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Fl ooded

Epi sode opens on Buffy wal king slowy through a dark room
| ooki ng around cautiously. Sounds of dripping water. Buffy
frowns, continues |ooking around. W see stairs in the
background; she’s in a basenent.

She notices sonething, |ooks satisfied, wal ks over and
stares upward. W see she’s holding a wench.

BUFFY
So. W neet at last, Mster Drippy.

Pan wider to reveal a pipe that’s dripping water. Stairs to
above are in the background. Buffy raises the wench, clinbs
up on sonething and begins fitting the wench to the pipe.

Dawn appears from above, cones hal fway down the stairs and
sits on them

DAV
Want nme to call a plunber?

BUFFY
(turning wench with
great effort)

No.

DAV
You sure?

BUFFY
Yes.

DAV

(hol ds up cordl ess phone)
Got the nunber.

Buffy turns to face Dawn, exasper at ed.

BUFFY
Dawn, I'’mon it, okay?

Dawn shrugs skeptically.

Buf fy gives the pipe one last twi st. The dri pping stops.
Buffy smles with satisfaction

BUFFY
Ah.

A beat. G oani ng noi ses.



Suddenly water begins to spray froma dozen different places
all over the basenent. Several jets of water spray directly
on Dawn, soaking her. Dawn shrieks and runs up the stairs.
Buf fy stands still, sighs.

BUFFY
There. Al better.

Wl f how . Opening credits.

Speci al CGuest Star: Anthony Stewart Head. Guest starring
Danny Strong, Adam Busch, Tom Lenk, Todd Stashw ck, and

Anber Benson as Tara. Witten by Douglas Petrie and Jane
Espenson, directed by Douglas Petri e.

Act |

Open on the kitchen, day. Dawn stands at the door to the
basenent, | ooking down. Sound of running water.

DAV
Man. How nuch water can they fit
in one set of pipes?

Cut to wider shot. W see WIlow at the center island
pouring a bow of cereal, Tara noving around the Kkitchen,
St even standing next to Wllow. In the foreground we see
Buffy staring at the sink as if nmesnerized.

TARA
If | understand right? The entire
city water supply.

STEVEN
(i nmpressed)
VWow.

W LLOW
lt’s like little clown cars in
the circus.

DAV
(sitting at the island)
Told you we shoul d have call ed
t he pl unber.

BUFFY
(still staring)
You were right. The plunber will
make everythi ng good.

Cl ose shot of what Buffy’s staring at. It’s the kitchen sink.
The faucet is running. The water drains out normally.



Buf fy continues to watch the water flow.

TARA
Dawni e, you’'re not eating breakfast?

Dawn | ooks around at the food, nmakes a face.

BUFFY
(still mesnerized by
t he faucet)
Dawn, breakfast is the nost
i nportant meal of the day.

Dawn | ooks over at Buffy. Shot of Buffy’s back (Dawn PQV).

BUFFY
(still distractedly)
It’s unbelievably inportant. You
shoul d eat breakfast at |east
three tines a day.

STEVEN
That' s breakfast, |unch, and
di nner. Those are the three
neal s of the day.

Anot her shot of the running water.

W1l ow comes over and turns off the faucet, gives Buffy a
concerned | ook. Buffy | ooks at her.

DAV
[’11, um grab sonething before
school .
(Tara nods)

Xander and anot her guy energe fromthe basenent. Al the
woren turn to |l ook at them

XANDER
And a bi g Sunnydal e round of
appl ause for Tito the Amazing,
pl unber extraordinaire.

TARA
So how s everything | ooki ng down
t here?

XANDER

Li ke we should start gathering up
two of every animal.

St even chuckl es and | aughs.



W I | ow cones

TI TO
Basically, your pipes are shot. |
nmean, the whol e systenis gonna
have to be replaced. What you
need is a full copper re-pipe job.

over and Tito gives her a piece of paper.

W LLOW
Ful | copper re-pipe? That sounds
potentially pricey.

TITO
Vell, if you have any questions,
our nunber’s on the invoice.

Tito pats Xander on the shoul der and exits. Dawn goes over
to WIlow, |ooks at the invoice before Wllow pulls it away.

DAV
That’s a weird phone nunber. Oh,
wait .
(to Xander)
Is that the bill?

XANDER
Hey. Tito cut you a good deal
down there. Those are his bargain
prices. | did a little haggling
for you.

BUFFY
Thank you. So we’ll pay him
what’s the big deal ?

The ot hers exchange | ooks.

W LLOW
Un... Buffy, I-1 know you're
still getting back on your feet
after...

BUFFY

Lying flat on ny back?

W LLOW
Yeah. Uh, but there’s sonme noney
stuff we’re gonna have to talk to
you about .

Cut to the living room Buffy sits on the sofa |ooking at
pil es of paper all over the coffee-table. She has sone nore

paper in her

hands. She gives a disbelieving | augh and

throws the papers down.



BUFFY
kay ... soyou're telling ne I'm
br oke?

We see Tara and WIllow sitting across fromBuffy, w th Dawn
i n the background.

W LLOW
Not yet, but .

TARA
Money’ s definitely becom ng an
i ssue.

XANDER

As in your being alnbst out of it.

W see Xander sitting beside WIlow and Tara. Anya sits at a
desk off to the side, witing sonething.

BUFFY
But | haven’t spent any noney. |
was all ... dead and frugal.

W LLOW
-1 know, this cones as a bit of
a shock after ... a bit of a
shock, but ... it took us by
surprise too.

TARA
Your nother prepared everything
really well. She had insurance ...
(nervously)
life insurance.

XANDER
Whi ch shoul d have left you
covered, but ... hospital bills.
W LLOW
Pretty nmuch sucked up all the noney.
ANYA
Whi ch you' re still henorrhaging,
by the way.
STEVEN

(conf used)
When did you get here??

BUFFY
(conf used)
How am | doing that?



ANYA
No, not you, the house. Un, see,
this house, just sitting here,
doi ng nothing, um by itself
costs noney.

DAVWN
(worri ed)
So, what do we do?

BUFFY
Easy. W burn the house to the
ground and col | ect the insurance.

STEVEN
You' re kidding, right?

BUFFY
(Dawn conti nues
| ooki ng worri ed)
Plus, fire? Pretty.

Everyone stares at her.

BUFFY
You guys, |’ m ki dding.
STEVEN
(relieved)
Thank God.
BUFFY

kay, it’s, it’s bills, it’s
noney. It’s pieces of paper sent
by bureaucrats that we’ve never
even net. It’s not like it’'s the
end of the world.

She thi nks about that for a nonment.

BUFFY
Which is too bad, you know,
'cause that, I'mreally good at.
Dawn still | ooks worried.
BUFFY
(to Dawn)
[’11 take care of this. | prom se.

| ... just don’'t know how yet.

Anya | ooks like she really wants to say sonet hi ng.

pauses, takes a deep breath, speaks too |oudly.

She



ANYA
| know how.

Everyone | ooks at her.

