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Shadow

A Buffy the Vanpire Sl ayer episode witten by David Fury and
transcri bed by Joan the English Chick

(pi sces@ngl i shchick.com. Oiginal Air Date: Novenber 21,
2000

Transcri ber’s Notes:

*] do not own the characters or situations of BTVS, and I
claimno credit for the content of this episode. | have
nerely transcri bed what appeared on ny screen, with help
fromthe cl osed captions.

*| prefer that you link to this transcript on the Psyche
site rather than post it on your site, but you can post it
on your site if you want, as |long as you keep nmy nane and
emai | address on it. Please also keep ny disclainers intact.
*You can use ny transcripts in your fanfiction stories; you
don’t have to ask ny perm ssion. (However, if you use |arge
portions of episode dialogue in your fanfic, | reconmend you
give credit to the person who wote the episode.) *I

apol ogi ze in advance for ny lanme transcription of the fight
scenes. | don’t know the nanmes of different punches and

ki cks. Use your imnagination.

Fade in on hospital CAT scan room Joyce lies on the

machi ne, wearing a hospital gown. W see a gl ass w ndow,

behi nd which two technicians are standing. The machi ne nakes
noi ses as the part Joyce is lying on slides into it. C ose-
up on Joyce’'s face. She closes her eyes. Long shot of the
machi ne. Cl ose-up on Joyce’'s face again, her eyes open again.
She cl oses t hem agai n.

Cut to Dawn fiddling with a bracelet on her right wist. A
hand cones into view and gives her a can of soda. It’s Buffy.
Dawn | ooks up at her. She sits down next to Dawn and opens
her own can.

DAVWN
What is a CAT scan exactly?
BUFFY
| don’t know. It’s sone...x-ray,
| guess.
DAVWN

Where do they get the CAT scan
fron? | nean, do they test it on
cats or...or does the nachine
sort of look like a cat?

BUFFY
Dawn, I'mreally...



She stops herself as Dawn gi ves her an apprehensive | ook.
Buf fy puts her arm around Dawn and brings Dawn’s head to
rest on her shoul der. She kisses the top of Dawn’s head.

STEVEN

(of f-screen)
CAT scan stands for conputerized
axi al tonography.

(sits next to Dawn)

(cal my)
A CAT scan or

(uses air quotes)
"CT scan"

(speaks)
uses high tech conputers al ong
with | ow dose x-rays to generate
two or three dinensional imges
of the human anatomny. It all ows
t he Radi ol ogist to view one thin
slice or

(uses air quotes)
"picture"”

(speaks)
at a time throughout the entire
anat om cal area bei ng scanned.
The CT scan allows for early
detection of certain cancers and
it’s a val uabl e diagnhostic tool.

Dawn and Buffy | ook up at Steven.

STEVEN
(smles)
Hey, girls.

Long shot of themsitting there in the hospital waiting room
as various staff people wal k by.

Cut to a tel ephone book, open to a page where we see a | arge
advertisenment for the Magi c Box.

TARA VO CEOVER
"Your one-stop spot to shop for
all your occult needs.™

W see Tara and G |l es standi ng behind the counter, |ooking
at the ad.

TARA
Cat chy.

A LES
Thi nk so?



TARA
Uh-huh. In a...hard to read sort
of way, but | think it’s great.

G LES
Oh.

Tara noves away as G |es studies the ad and soundl essly
nout hs the words to hinself. The door opens and Anya enters,
foll owed by Xander and WIlow. Anya inmediately begins

strai ghtening the nmerchandi se on the shel ves.

XANDER

I’mjust saying, | think it’s rude.
W LLOW

| wouldn’t call it rude.
XANDER

Rude-i sh. Rude-esque. Watever

you want to call it. \Wen a

person nmakes a "destroy al
vanpi res" date, it's sinple
courtesy to wait for your co-
destroyers. Am1| right, Gles?

G LES

|’ m al nost certain you' re not,

but to be fair, | wasn’t |istening.
TARA

Oh, the-the new phone book’s in
with M. Gles ad.

Anya races around the counter, shoving past Tara.

W LLOW
Oh, nice.

ANYA
Yay! Am | nentioned?
(1 ooki ng eagerly at
t he ad)

A LES
Not as such.

ANYA
(di sappoi nt ed)



XANDER
kay, we were supposed to hook up
with Riley this norning, to take
on a nest o’ vanps holed up in a
tonb? So we get there, and guess
what? Tell him WII.

W LLOW
Tonb go boom

XANDER
Yep. Captain Anerica blowed it up
real good. Al by his |one wolf
| onesorme.

G LES
Hrm uh, rather reckless of him
(We see Anya still
studyi ng the ad.)

