
... and we’re the only ones who
are really alive.

gazing down at him He |ooks up at her. They

both smle at each other.

Cut to the dining room On Wllow s | aptop screen we can see
a tiny imge of the exterior of the Doubl e-Meat Pal ace.

W LLOW
Ch ny god, Tthe Doubl e Meat
Pal ace?
(i mage changes)
The Bronze? My cl assroons on
canpus. ..

Cl ose on the screen showi ng an overhead shot of a UC
Sunnydal e hal I way. Then it changes to an inage of a deserted
construction site.



W LLOW
(05)
Xander’'s site...
(Xander | ooking surprised)

BUFFY
What ?!

XANDER
They’ ve been spying on all these
pl aces?

W LLOW

| can tell there are nore feeds,

I, 1"mjust having a harder tine

pi npointing 'em Here, leme...
(typing)

Cut back to Magic Box. Anya is sitting on a chairthe bench
again, closer to Spike than before. The bottle is nearly
enpty. Spike picks it up with a sigh, pours the last of it
into one shot gl ass.

SPI KE
Her e.
(pi cks up gl ass, holds
it toward her)
Ladi es | ast.

ANYA
(gazing sentinmental ly
at him
Thank you.

SPI KE
Take it quick or ny chivalry’l
run out.

ANYA
No ...
(puts her hand on Spi ke’ s)
t hank you.

Spi ke frowns a little, puts the glass down, noves a little
cl oser to her.

ANYA
This is the first tinme since ...
(shrugs)
It feels good to be with soneone
who under st ands.



SPI KE
(softly)
Intimately.
(sighs)
ANYA
This whole tinme, |’ve been com ng
on all ... hell- bent and nad.

Wanting his head, you know?

SPI KE
Yeah.
ANYA
When, really, | ...
(tearfully)
can’t sleep at night, thinking ...
it ... has to be ny fault,
sonmehow. . .
SPI KE
(shakes his head)
Shh. ..
ANYA
(crying)

VWhat if it was just pretending?
What if he never really wanted ne
the way I wanted hinf

She snaps out of it alittle, shakes her head.

ANYA
Ch, god. I'msorry.

SPI KE
Now now.

Spi ke gently brushes sone hair out of Anya’'s face,
her cheek in his hand.

SPI KE
He woul d have to be nore than
just the git he is, Anya. He'd
have to be deaf, dunb and blind
not to want a woman |i ke you.

ANYA
(whi spers)
Then why?

42.

t hen cups
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SPI KE
(1 ooks away, sadly)
The two of them ... they re weak,
is all.
(pauses)
But, I'lIl tell you what, though

(conti nues stroking

Anya’ s face)
They’I'l, uh,re going to mss the
wat er now that the well’s gone dry.

Now Spi ke has his fingers under Anya’s chin and she | eans
her face into his hand.

ANYA

(quietly)
Too hot to handl e.

SPI KE
Too hot . ..

He | eans forward, very close. Leans his forehead agai nst hers.

ANYA

Un... just-just one nore question.
SPI KE

Hm P
ANYA

(very softly)
Can | see your sexy dance?

SPI KE
(small grin)
[’11 show you mine..

He noves as if to kiss her.
ANYA
Wait. Wait.
(very soft whisper)
What are we doi ng?

SPI KE
Movi ng on.

They ki ss passionately.

Cut to the dining room
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W LLOW
Here, | think there are a couple
nore transmtters on the network,
| just ... uccgh, |I’ve al nost got

a picture on 'em

Cut back to Magi c Box. Spike and Anya still kissing. Then
she pushes back a little.

ANYA
You know I’ monly doing this
"cause I'm ... I'mlonely and
drunk and you ... snell really good.

SPI KE
See? Forthright.

She grins and nods, and they resunme ki ssing.

Cut to: Ceek Lair. The red light continues flashing, now
acconmpani ed by a |l oud al arm noi se. The geeks | ook over in
al arm

WARREN
Ahh!

ANDREW
It tapped into our feed,
sonet hing’ s wrong!

They all run toward the bank of conputers al ong one wall.

Cut back to Magi c Box. Kissing continues as Anya clinbs onto
Spi ke’s lap, straddling him He pushes his hands up
underneath her red bl ouse shirt and pushes the bl ouse shirt
up, revealing a black bra.

Cut back to the Lair. The geeks still racing for the
conmputers. Jonathan still holds the fire extinguisher.

Cut back to Magi c Box. Spike sweeps a pile of stuff
(including the enpty liquor bottle) off the table with one
arm Then retreats out of shot so all we see is the bare
tabl e. Then Spi ke’ s hands place Anya on the table, now
wearing just her black bra and short red skirt. She lies
back on the table panting.