ANYA
Un... i-i-if you wanna pay every
bill here, and every bill com ng,
and ... have enough to start a
nice coll ege fund for Dawn?
(big smle)
Start chargi ng.
BUFFY
(irritated)
For what ?
ANYA
Sl ayi ng vanpires!
STEVEN
(sighs, covers his face)
Ch, Cod...
ANYA
(Xander | ooks enbarrassed)
Vel l, you re providing a val uable

service to the whole conmunity. |
say cash in.

Anwkwar d pause. Xander still |ooks unconfortable. Anya
doesn’t pick up on it.
BUFFY
(carefully)
Wll, that’s an idea ... you
woul d have. Any ot her suggestions?
ANYA
(softly)
Wll, | nean, it's, it’s not *so*
crazy.
STEVEN
Yes it is.
DAV

Yes it is! You can’t charge
i nnocent people for saving their
lives.

ANYA
Spi der man does.



DAWN

He does not!

ANYA
Does t o0o.

DAV
Does no-

STEVEN
Does not .

Dawn stops herself, calnms down a little.

DAVWN
Xander ?

Anya | ooks at Xander. He continues | ooking unconfortabl e.

XANDER
(reluctantly)
Action is his reward.

STEVEN
He’'s right. So says the song.

Dawn gives Anya a "told you so" | ook. Anya | ooks annoyed,
st ands up.

ANYA

(angrily)
Way don’t you ever take ny side?

She exits.

XANDER
What are you tal ki ng about,
taki ng your side? Anya, | *anft
your si de!

STEVEN
She needs a new si de.

Xander runs out after Anya. WI Il ow watches themgo with a
small smle, then turns to Buffy.

W LLOW
You're throw n” away a gold m ne.

Cut to the street. Anya strides angrily down the sidewal k.
Xander comes down the steps and hurries after her.

XANDER
Come on! Wit up. Anya!



He runs in front of her.

XANDER
What’s wong with you?

ANYA
Way don’t you ask your best
friend Spi derman? You know, if
you' re not going to support ne-

XANDER
|’ m supportive! I'"mtotally
supportive! I'’ma flying buttress
of support!

ANYA

No you’re not.
She | ooks down. Xander si ghs.
XANDER

This is because | haven't told
t hem yet about the engagenent,

isnt it?
ANYA
(scoffs)
No. Maybe. Yes!
(whi nes)

It’s painful and confusing! |
nmean, first you, you give nme this
beautiful ring

(hol ds up the box with

the ring init)
...and then I can’t even wear it
in public. | nean, do you know
how depressing that is?

XANDER
Anya, | prom se, your waiting
days are al nost over. |, | know
it’s frustrating ... but the way

| understand this marriage thing,
it’s kind of a forever deal.

ANYA
Not if you never get started.
(softly)
| nmean, don’t you want to get
married?

XANDER
Yes.
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ANYA
So then why won’t you tell thenf
XANDER
(sighs, gestures)
Because ... I'mstill getting

used to the mracle of a steady
paycheck. And getting out of ny

parents’ house. And this ... this
husband thing ... it’s a big step.
O ... alot of little ones. And
. and | love you so much ... |
just want ... every step to be
just right.
ANYA

(hopeful l'y)

Real | y?

He nods. Anya wal ks up close to himand kisses him They put
arnms around each other and continue kissing for a |ong
nonent. Suddenly Anya pulls away.

ANYA
(yells)
Hey! You tricked nme! Just now, w
wi th your fancy tal k and, and
i ps! You keep doing this, and I
keep forgetting, and you keep
stal ling!

She turns and stal ks off angrily.

XANDER
Anyal

ANYA
(conti nues wal ki ng)
When are you going to grow up,
Xander ?

Xander stares after her.

BUFFY VO CEOVER
There’'s a first tinme for
everything is ny phil osophy.

Cut to Buffy sitting in an office. There are glass w ndows

t hrough whi ch we can see peopl e noving around. Buffy wears a
conservative skirt-suit and her hair is pulled back in a
neat bun. She smiles widely. The next series of sentences
are intercut together in separate takes.



BUFFY
This is ny first big | oan.
(cut)
Col | ateral ? No probl em
(cut)
No probl em
(cut)
No probl em
(cut)
| love that tie.
(cut)
I’ ma probl em sol ver
(cut)
Let’s crunch those nunbers!

The final cut finds her staring down at herself | ooking
annoyed.

BUFFY
(mutters)
Stupid skirt.

She turns as a man enters the office. Buffy puts on her
bi ggest smile, stands.

BUFFY
Hel | o.

MR SAVI TSKY
Sorry to keep you waiting. Carl
Savi tsky. Loan O ficer.
He sits behind the desk across fromBuffy. She sits al so.

BUFFY
Buf fy Summers. Loan applier-for.

He smiles but doesn’'t seem anused. Buffy plunges on.

BUFFY
I, I didn't know exactly what you
woul d need, so, um | brought

ever yt hi ng.
(hands hima thick folder)
|’ mvery responsible in that way.

He begi ns | ooki ng through the papers in the folder.

MR SAVI TSKY
kay. | don’t think I'll need
this ... or these. Ad report
cards, definitely not.



Buffy smles nervously. He continues |ooking at the papers,

putting nost of them aside.

Buf fy’

her

Suddenly the body of anot her

a

- w0

— —h
Qo
- 0

BUFFY

So ... about my getting a | oan.
MR SAVI TSKY

Yes, well, uh, it looks as if,

financially, uh, we have a bit of
a tangle.

BUFFY
| know. And | figured you could
just, you know, cut through that
tangle with scissors. You know,
where the loan is the scissors?
(makes scissors notion
wi t h her hand)

MR SAVI TSKY
(still not anused)

Ms. Summers, the only coll ateral
you have is your house, which was
never fully |everaged, and has
been | osing equity over the |ast
several years. For sone reason
Sunnydal e property val ues have
never been conpetitive, and ...
re-financing s out of the
guestion. ..

12.

falls as she realizes the news is bad. He gives

synpat hetic smle.

BUFFY
Are you saying you won't give ne
ny | oan?

MR SAVI TSKY
Vell, the problemis, you have no
i ncone. No j ob.

gl ass everywhere.

Buf fy junps up, |ooks out at the main bank area. People are

man crashes through the gl ass
wi ndow and | ands on the desk. Sounds of scream ng. Broken

runni ng around screanming. A large denon stands in the mddle
of the room He gives a |loud roar.
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BUFFY
(to herself)
No j ob?
(pout s)
| w sh.
Bl ackout .
Act |1

Open on the sane scene. The denon is roaring and throw ng
peopl e around.

BUFFY
(Cs)
Hey!

The denon turns around to find Buffy behind him

BUFFY
Are you in the wong line?
(poi nts)
That’ s for deposits,
(poi nts)
that’s for wthdrawals, and this
one ... is for getting kicked in

the face.

She goes to kick the denon but can’t nove her | egs. Pan down
and we see that her long, tight skirt is restricting her
novenent s.

BUFFY
(worri ed)
Stupid skirt.

The denon hits her, hard. She goes flying back through the
gl ass-1 ess wi ndow and | ands on M. Savi tsky’ s desk. M.
Savi t sky pokes his head up from hiding behind the desk.