XANDER
|’d say very rather.

A LES
Al that aside, | should think
you' d be pleased to avoid the
confrontati on.

ANYA
That’ s what |’ ve been saying. |
nmean, | for one didn’t want to

start ny day with a sl aughter.
(Suddenly gets a | ook
of realization on her
face; excitedly)
Which really just goes to show
how nmuch |’ ve grown!
(Smles hugely. WIIow
and Tara grin at each other)

G LES
Yes, well, um in any event, uh,
since you're all here, Tara and I
coul d use your hel p researching
Buf fy’ s mysterious woman.

XANDER
Oh yeah, this has been fruitful.
Trying to | ook up sonet hi ng
you. .. never saw and don’t know
t he nanme of.



ANYA
Just do what | do: flip through
t he pages and | ook busy.

W LLOW
lt’d be nice if we knew where she
was, where she’s hiding out.

XANDER
No doubt | urking around sone
sewer or condemmed church or rat-
i nf est ed war ehouse. You know, the
usual haunts.

Cut to: a beautiful, well-appointed apartnment. dory
reclines on a round bed surrounded by shoeboxes. A denobn
dressed in nonk’s clothing is kneeling on the floor, holding
a scroll.

DREG
Most beaut eous and suprenely
magni fi cent one, this dark spel
| hold in my worthless and scabby
hand is our gift to you, nost
tingly and wonderful dorificus..

GLORY
(trying on a shoe)
Pl ease, call ne dory. And get
up, looking at you is hurting ny
neck.

DREG
(gets up)
Forgi ve me, shiny special one. |
beg of you to rip out ny
i nadequat e t ongue.

GLORY
(reaches out her hand)
G nme.

Dreg grins and wal ks forward, sticking out his tongue. dory
waits till he’s close enough and then grabs the scroll

DREG

Ch.

(1 aughs nervously)
| thought...

(still laughing as

G ory exam nes the paper)
You shoul d know, your el aborate
mar vel ousness, that this dark
i ncantati on has been | ost for
eons. ..



GLORY
Uh- huh.
(trying on anot her shoe)

DREG
And great dangers have been faced
to...

GLORY

(sticking her |eg

straight up in the air)
Does this punp nake ny ankl e | ook
bony?

DREG

No! No, no, your terrifically
snooth one, it is the epitone of
ankl es.

(G ory ignores him

tryi ng on anot her shoe)
To touch such an ankle would be -
but 1’ m not touching. |’ m backing
away.

G ory kicks out her foot and the shoe flies off it, hitting
Dreg in the forehead.

DREG
OnM  Thank you.
GLORY
Dreg, is it?
(Gets up)
DREG

Yes. Dreg. Your creany cool ness
has honored ne by speaking ny
name. Your voice is like a

t housand sweet songbirds that-

GLORY
(irritated)
Yeah, | never tire of hearing
that. Look, just so we're clear,
the spell’s gonna work, right?
(Dreg nods anxi ously.
G ory turns and goes
to the w ndow, peeking
around the curtain)
| nmean, nothing worse than a gift
t hat doesn’t work.
( MORE)



GLORY (CONT' D)
Then 1’ d have to get all mad and
kill you!
(apol ogeti cal ly)
It’s this whole big thing.

DREG
It will work, your extreneness.
Provi ded you have the other itens
you need.

GLORY
Don't worry. I’Il have them al
right.

She wal ks past himto where a copy of the phone book is
sitting open to the page with Gles’ ad. She tears out the
page and smiles at it.

A.ORY
I"ll have it all

Wl f how . Opening credits.

Guest starring Care Kramer, Charlie Wber, Kevin Wisman,
W1 liam Forward, Anmber Benson as Tara, and Kristine

Sut herl and as Joyce Summers. Witten by David Fury, directed
by Daniel Attias.

Exterior of the Sumrers house, day. Riley approaches the
front door and finds it slightly ajar. He knocks and wal ks in.

Rl LEY
(cal l'i ng)
Hel | 0? Buffy?

He takes off his jacket, then notices sonething on the fl oor
and picks it up. It’s a blanket. He frowns, | ooks up the
stairs, drops both blanket and jacket and starts up the stairs.

Cut to: Spike holding a pink sweater up to his face and
i nhaling deeply. He |owers the sweater, sighing happily,
then takes another sniff as Riley appears behind him

Rl LEY
What are you doing in here?

Spi ke whirls around and we see he’s in Buffy’s bedroom He
qui ckly hides the sweater behind his back.

SPI KE
What, ne? | was um..uh...what
are *you* doi ng here?



Rl LEY
Looking for the girl who's gonna
rip your arns off when she finds
out you were in her bedroom
(Wal ks forward.)