Then Spi ke noves on top of her, between her |egs. They
resunme Ki ssing.

Cut to the dining room

W LLOW
| think 1’ve got the Magi c Box.
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She continues typing and | ooki ng at the screen.

W LLOW
Whoa!

She stands up quickly, staring at the screen.

Cut to Geek Lair. Close on the nultiple keyboards sitting on
the table, multiple hands typing frantically.

WARREN
(CED .
Shut it down, shut it *all* down!

Shot of the nonitors with various wi ndows fl ashing
chaotically across the screens.

ANDREW
I’mtrying, | can't find--

JONATHAN
(reachi ng across
Warren to Andrew s keyboard)
Her e, dorkface--

ANDREW
["11 get it myself--

WARREN
@Quys, we have to - oh, holy crap.

They all freeze, staring at one nonitor.

Cl ose on the nmonitor showing a full-color view of Spike and
Anya having sex on the table in the Magi c Box.

The geeks stare, dropping their hands fromthe keyboards.

JONATHAN
Ch ny god.

WARREN
What is that, p-porn?

We get anot her shot of the screen as the action heats up,
t he ki ssing beconmes nore frantic.

JONATHAN
Ch ny god.

WARREN
Is that the camin the Magi c Box?
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JONATHAN
Ch ny god.

ANDREW
VWhat are they ... ohh.

WARREN
I's that--

JONATHAN
Spi ke.

ANDREW

(riveted)

He is so cool
(gl ances at the
ot hers, sel f-consciously)

And, | mean, the girl is hot too.
WARREN
(shaki ng his head)
Dude.

They all continue to watch intently.

Cut to Magic Box. The kissing and such continues. Pan over
to a nearby display case where a human skull is sitting. The
canmera in its eye is clearly visible. (sane skull-cam shown
in episode "Life Serial")

Cut to dining room Buffy and Xander, alarnmed by WIlow s
reaction, get up and cone over to |look at the screen.

W LLOW
Xander, don’t | ook--Wit, Xander,
no.
XANDER
(1 ooks)
Ch, god.

Buffy stares at the screen, |ooks over at Xander, back to
t he screen.

Cl ose on the screen. It’s nmonochrone unlike the CGeeks’
setup, but the inmage of Spike and Anya kissing and withing
on the table is quite clear.

Shot of Buffy and Xander both watching in horror. Sound of a
door openi ng.

Dawn enters through the front door, closes it, sees the
others in the dining roomand wal ks that way.
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DAV
Hey guys. What’s up?

Dawn wal ks over to themas Buffy and Xander are staring at
the screen and Wl low staring at them Dawn | ooks at the
screen and gasps. WIIlow quickly puts her hand over Dawn’s
eyes.

W LLOW
Whoa, whoa, whoa.

XANDER
| ... what is she...

Wl ow | ooks at Xander with concern, then at Buffy. C ose on
Buf fy | ooking, if anything, even nore upset than Xander.
Cl ose on the screen as the action continues.

W LLOW
Buf fy?

Dawn and WI Il ow stare at Buffy.

BUFFY
That’ s enough.

Buffy stornms out. WIIlow and Dawn exchange a | ook.
Xander wal ks off in a daze. WIIlow snaps out of it, alittle.

W LLOW
(sits)
Here, leme just...
(typing)

Shot of Buffy’s back as she heads toward the kitchen and the
back door.

W LLOW
You know, we, we aren’t even
really sure what we’'re just
seeing here, there could be
sonet hi ng-

Dawn rolls her eyes, follows Buffy.

W LLOW
There, got it.

Sound of a door closing (back door) and one opening (front
door). WIIlow | ooks up, realizes she’s al one.
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W LLOW
Xander ?

She gets up and goes to the foyer, finds the front door
standi ng w de open.

WIllow goes into the living room sees sonething. Zoomin on
her face | ooki ng upset.

Zoomin on the weapons chest that Xander nade for Buffy
(epi sode "A der and Far Away"). Its lid is open and the
weapons are in disarray.

Cut to the street. Xander wal ks al ong, wal king fast with a
grimlook on his face. Pan down to reveal the short-handl ed
axe in his hand.

Bl ackout .
Act |V

Open on the Sunmers back yard, night. Buffy sits in one of
t he wooden | awn chairs, staring blankly. Dawn stands near by,
her arns fol ded across her chest.

DAV
So. This is it? This is the stuff
you’ ve been protecting nme fronf
You and Spi ke?

BUFFY

And a | ot of nonsters.
DAVWN

Uh- huh.
BUFFY

But it’s over.
(Dawn sitting in the
ot her chair)

Spi ke.

DAV
| wish you d told ne.

BUFFY
| kinda didn't wanna admt it to

nysel f.

DAV
| get that.