Buf fy sees a pencil-holder on the desk with only one thing
left init.

BUFFY
May | ?

M. Savitsky nods. Buffy takes out the | etter-opener. She
uses it to cut a slit in her skirt, freeing her legs. Puts
the letter opener back and gets up.

The denon cones forward and Buffy kicks himback. She bl ocks
a coupl e of punches, kicks himagain. He surges right back
and she bl ocks a coupl e nore punches, ducks another punch,
punches himin the face.
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Fi ght noi ses continue as we see a cl ose-up of soneone’s
hands grabbi ng the noney out of the teller drawers and
putting it in a bag. W don’t see the person’s face, just
t he hands.

Cut back to the fight. Buffy raises her hands to sw ng, and
t he denon grabs her, lifts her up onto his shoul der. She
ki cks and hits his back as he carries her.

Suddenly we hear a gunshot. Both Buffy and the denon | ook
over to a bank security guard standing there pointing his
gun at them He |ooks very nervous.

GUARD
Put the girl down.

The denon throws Buffy at the guard. She crashes into him
and they both fall to the ground. As Buffy gets up to a
sitting position, we see a couple of other nale custoners
attacki ng the denon and getting quickly beaten up. Buffy
pi cks up the gun.

BUFFY
(to guard)
These things? Never hel pful.

She tosses the gun away. In the background the denon is
still fighting off various other people. The gun hits the
fl oor and goes off. Buffy and the guard duck.

The denon runs for the door, shoving another guy into
Buffy’'s path as she tries to pursue him By the tine she
gets the guy out of her way, the denon has escaped. Buffy
stares after himin frustration. Then she gives a determ ned
f rown.

Cut to M. Savitsky' s office. Buffy storns in, puts her

hands on the desk which is still covered with broken gl ass.
BUFFY
(panti ng)

Now, about ny | oan.

M. Savitsky slowy raises his head to | ook at her. He's
still hiding behind the desk.

BUFFY
I’ mnot saying |I’mcharging you
for saving your life or anything,
but ... let’s talk rates.
M. Savitsky | ooks at her.

Cut to: exterior shot of the Magic Box, night.



W LLOW
(GS)
He still turned you down?! That’s
crazy!

Cut to inside. Buffy is punching the punching bag while
Wl ow sits nearby talking.

W LLOW
| nean, even if the bank did get
robbed, which, you battling
denons coul dn’t possibly know ...
you woul d think there would be
some kind of reward.

Buf fy continues hitting the bag hard and fast.

W LLOW
But no, they're like, "Ch, we're
not gonna give you noney unl ess
you prove you don’t need it." |
mean, what kind of systemis that?

BUFFY
(pauses)
You' re asking the wong gal.

She resunes punching.

W LLOW
(surprised)
Hey.
(gets down, goes over
to her)
Buf fy, you re mad.

BUFFY
(stops punchi ng)
You noti ced.
(shrugs)
[t 1l pass.
(resunes punchi ng)

W LLOW
No! Anger ... is a big, powerful
enotion you should feel.
BUFFY
(stops punchi ng)
Well ... that’s good then.

Buf fy stands there, steadying the punching bag with her
hands. She shrugs.

15.
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BUFFY
I[t’s gone now.
W LLOW
kay ... uh, let me nake you nad
again. Un ... ready? Um...
(thinks, gets an idea)
Last senester, | slept with Riley.

Buf fy gives her a dubi ous | ook.

BUFFY
And you know | really doubt it.
W LLOW
Caught ne. Big fib. To ... cover
up the sleazy affair | had with

Angel .
(smles proudly)

BUFFY
(frowni ng)
WIIl ... what the hell are you
doi ng?
W LLOW
Pi ssing you off.
BUFFY
Yes, true. Wy?
W LLOW
Vel |, ’cause, you know, since
you’' ve ... been back, you haven’t
exactly been big with ... the
whol e range of hunman enotions thing.
BUFFY
(bl ankly)
What do you nean?
W LLOW
(fidgets)
VWell, you haven’t ... no, | nean
it’s just, um...
(Buffy still |ooks
bl ank. WI I ow gives up)
You know, this is really ... ny
probl em

( MORE)
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W LLOW ( CONT’ D)

(backi ng away)
I’mjust, I'’mall over the place
and, you should just, uh, forget
| even said anything, cause,
cause,

(sits back down)
wel |, ’"cause you know... banks, man.

W1l ow nods agreenent with herself, |ooks at Buffy for
agreenent. Buffy just returns to punchi ng.

ANYA
(0S.)
Don’t be such a w ener dog.

Cut to the main nagic shop room Anya and Xander sit at a
table with books open in front of them Steven is standing
by the crystal balls, admring them away from Anya.

ANYA

Look at them

(Shot of Tara and Dawn

at the other side of

the room neking a

pil e of books)
Resear chi ng denons for the
billionth tinme. They could use a

peppy boost of happy news.

XANDER
(nods, nervously)
You' re right. I'll tell them

He stands up hal fway, reconsiders, sits back dowmn with a
gl ance toward the back.

XANDER
As soon as Buffy and WI Il ow cone in.

ANYA
(exasper at ed)
Chi cken.

XANDER
Wul d you stop?

ANYA
Dare you.



XANDER
Anya. If | tell themwe' re
engaged right after you dared ne
to ... wouldn’t you al ways wonder
if that’s the only reason | did it?

Anya thinks about this, realizes he' s right.

ANYA
Ch.
XANDER
Score one for Captain Logic.
ANYA
No, no. Captain Logic is not
steering this tugboat. | snel

Captai n Fear at the wheel!
(l owers her voice as
Tara and Dawn nove
toward t hem
God, | hate this. This tone in ny
voice? | dislike it nore than you
do, and I'mcloser to it!

Tara and Dawn conme over to the table and put down sone nore
books. Tara sits.

DAV
Ch come on, Tara. | amso old
enough to do research. Do you
really think |I’mnot mature enough?

TARA
| think you' re very mature for
your age ... but you're stil

only fifteen.

DAV
Right, fifteen. As in *teen*ager.
You know, if you don't let ne
| ook at the pictures, |I’mgonna
| earn everything | know about
denons on the street.

St even wal ks over to her.

STEVEN
That woul d never happen.

Tara sighs, hands her a book.

TARA
Knock yoursel f out.

18.



DAV
Thank you. See?
(sits)
No biggie. | can totally handle it.

She opens the book and checks out the first page.

DAV
That’s a weird place for a horn.

She | ooks again, slowy closes the book.
DAV
(quietly)
That’ s not a horn.

St even snickers at that.

XANDER
(qui ckly)
You know, | still don’t get it. |

mean, what kind of a denon woul d
rob a bank?

ANYA
The ki nd that wants noney.

XANDER
What do you even call that?

DAV
Thi s?

She holds up a book, turned to a picture of a denon.

DAV
|’ m guessing on how you say it.
It’s got an apostrophe. | think
it’s MmFashni k. Like "Mm
cooki es."

XANDER
O maybe, Mih-Fashni k. Li ke Mih..

(1 amel y)

Fashni k.