Buf fy continues staring at the ground.
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DAV
| know it nust hurt. To feel |ike
you have to hide, to keep secrets
from everybody?

Buf fy | ooks at Dawn, pensively.
W Il ow bursts out the back door of the house.

W LLOW
Buf fy. Xander’s gone. And h--he
t ook your axe.

Cut to Magic Box. Pan across the assorted stuff scattered on
the floor. The bench is lying on its side. There's also a
ti pped-over chair with Anya’'s sweater hanging on it.

Anya, wearing her blouse tank top again, picks up the
sweater. |In background we see Spi ke fastening his belt. Anya
has her back to him He | ooks over at her.

Cl ose on Anya looking a little ashamed or enbarrassed. Pan
to Spi ke | ooking the sane.

Spi ke finishes with his belt and starts wal king toward the
door as Anya puts on her sweater, staring blankly into space.
Spi ke pauses by the door and they both turn to face each

ot her from across the room

Anya gives a little nod, and after a nonent Spi ke nods back.
He turns and opens the door, wal ks out.

Cut to exterior of the shop. Spike exits and i medi ately

| ooks shocked at something directly in front of him He
dodges to the right and the short-handl ed axe plunges into
the wall behind where he just was.

Shot of Xander struggling to pull the axe free. Spike stares
at himin some alarm

Xander gives up on the axe, grabs Spike by the front of his
shirt and throws himdown on the sidewal k.

Shot of Buffy running around the a corner farther down the
street, running hard toward them

Xander picks Spike up and throws himagainst a pillar, grabs
hi m and turns himaround, punches himin the gut. Spike
doubl es over.

XANDER
Get up. Cet up!

Spi ke glares up at himbut doesn’t nove.
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XANDER
You' re just gonna sit there? Do
not hi ng?

Spi ke doesn’t answer. Xander grabs him pulls himto his
feet and slans his head against the pillar.

XANDER
That the kinda man you are?

SPI KE
I’ mnot gonna fight you. The chip.

Xander knees himin the stonmach. Spi ke groans and doubl es
over again.

XANDER
Too bad.

Xander pulls a stake from his pocket, just as Anya opens the
door and sees them

A gl oved hand grabs himfrom behind and spins himaround and
noves Xander’s arm behi nd his back, making himdrop the stake.

Xander | ooks at the figure.

XANDER
(conf used)
Who the Hell are you?

VA CE
(through t he mask)
You don’t wanna do this.

XANDER
Don't |7?
VA CE
You don’t. | know you don’t.

The masked figure steps on the stake, shattering it into
pi eces.

XANDER

Vel l, you don’t know a damn thing
about ne!

Xander grabs the masked figure and goes to punch him but
the figure grabs his arm and pushes hi m away.

Xander spears the masked figure, knocking him down.
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He backs up and the masked figure does a kickflip up to a
st andi ng position.

VA CE
(through t he mask)
Xander, stop this!

A beat, as what the person said registers in Xander’s head:

XANDER
(conf used)

(angry)
How do you know ny name?!

The figure quickly and angrily renoves its nmask.
STEVEN
(angry) , ,
Because we’ ve fought side-by-side
for four years!

Xander is in surprise and shock.

XANDER
(annoyed)
(angry)
So...l should ve known. All
t hese years...l knew you I|iked
Spi ke.
STEVEN
(conf used)
What ?!
XANDER

He had sex with Anya and you're
telling nme not to kill hinf!

STEVEN
(more confused)
What ?!  Sex with who?! Xander,
|"ve been in L.A for, like, the
past two nonths. | have no idea
what’ s goi ng on.

XANDER
(di sbelieving)
Right. Sure you don’t. Maybe
you’ ve just been hel pi ng Spi ke
from good ol’ Los Angel es.
( MORE)
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XANDER ( CONT’ D)
Tellin himwhere ny girl
is...let’s face it, Wndsor; we
know you hated her since the
nonent | first showed 'er to
everyone.

STEVEN
Xander, no!

XANDER
Maybe 1’ ve been goin’ about this
t he wong way.

He grabs Steven’s jacket by the |apels.

XANDER
(angry)
Maybe he’s not the one | should
Kill.
SPI KE

Good idea, mate. Throw the
suspicion off ne for a while.

XANDER
(reconsi ders)
No, | changed ny m nd.

He runs over to Spi ke, once again pinning himagainst the

wal |, pulling out another stake.
ANYA
Xander, no! Stop it! Stop it!
Stop it!

Anya runs over, distracting Xander. She reaches himjust as
Buf fy does, com ng up behind himand shoving hi m aside.

Xander pants and glares at Buffy. She pants and gl ares back.

ANYA
Xander, |...
XANDER
(panti ng)
Don't even try to deny it. ’'Cause
| saw it all. The whol e beauti ful
show.
ANYA
How. .. ?

Xander glares angrily at her.
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It was just, it ... it was just a
thing. I ... | felt bad, and he
was just ... there.
BUFFY
(to Spike)

Didn't take long, did it?
(Spi ke | ooking sourly
at her)

XANDER
(still yelling at Anya)
Oh, oh, oh, okay! You had to do

it. Because he was there. Like M.

Everest.
(upset)
Li ke | used to be.

ANYA
(angry)
And then you weren't. You |eft
*me,* Xander. At the altar.

(yel 1'i ng)
| don’t owe you anyt hi ng.

XANDER
So you go out and bang the first
body you can find? Dead or alive?

ANYA
Where do you get off judging nme?!
XANDER
When this is your solution to our
problenms. | hurt you, and you hit

me back? Very mature.

ANYA
No, the mature solution is for
you to spend your whole life
telling stupid, pointless jokes,
so that no one will notice that
you are just a scared, insecure
little boy!

XANDER
(bitterly)
I’ mnot joking now You |et that
evil, soulless thing touch you.

( MORE)

53.



54.

XANDER ( CONT’ D)
(pointing at Spike)
You wanted ne to feel sonething?
(Anya | ooki ng chagri ned)
Congratul ations, it worked.

Anya stares at him |ooks |ike she mght cry again.

XANDER
| look at you ... and | feel sick.
' Cause you had sex with that.
(poi nts at Spi ke agai n)

Anya | ooks down at the ground, hurt. Buffy |ooks a bit
ashaned too.

SPI KE

(quietly)
It’s good enough for Buffy.

XANDER

(yells)
Shut up and | eave her out of...

Xander stops as what Spi ke said sinks in. He, Steven and
Anya stare at Buffy. Buffy |ooks all upset.

ANYA
Buf fy?

STEVEN

(surprised/ di sgust ed)

Ch ny Cod...

BUFFY
Xander. .. --

XANDER

(shaki ng his head,
full of pain)
| don’t want to know this.
Shot of Xander’s stake clattering on the ground.

XANDER
| don’t want to know any of this.

He wal ks off. Buffy | ooks very upset, watches himgo for a
nonent, then turns to glare at Spike.

Spi ke just | ooks back at her, unapol ogeti c.

Buf fy | ooks angry but resigned. She turns and foll ows Xander.
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St even gives Spi ke a | ook, then wal ks past Spi ke and Anya,
on his way hone.

Spi ke and Anya stand si de-by-side watching Buffy go. Shot of
Buf fy’ s back as she wal ks away.

SPI KE
(09) _
Bl oody Xander, mucki ng up
ever yt hi ng.
Spi ke | ooks angrysul |l en.

SPI KE

You know, | w sh--
ANYA

Don’t.

Spi ke 1 ooks at her, a little surprised. Anya grinmaces in
sel f - di sgust.

They nove off in opposite directions, Spike down the street,
Anya back toward the shop.

Cue sad nusic -- "That Kind of Love" by Alison Krauss.
//Who would sell their soul for |ove?//
Anot her shot of Buffy still wal ki ng away.
/1 Or waste one tear on conprom se?//
Anya wal ks into the store, stares unhappily at the ness.
/| Shoul d be easy enough To know a heartache in disqguise//
Anya slowy wal ks down the three steps into the main room
pi cks up the bench and rights it. Continues starting to
cl ean the place up
TARA
. (08)

Things fall apart. They fall

apart so hard.
Cut to the Summers house. WIllowis lying on the bed with
some homewor k, but |ooking in surprise at the doorway. She
sits up on the edge of the bed.

W LLOW
Tara?

Reveal Tara in the doorway, |eaning against the door frane.



Long shot of the two of them-- WIlow sitting,
standing -- with a considerabl e di stance separating them

TARA
You can’'t ever
(sighs)
put them back the way they were.

W LLOW
Are you okay?

TARA
I’msorry, it’s just
(deep sigh)
You know, it takes time.
(wal king into the room
You can’t just ... have coffee
and expect - -

W LLOW

(guilty)
| know.

TARA
There’s just so much to work
t hrough. Trust has to be built
again, on both sides ...
(WI1ow | ooking upset)
You have to learnif ... if w're
even the sane people we were, if

you can fit in each other’s |ives.

W1l ow continues | ooking at Tara, sadly.

W1l ow | ooks hopeful,

TARA
It’s a long and ... inportant
process, and ... can we just skip
It? Can-can you just be kissing
me now?

then delighted as the words sink in.
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She sniles widely, junps up. Tara neets her hal fway and they
ki ss passionately.

/'l There was not faith enough Stil

find that kind of |ovel//

Bl ackout .

ny heart held on Wien we