St even chuckl es at that.

Buffy and WIlow energe fromthe back room Dawn hol ds up
t he book toward Buffy.

DAV
Thi s your guy?

19.
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BUFFY
(to Dawn)
You do research now? Want a
cappucci no and a pack of
cigarettes to go with it?

DAV
Wul d you just | ook at the picture?

XANDER
Doesn’t exactly fit the profile
for your typical bank robber.

BUFFY
Maybe they turned down his | oan
appl i cation.

St even | aughs at that.

STEVEN
Maybe they did.

BUFFY
(smles at WII ow
t hen | ooks at Dawn’ s book)
That’s him Big bad. This thing
was strong, guys. No weapons that
| could see, but ...

Buf fy notices sonething across the room stares that way as
her mouth finishes the sentence on its own.

BUFFY
still ... real ... dangerous.

The others turn to see what she’s | ooking at.

Reveal G les standing by the door, holding a couple of
suitcases, staring at Buffy.

Buf fy stares back. Gles puts down his bags, cones forward.
Buf fy wal ks forward until they are face-to-face.

G LES
(smling)
Oh God, Buffy.

He hugs her. She hugs hi m back, closes her eyes.

G LES
You're alive. You re here. And
you' re still
(strained)
...remarkably strong.
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BUFFY
Huh? Oh.
(I ets him go)
Sorry.
G LES

Wllowtold nme, but | didn't
really let nyself believe ...

BUFFY
| take a little getting used to.
I"’mstill getting used to ne.
G LES
It’s, uh ... you're ...
BUFFY
A mracl e?
G LES
Yes. But then, | always thought so.

G les puts his hand on Buffy’'s cheek and | ooks at her fondly.
The others watch, smling.

Cut to: the street, night. The M Fashni k denon wal ks al ong,
grow i ng softly.

Cut to the workout room G les and Buffy stand facing each
other, a little awkward.

G LES
So ...
(punches the punching
bag |ightly)
BUFFY
| can start. How was Engl and?
(sits)
How was ... life?
G LES
Uh, I'"mnot really sure howto
answer that. Umn well, | arrived
home, |, uh, nmet with the Council.
BUFFY

Al ways a good tine.
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G LES
Yes. Ot herw se, there's, uh,
nothing really to report. 1, um
| keep a flat in Bath. 1, I, uh,

net wwth a few old friends.
Al nost nmade a new one, which |
think is ... statistically
i npossi ble for a man of ny age.

He takes off his jacket, tosses it onto the sofa.

BUFFY
And now you’' re back

G LES
Yes.

BUFFY

Ww. G les, are you m serable
about it, or just really British?

G LES
(smles, takes off his gl asses)
| can’t lie to you, Buffy.
(sits beside her)

Un ... |eaving Sunnydal e was, uh,
was difficult. And, uh, coni ng
back was. ..

BUFFY

|’ mguessing the word is
"I nconvenient"?

G LES
No. Bew | deri ng.

Buffy | ooks dowmn. G les puts a hand on her shoul der

G LES
And how are you? Real ly? You | ook
tired.

BUFFY

Me? Nah. Fine.

G les gives her a | ook and she drops the act.

BUFFY
| nean, yeah, you know, sleeping s
hard, but ... just because of the

whol e waking up in a box thing.

So maybe waking up’s the problem

You know, but just for a second.
( MORE)



BUFFY ( CONT’ D)
| sleep okay. Great even. Except,
you know, for the dreans ...

She trails off, |ooks away again.

G LES
You seemto be doing renmarkably
wel | under extrene circunstances.
[ m proud of you.

BUFFY
Well, actually, it wasn't ne.
W1l ow brought ne back. | just
| ay there.
G LES
You-you know -- | neant -
BUFFY

| know what you neant. It was
just a little post-post-nortem
comnedy.

Gles smles a little. Buffy gets up.
BUFFY

Vell, I, I, uh, better start
preppi ng. The sl ayage.

She begi ns wrappi ng protective bandages on her hands.

stands up too.

G LES
Yes, there is always that, isn’t
t here?
(pi cks up his jacket)

BUFFY
Seens that way.

G les | ooks at her, |eaves.

G les

23.

Cut to the main nagic shop room G les energes fromthe back
The others are still sitting around the table, except Anya,

who i s standing.

ANYA
G | es!

Anya goes to Gles and gives hima big hug. He sniles.



Gles gently

ANYA
W' re so glad to see you. W
m ssed you.
(pulls back to | ook at him
You can’'t have the store back.

A LES
| know.

ANYA
You signed papers.

G LES
| did. And, do we have information
on this new denon that | suddenly
find so desperately interesting?

noves Anya asi de and goes over to the table.

XANDER
That we do.

W LLOW
Thi s one robs banks.

G LES
Oh.

DAV
| found him
(gives G les the book)

G LES
(1 ooks at book)
M Fashni k. Oh.

DAVWN
Aha! Li ke Mm cooki es.

G LES
Uh, no, quite different, actually.

STEVEN
One "M', not three.

TARA
You know it?

24.
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G LES
By reputation, yes. They, they
come froma long |ine of
nmercenary denons that perform
acts of slaughter and mayhem f or
t he hi ghest bi dder.

XANDER
Vell, it is the Anerican way.

G LES
Yes, but, uh, the question now
beconmes, what’'s out there
power ful enough to control one of
t hese things?

STEVEN
(1 aughs)
Maybe Har nony.

Cut to: a basenent sonmewhere. The M Fashni k denon angrily
shoves over a pile of boxes that | ook Iike they recently
hel d conputer or electronics equi pnment. He points a finger
and speaks to soneone we don’t see.

DEMON
W had a deal. You got what you
want ed. Now give nme what | want.
The head of the Sl ayer.

Now we do see who he’s talking to: the Geek Trio. They are
Jonat han (see epi sodes "Earshot," "Superstar,"” and others),
Warren ("I Was Made To Love You"), and Andrew (whose br ot her
is the guy with the hell hounds). They sit on beanbag chairs,
each hol ding a stack of noney. Behind themis a |arge TV.
They | ook up at the denon in surprise.

WARREN
Ckay.
JONATHAN
Sur e.
ANDREW
We can do that.
Bl ackout .
Act 111

Open on the sane scene. The denon paces back and forth in
front of the Geek Trio.



DEMON
You hired ne to create chaos and
carnage for you. Told nme you were
power ful nen, commandi ng
machi nes, magi cks, the denon
real ns bel ow.

VWARREN

W are.
ANDREW

Yuh- huh.
JONATHAN

We're |ike, Super Villains.

They all 1augh dorky super-villain |aughs.

DEMON

Whi ch of you is the |eader?
ANDREW JONATHAN WARREN

(uni son)

| am
DEMON

I will kill the |eader.
ANDREW JONATHAN WARREN

(uni son, pointing at
each ot her)
He is.

DEMON
I will kill you all.

JONATHAN
Wait! Un! No fair!

Jonat han gets up, goes over to confront the denon.

JONATHAN
It’s not our fault the Sl ayer was
there. W said we’d pay you, and
we’' re gonna.

Jonat han waves noney in the denon’s face. Warren junps up
comes over and goes to his knees beside Jonat han. Andrew
does the sane.

WARREN
Yes! Truly, Lord Jonathan is the
wi sest of us all.

26.
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ANDREW
Uh, yeah, long live our noble
| ord and master.

JONATHAN
You guys suck.

The denon grabs Jonathan by the throat and lifts himoff his
feet.

DEMON
You can’t pay ne with paper, tiny
king. You pitted nme against the
Sl ayer. For that, | nust kill you.

Andrew and Warren snicker and grin at each other.

DEMON
Then I will suck dry your bones
and use themto beat your
subj ects to death.

Andrew and Warren | ook alarmed, junp to their feet.

WARREN
Whoa, whoa whoa whoa, big guy,
hey, let’s back things up a
parsec, okay. You kill us ...
everybody | oses. You let us live,
we give you..

DEMON
G ve ne what?

JONATHAN
(choki ng)
Nanme it!

The denon drops Jonathan, who falls to the floor choking and
gaspi ng. He slowy strai ghtens up.

WARREN
Vel |, between the three of us, we
can pretty nmuch do anyt hing.

JONATHAN
Li ke, you want a spell to nmke
you | ook super-cool to the other
denons?
(grins)
I’mall over that action, ny friend.



Jonat han and

Beat. Warren
nmoment, then

WARREN
O, just throwing it out there,
robot girlfriend. Huh? For those
l ong, lonely nights after a hard
day’ s sl aughter?

DEMON
(i nterested)
You can do this?

Warren nod.

ANDREW
Don’t trust him Robo-pinp
daddy’s all nouth.

WARREN
Shut up, Andrew! You're just nad
| wouldn’t build you Christina

Ri cci .
ANDREW
You owe ne, nan.
WARREN
Oh, or else what? You'll train

anot her pack of devil-dogs to
ruin nmy pron? Ha! G aduat ed!

ANDREW
That wasn’t nme! How many tinmes do
| have to say it? The promthing
was ny |anme-o brother, Tucker.

JONATHAN
Yeah, well tell him!| was at that
prom

ANDREW
Hel | o! Screen-w pe, new scene.
(makes screen-w pe gesture)
| had nothing to do with the
devil dogs. | trained flying
denon nonkeys to attack the
school play. School play, dude!

and Jonathan hold their angry |ooks for a
break and grin at each other, nodding.

WARREN

(grinning)
That was cool. That was ki nda cool.
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JONATHAN

(1 aughs)
Renenber, everyone was |i ke,

"Run, Juliet

They all grin, nod at each other, |augh their dorky | aughs

agai n.
(roars)
ENOUGH!

The three geeks shut up,
and they back up.

DEMON

| ook scared. He advances on them

DEMON
Not hi ng you can offer ne wll
satisfy your debt to ne. | don’t

want your toys, or your spells,
flyi ng nonkey- denons.

(yel 1'i ng)
| want the Slayer dead!

ANDREW

(nervous)

Ckay.

JONATHAN

(nervous)

Done.

WARREN

(nervous)
One dead Sl ayer, com ng up. Um
could you just give us a mnute?

For what ?

well ... we

DEMON

WARREN
just really wanna

nail down the optinmum net hod for
us to wi pe out the Sl ayer for you.

The geeks turn away to confer together.

Make sure it

The denon grins evilly.

DEMON
i nvol ves ... pain.
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BUFFY
(0S.)
| know they’'re ... so cute you
could die, but...

Cut to the Summers living room Buffy stands holding up a
pillowto Gles. The pillow case is decorated in bright

ki ddie patterns. On the coffee-table is a pile of simlar
sheet s.

BUFFY
...it’s all 1 got.
G LES

(1 aughs)

Think nothing of it. It’s, it’s,
uh, whi nsi cal .

Gles takes the pillow, tosses it onto the sofa. Buffy
begi ns unfol di ng a sheet.

BUFFY
They were nmine when | was little.
Couldn’t find the guest sheets.

(quietly)
Mom al ways did this stuff.

Buffy kneels, tries to fit the sheet onto the sofa.

BUFFY
They don’t actually fit.

G les leans over, helps to nake the bed.

BUFFY
| blane the sofa.
(st ands)
W need one of those pull-out
kinds. The kind with no paynents
"til two-thousand-and-infinity.

G LES
What ?

BUFFY
Oh, it’s ... just noney stuff.
(sits on coffee table)
It turns out ... Momleft ne
some, and while | was dead, it
got squandered on luxuries |ike
food and cl ot hi ng.
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G LES
(sits on sofa)
How bad is it?

BUFFY
Anya says pretty bad. |’ m ki nda
taking her word for it. Actually,
I’mkinda trying to not think
about it.

G LES
Sound policy. At least for tonight.

BUFFY
Figured 1'd put it out of ny m nd.
You know, take a break. Get sone
perspective ... and then wake up
at four a.m terrified.

Buffy noves to sit on the sofa beside Gles, holding the
t op- sheet agai nst her chest. She sighs.

G LES
Buf fy, perhaps you're putting too
much pressure on yourself. |
mean, to return fromsone ...

unknown | evel of Hell ... it’s
only natural that com ng back ..
will be a process.
BUFFY
In the nmeantine, |’ m scaring people.
G LES
Wl |, that can take tine, too.

Buffy stares into the distance as Gles |ooks at her with
concern.

G LES
Vell, if it’s any consol ati on,
life can be ... pretty
overwhel m ng even for people who
haven’t been ... where you have.
BUFFY
(softly)
| guess.
G LES
Look, tonorrow norning, you and |
will sit down together and we’ Il

go t hrough everyt hi ng.
( MORE)
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G LES (CONT' D)
Every bill, one by one. W'l
work it out together.

Buffy | ooks at him They gaze at each ot her.

BUFFY
I’ m gl ad you’ re back.

G LES
Vell, I'"’mglad you are too.

G les reaches out to put a hand on her shoul der, but she
stands up and wal ks of f before he can touch her. Gles sits
t here | ooki ng concerned, watching her go.

JONATHAN
(OS.)
Are we really gonna kill her?

Cut back to the Geek Trio conferring in their basenment lair.

JONATHAN
That’s so sad.

WARREN
(scornfully)
Shut up, Wi ne-at han.

ANDREW
But ... I, | don't want to kil
Buf fy either.

JONATHAN
Yeah, she saved ny life a bunch
of tinmes! Plus, she’s hot.

WARREN
lt’s her or us. | nmean, we have
todo it.

ANDREW

W' re tal king about nurder.

WARREN
No, we’'re tal king about staying
alive, and since this is ny noms
house, | think what | say goes.

ANDREW
But aside fromthe noral issues,
and the ness, we can get in
troubl e for nurder
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WARREN
Duh! You know, the |ast |
checked, the authorities also
frowned on bank robbery too. Geni us!

JONATHAN
| don’t even know if we could
kill Buffy. She’s got super-
strength.

ANDREW
And, you know, Kkilling people,
this is not why we got together
in the first place.

JONATHAN
Yeah. W teaned up with one
cl ear, super-cool m ssion
statenent. Renenber?

Fl ash-cut to the three of themin the basenent, sitting
around a table with cans of soda, playing a board gane.

WARREN
So ... you guys wanna team up and
t ake over Sunnydal e?

Andrew and Jonat han | ook at each other, shrug.
ANDREW JONATHAN
(uni son)
Ckay.

FIl ash back to the present.

WARREN
O course | renenber. It was | ast
nont h.
JONATHAN
Then you know we have a m ssion!
(poi nts)
Shrink rays...

W see what he’s pointing at. It’s a whiteboard | abel ed at
the top "TO DO' and including the following itens: * Contro
The Weat her

* M ni at ur

i ze Fort Knox * Conjure Fake I.D.s * Shrink Ray *
Grls * Grls *

The CGorilla Thing
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JONATHAN
...trained gorillas. Wrkable
prototype jetpacks ... and
chi cks, chicks, chicks. | know
that’s the action | signed on for.

ANDREW
Me too. Ixnay on the urder-my.
VWARREN
(frustrated)
Vot e.
JONATHAN

Okay. Who's for not killing Buffy?

Andrew and Jonat han hold up their hands, naking the Star
Trek "vul can salute.” They both | ook at Warren.

Long shot of the three of them W see the denon in the
background still pacing and waiting for themto finish.

Finally Warren gives in and holds up his hand too.

ANDREW
Agr eed.
They all | ook relieved, give each other nervous | ooks.
JONATHAN

So what are we gonna do about
this Mr Fashni k guy?

WARREN
Ah, wait here. Ckay, | got an idea.

Warren goes over to the denon, puts his arm around the
denon’ s shoul ders turning himaway fromthe other two. He
reaches his other hand in his pocket and pulls out a piece
of paper.

WARREN
(whi spers)
Here’'s the Slayer’s nane,
address, and tel ephone nunber.
You wanna kill her? Make it so.

The denon takes the paper with a low grow, |eaves. Warren
pats himon the back, turns around and sees the others

wat chi ng him Warren swaggers back over to them as they
stare, inpressed.



JONATHAN
(awed)
How d you make him do that?
ANDREW
What are you, sone kind of Jedi ?
VWARREN
(casual)

The Force can soneti nes have

great power

Andrew and Jonat han nod and go "Hm{t

Cut to: Sumrers house, night.
kitchen with a towel over
sonet hing out of the fridge.

hi s shoul der.

on the weak-m nded.

in awe.

G les cones into the darkened
Steven is getting

W LLOW

Hey G| es.

Gles conmes in, not smling.

STEVEN

Hey, G | es;

how are ya?

W LLOW

(oblivious)

You have a good talk with Buffy?

W1l ow takes a box of cookies or sonething fromthe
cupboard, goes to sit by the island.

G LES

(cl oses the door

behi nd hi m
Yes,

now t hat she’ s back.

W LLOW

(smling)
Isn’t

G LES

it awesone?

(goes over to the sink)

(renoves his gl asses)

Tel |
per f or med.

me about this spel

you

W LLOW

(excited)
Ch, okay,
Li ke,

first of all? So scary.
the Blair Wtch woul d have

had to watch |i ke this.
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She covers her eyes with one hand, peeks through parted
fingers. Then drops the hand and grins. Gles |ooks grim
W1l ow continues, not noticing his expression.

W LLOW

And, and, and this giant snake
came out my nouth and there was
all this energy crackling, and
this pack of denobns interrupted,
but | totally kept it together.
And then, the next thing you know?

(triunphant)
Buf fy.

STEVEN
Yeah, it was really, really cool
You woul d’ ve been proud of her.

She sniles proudly, takes out a cookie fromthe box and

takes a bite.
t he si nk.

G les has his back to her, doing something in

G LES
(over his shoul der)
You're a very stupid girl.

STEVEN
O not. ..

W1l ow pauses chewi ng, slowy stops smling and frowns.

W LLOW
VWhat? Gl es..

G LES
(turns to face her)
Do you have any idea what you’ ve
done? The forces you’ ve harnessed,
the lines you ve crossed?

W LLOW
| thought you’d be ... inpressed,
or, or sonmething.

G LES
Ch, don’t worry, you've ... nmade
a very deep inpression. O
everyone here ... you were the

one | trusted nost to respect the
forces of nature.

W LLOW
Are you saying you don’t trust ne?
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G LES
(intensely)
Thi nk what you’ ve done to Buffy.

STEVEN
Thi nk what she’s done to us!
W LLOW
| brought her back!
G LES
At incredible risk!
W LLOW
Ri sk? O what? Maki ng her deader?
STEVEN
She’ s got a point.
G LES
O killing us all. Unleashing
hell on Earth, | mean, shall | go
on?
W LLOW
No!
(st ands)

Gles, | did what | had to do. |
di d what nobody el se coul d do.

G LES
Oh, there are others in this
wor |l d who can do what you did.
You just don’t want to neet them
(turns away agai n)

W LLOW

No, probably not, but ... well,
they’'re the bad guys. I'’mnot a
bad guy.

(upset)
| brought Buffy back into this
wor |l d, a-and naybe the word you
shoul d be | ooking for is
"congratul ations."

G LES
Havi ng Buffy back in the world
makes nme feel ... indescribably
wonderful, but | wouldn't
congratul ate you if you junped

off a cliff and happened to survive.
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STEVEN
Those are two totally different
scenarios, Gles. Take it easy.

W LLOW
That’ s not what | did, Gles.
G LES
(angry)
You were | ucky.
W LLOW
| wasn’t lucky. | was amazi ng.

And how woul d you know? You
weren’'t even there.

STEVEN
She’ s right.

G LES

If I had been, |1’d have bl oody
wel | stopped you. The nagi cks you
channel ed are nore ferocious and
primal than anything you can hope
t o under st and,

(even nore angry)
and you are |lucky to be alive,
you rank, arrogant amateur!

STEVEN
(annoyed)
G|l es!

Gles angrily grabs his towel and turns to |eave.

W LLOW
You're right.

He pauses by the door, |ooks back at her.

G les stares at her,

rel ents.

W LLOW
The magi cks | used are very
powerful. |I"mvery powerful. And

maybe it’s not such a good idea
for you to piss nme off.

STEVEN
(surprised at her attitude)
Whoa. . .

then | ooks away. After a nonent,

38.
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W LLOW
Cone on, Gles, I-I don't want to
fight. I ... Let’s not, okay?
"1l think about what you said,
and you ... try to be happy
Buf fy’ s back.

G LES

(quietly)

W still don’t know where she was

or what happened to her.

Cut to the back porch. Buffy stands there, huggi ng herself.
W see her fromthe back.

A LES
(G S)
And |'mfar from convinced she’s
come out of all this undanmaged.

Pan around to Buffy’s front. She just stands there, | ooking
bl ank.

Suddenly a cigarette butt |ands on the porch by Buffy’'s feet.
She | ooks down, puts out her foot and grinds it out.

BUFFY
(not | ooki ng up)
Hel | o, Spi ke.

W see Spi ke standing on the |awn.

SPI KE
You hear all that noise?
(1 ooks toward the
kit chen door)

BUFFY
(nods)
Just enough to nake ne feel crappy.

SPI KE
You know wat cher-boy doesn’t mean
anything by it.

Spi ke conmes cl oser, steps onto the first stair. Buffy shrugs.

BUFFY
| guess. Everyone ...
(1 ong pause)
they all care. They all care so
much, it ... nmakes it all harder
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SPI KE
I’mnot sure | followed you
around that bend, |uv.
(steps onto second stair)

BUFFY
| don’t know. | just, | feel like
I’ mspending all of ny tine
trying to be okay, so they don’t
worry. It’s exhausting. And then,
...

She trails off, nakes a frustrated gesture and then cl enches
her hand into a fist.

SPI KE
And that makes 'em worry even nore.

Buffy | ooks at him doesn’'t reply. Spike wal ks the rest of
the way up onto the porch, conmes to stand next to her.

SPI KE
You want ne to take them out?
Gve ne a hell of a headache, but
| could probably thin the herd a
little.

After a nonent Buffy smiles a little. Spike |ooks pleased.

SPI KE
Knew | could get a grin.

They exchange a | ook.

Buf fy noves forward, sits on the top stair, sighs deeply.
Spi ke sits beside her.

BUFFY
Why are you al ways around when
[ m m serabl e?

SPI KE
' Cause that’s when you’ re al one,
| reckon. I'’mnot one for crowds

nysel f these days.
They | ook at each ot her agai n.

BUFFY
Me neither.

SPI KE
That works out nicely then.
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They sit there quietly, staring out at the night. Long shot
of the two of them on the porch.

BUFFY
So what do you know about finances?

Spi ke | ooks at her.

Cut to: exterior shot of the front of the house, night. The
front porch light is on, and one light upstairs.

Cut to inside. Dawn conmes down the stairs, wearing paj anmas.

G LES
(G S.)
Dawn?

W see Gles in the living room sitting on the sofa/bed,
readi ng a book. He gets up.

G LES
Coul dn’ t sl eep?

DAV
Not really. You?

G LES
(smles, indicating
hi s book)
Evidently not.
(puts the book down)

DAV
You ever try mXxing parts of
every cereal you got in one bow ?

G LES

(yawni ng)
Does it work?

DAV
(shrugs)
Gonna find out. Wanna come join
t he experinment?

G LES

I’ man ideal control group

(wal ks cl oser to her)
| find as you get older, that you
| ose patience with...

(1 ooks at sonething in

t he foyer)
...throw ng up.
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Dawn turns to see what he’s | ooking at. Shot of the inside
of the front door. The doorknob is rattling and turning.

G LES

(quietly)
Is that | ocked?

DAV
(nervous)
It should be.

Suddenly the door smashes in, hitting Dawn. She screans as
she goes flying back into the dining room The M Fashnik
denon cones in, sees G les, backhands him G les crashes
into the stairs, smashing the banister, then falls to the
floor.

The denon turns, sees Dawn, who is still lying on the floor,
| ooking fearfully at him

DEMON
You're not the Slayer.

Dawn sits up and stares at him

DEMON
But you'll do for a start.

He |l unges for her. Cl ose shot on Dawn scream ng. Bl ackout.
Act |V

Open on the sane scene. Dawn continues scream ng as the
denmon rushes at her. Before he reaches her, Buffy grabs him
from behind and pulls himback to face her.

BUFFY
You' re payin’ for that door, buddy.

She flings himinto the living room He |ands on his back on
the coffee-table, snmashing it to pieces.

BUFFY
Ooh!
(wi nces)
Tabl e!

The denon gets up, holding a piece of the table. He | ooks at
it, tosses it aside. It smashes a |lanp on a side table.

DEMON
You have cost ne, Sl ayer.
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BUFFY
| cost *you*? That’s a desi gner
| anp, ya nook!

The denon charges her, grabs her around the wai st and brings
her to the floor in the dining room She hits him then

ki cks himoff of her. He lands on the dining-roomtable,
smashi ng sonme di shes. Buffy gets up and the denon ki cks her
she stunbl es backward and knocks into a side table. A glass
vase falls, and Buffy catches it with both hands, |ooks at
it inrelief.

The denon charges her again and she kicks himback while

still holding the vase, then puts the vase carefully back on
the table. She kicks the denon again and he falls back
agai nst the wall, smashing sone picture-franes.

Spi ke appears and grabs the denon from behind, westles him
back.

BUFFY
Spi ke, no! I want himin the
ki t chen!

Spi ke hol ds the denon in the doorway and steps aside. Buffy
gives the denon a serious kick in the chest and he flies
backward t hrough the door into the kitchen, flies across the
room and bangs into the door |eading to the back porch. The
gl ass part of the door shatters. The denon grow s, sw pes at
Buf fy but she ducks and punches hi m

Spi ke follows theminto the kitchen and wat ches Buffy
hitting the denon. Buffy gets the denon in a head-1 ock.

BUFFY
Qpen the door!
(Spi ke | ooks confused)
The basenent! |’ m taking himdown.

Spi ke opens the door to the basenent and Buffy westles the
denmon through it. They both topple down the stairs, but
Buf fy nmanages to grab the banister and stop her fall as the
denmon continues falling, landing with a spl ash.

The denon gets up and we see that the basenment is stil
fl ooded ankl e-deep with water. Buffy cones down the stairs
and grapples with the denon agai n.

They exchange a few punches. Buffy grabs a pipe for support,
t hen ki cks the denon back.

The denon | ooks up, grabs a piece of pipe along the ceiling
and breaks it off.
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BUFFY
(angrily)

Wat er begins spraying again fromthe broken pipe.

The denon tries to attack Buffy with the pi pe but she grabs
it, kicks himin the groin and then hits himw th the pi pe.
He goes down with a big splash.

Buffy begins hitting himw th the piece of pipe, one stroke
for each word.

BUFFY
Full... copper... re-pipe! No...
nore... full... copper... re-pipe!

Finally she stops. The denon is floating face-down in the
wat er .

Buffy drops the pipe into the water, |ooks up, sighs and
pouts. Wal ks over to where the pipe attached to the ceiling
Is still emtting a steady trickle of water. She stares at
it unhappily.

SPI KE
(05
Whoa.

W see Spike standing at the top of the stairs staring down.

SPI KE
Did you know this place was fl ooded?

Buf fy closes her eyes in frustration.

WARREN
(0 S)
| think we have a lot to feel
good about .

Cut to the Three Ceeks’ basenent lair. The bank noney bags
are lying enpty on the floor. The lair has been fully
furnished with chairs, rugs, etc. It |ooks very posh. W see
Andrew setting up a periscope viewer, Jonathan doi ng
sonething at a display case, and Warren fiddling with a

pi ece of equi pnment that | ooks |ike a gun. Electronics

equi pnent ever ywhere.

WARREN
W got the noney. W got the lair.
And our one | oose end has been
t aken care of ...

( MORE)



45.

WARREN ( CONT’ D)
(lifts his weapon)
by the Sl ayer.

He pushes a button and flane shoots out of the thing he's
hol di ng.

WARREN
Fl amet hrower’ s up

Andr ew mani pul ates the periscope controls. Behind him on
the TV, we see the periscope inage. It pans across grass to
reveal a wonan kneeling on the | awn.

ANDREW
Peri scope’ s wor ki ng.

Jonat han cl oses the gl ass doors of the display case. A bunch
of action figures are set up inside it.

ANDREW
It 1 ooks |ike your nonis weedi ng
tuli ps again.

Jonat han turns away fromthe display case and folds his arns
triunphantly.

JONATHAN
Action figures? Fully depl oyed.

Warren goes to sit in a chair, smling.

ANDREW
| still can’'t believe it. W did
it! W can do anything. W could
stay up all night if we wanna.

WARREN
(sarcastic)
Whoa, whoa, whoa don’t get al
crazy on us, Andrew.

ANDREW

(pouty)
| was only sayi ng.

JONATHAN
What are we gonna do about Buffy?
You know sooner or later, the
Sl ayer’s gotta cone after us.

ANDREW
Bri ng her on.



WARREN
We coul d, uh, we could hypnotize
her .

ANDREW
Make her our willing sex bunny.

They all laugh their dorky |aughs again.

JONATHAN
|’mputting that on the |ist!

Jonat han goes over to the white-board.

ANDREW

Is this the life or what?
WARREN

Mm
ANDREW

| nean, here we got all the stuff
we ever wanted. ..

(we see Jonat han

writing "Hypnotize

Buffy" on the To Do |ist)
and we didn't even have to...

WARREN
Earn it?

ANDREW
Exact anundo.

JONATHAN

(turns away from

whi teboard to face then
It’s true, ny friends. The way I
see it ... lifeis like an
interstellar journey. Sone people
go into hypersleep and travel at
sub-1ight speeds...

(the ot hers noddi ng agreenent)
...only to get where they're
going after years of struggle,
toil and hard, hard work. W, on
the other hand ...

ANDREW
Bl ast through the space-tine
conti nuumin a wornhol e?

They all nod and smle happily.
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JONATHAN
Gentlenen ... crinme is our wormhol e.

Jonathan lifts a cigar to his nouth with one hand, with the
ot her hand a flam ng pi ece of paper noney. He lights the
cigar and takes a triunphant puff.

ANDREW

But ... everyone knows...

(Jonat han frantically

bl owi ng out the fire

on the bill)
if the width of a wormhol e cavity
i s a whol e nunber of wavel engt hs,
plus a fraction of that wavel ength?
The coinciding particle activity
col | apses the infrastructure.

Warren turns to face Andrew. Warren is wearing a virtual -
real ity headset that covers the whole top half of his face.

WARREN
Dude. Don’t be a geek.

Cut to: interior Sumrers house, day. Dawn and WIlow sitting
on the sofa trying to fit together the pieces of the broken
| anp. Pan across to show the destruction: front door
standing open with a big hole in it, banister on the stairs
br oken, pieces of coffee table on the floor. Xander sits
across fromthe sofa, trying to fix the coffee table. In the
background Anya and Buffy sit by a desk | ooking at papers,
with Steven standing behind them. Buffy's chair is held
toget her with duct tape.

BUFFY
This is going to take forever,
isnt it?

STEVEN

Hopeful Iy not.

ANYA
Not forever. Just a very |ong
time. Un, here it is.
(shows Buffy sone papers)
Your first approximation of your
spanki ng new debt .

BUFFY
(stares at the paper
i n di smay)
|’ ve trashed this house so many
times. How did Mom pay for this?



XANDER
For starters, she saved nopney
with this crappy-ass coffee table.

ANYA
Vell, there s always that
char gi ng opti on.

BUFFY
No! I will definitely ...
probably not be doing that.

G les and Tara enter fromthe kitchen.

A LES
Well, | know |’ m back in Amrerica
now |’ ve been knocked unconsci ous.

STEVEN
(laughs a little)
Wel cone honme, G| es.

G LES
(Tara hands him an
I ce- pack)
Thank you.

BUFFY
Aw. Poor |lunmpy G | es.

TARA
What do you think the denon
want ed, anyway?

Dawn junps as the piece of lanp in her hands crunbl es.

TARA
| nean, aside fromcosting you a
bundl e.

BUFFY

Don’t know. Now he’s way too dead
to answer that question. Wsh |
knew who hired him

W LLOW
Qoh, | could do a l|ocator spell...

G les looks up fromholding the ice pack agai nst his head,
gives WIllow a | ook.

W LLOW
(stops smling)
O not.
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XANDER
That’s it.
(drops the table |eg)
Four hours. I'mcalling it,

people. This coffee-table is gone.
(el odramati cal | y)
Dam it!

St even | aughs at that.

DAV
Also, this lanp’s in critica
condi ti on.
(shot of Buffy | ooking worried)

W LLOW
Vell, uh, let’s take these things
out to the trash and give 'ema
decent throwi n’ out.

WIllow, Tara, Steven, Xander, and Anya pick up the various
pi eces of lanp and coffee-table, and exit. G les wal ks over
to Buffy, | ooking concerned. Dawn wat ches them anxi ously.

G LES
(sits next to Buffy)
Buf fy?
BUFFY
(quietly) |
| don’'t h|nk | can do this.

G LES
Yes you can. Your nother dealt
with this sort of thing all the

time.
(Buffy | ooks up)
She took ... one crisis at a tine
wi t hout the aid of any
superpowers ... and got through
it all. So can you.
BUFFY
You sure?
G LES

|’ m positive.

Buf fy | ooks slightly reassured. The phone rings.
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BUFFY
(gets up)
Who’'s cal ling me? Everybody I
know | ives here.
(wal ks toward Kkitchen)
"1l be back.

Buffy exits into the kitchen.

DAV
(to G les)
| bet it’s creditors. The
houndi ng’ s begun. | read about it.
So you think we’'ll starve?
G LES

| very nuch doubt it.

DAV
No chance |1'd have to quit schoo
to work assenbling cheap toys in
a poorly-ventil ated sweat shop?

G LES
Poorly-ventilated ... Wat have
you been readi ng?

Buf fy returns, wal king qui ckly and purposefully toward the
front.

Buffy, what is it?

She turns back to face them pauses for a nonment before
speaki ng.

BUFFY
Angel .

A LES
Is he in trouble?

BUFFY
He knows that I'm...
(trails off. Shot of
Dawn wat chi ng wi th concern)

He, he needs to see ne. | have to
see him

A LES
Yes, of course. You'll |eave for

L. A, tonorrow.



BUFFY
(shakes her head)
Not L.A. And not here. Sonmewhere
in the mddle. There’s a, a place.

G LES
| see. Well, we should get al
these ... bills and things out of

t he way bef ore-

BUFFY
| gotta go now.

She starts to | eave, pauses and turns back agai n.
BUFFY
Un thanks for taking care of
this for me.

She exits, leaving Dawn and G les staring at each other
dismay in the trashed Iiving room Bl ackout.

Executi ve Producers: Joss Wiedon and Marti Noxon.
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