SPI KE
Oh yeah? Well...ne too.

Ri | ey gl ances down, nmakes a nove toward Spi ke’ s hands. Spike
flinches backward and tries to maneuver so Riley can't see
what he’ s hol di ng.

Rl LEY
(benused)
Were you...were you just snelling
her sweater?

SPI KE
(scoffs)

(Riley glares at him
Vell, yeah, all right, | did.
It’s a...predator thing, nothin
wong with it. Just...know your
eneny’s scent, whet the appetite
for a hunt.

(He sniffs the sweater again)
Ah, that’s the stuff! Slayer
musk, it’s bitter and aggravati ng!

Spi ke presses the sweater against his face and nakes angry
growl i ng noises. Riley snatches the sweater away from him
tosses it aside, then grabs Spike by the front of his shirt.

Rl LEY
Qut .

As Riley hustles Spike out, Spike grabs a piece of |acy pink
underwear from a drawer.

Riley hurries down the stairs, pulling Spike after him

SPI KE

Hey, watch it! Easy, you're
brui sing the | eather!

(They reach the bottom

of the stairs and

Riley lets go)
Look. I know for a bl eeding fact
the Slayer wouldn’t mnd ne being
her e.



Rl LEY
Right. What’s a little sweater-
sni ffing between sworn enem es.

SPI KE
Your girl in the habit of buying
her enem es drinks? ' Cause she
spent the better part of | ast
night with ne,
- (snugly)
doi ng just that.

Rl LEY

' Cause you guys are such tight pals.
SPI KE

Yeah.
Rl LEY

That’ s good. Tell ne another.

SPI KE
Okay, how " bout this one. Twi ce
in recent nmenory, she’s had the
| over-wi ccas do a deinvite on the
house. Keep out specific vanps.
Ever ask yourself why she’ s never
taken ny nanme off the guest |ist?

Rl LEY
(falters for a nonent)
Because you’ re harm ess.

SPI KE
Ch yeah, right.
(scoffs)
Takes one to know, | suppose.
Least | still got the attitude.

(looking Riley up and down)
What do you got, a piercing
gl ance? Face it, white bread.
Buffy’s got a type, and you're
not it. She |likes us dangerous,
rough, occasionally bunpy in the
f orehead regi on.

(patroni zi ngly)
Not that she doesn’t |ike
you...but sorry Charlie, you're
j ust not dark enough.

Ril ey scow s, grabs Spi ke, opens the door and thrusts Spike
out into the sunlight.



10.

SPI KE
Hey. .. Hey! Hey! Hey!

Rl LEY
Am | dark enough for you now?

SPI KE
Bl oody pull nme back in, you sod,
|’mstarting to sizzlel

Rl LEY
You don’t know anyt hi ng about
Buf fy, you never did. I'’mthe one

who knows what she needs.

SPI KE
Oh yeah? That’s why you're with
her at hospital right now, giving
her what she needs.

Rl LEY
(pul I's Spi ke back inside)
What are you tal ki ng about ?

SPI KE

Don’t you know, didn’t she tell you?
Rl LEY

You tell ne.
SPI KE

Mumi s sickly. Buffy took her to
the hospital for a bit of prod 'n
probe. Bite-sized one went too.

(needl i ng)
You know, it’s-it’s funny her not
calling you about that. |’ve

known since |ast night.
Ri | ey grabs Spi ke and shoves hi moutside. Sizzling noises.

SPI KE
(05
Bl anket! Bl anket!

Ri |l ey kicks the blanket out and slans the door. He | eans
agai nst the bani ster |ooking conflicted.

Cut to Buffy in the hospital, pacing outside a door marked
"Exam nati on Room" She tw ddl es her fingers nervously and
sighs. A hand appears and grabs her shoul der; she spins around.



BUFFY

(sighs)
Ril ey.

Rl LEY
Sorry. | heard. | thought maybe
you' d...need ....

Buf fy hugs him

BUFFY
| do. I do. I'm gl ad.
(pul I's back)
I just, I-1 didn’t...l mean,

until we knew what it was...

Rl LEY
| understand. How s she doi ng?

Buffy turns to | ook at the door.

BUFFY
Vel l, she just had a CAT scan. |
was about to go in and find out.
WIIl you...sit with Dawn while |
talk to Mon? She’s in the waiting

room
Rl LEY
Yeah, yeah, you got it.
STEVEN
Hey, Ril ey.
Ri |l ey | ooks at Steven.
Rl LEY

(hal f-wonderi ng/ hal f -j eal ous)
What’ re you doi ng here?

STEVEN
Canme to see how t hey were.
(to Buffy)

Buffy, now that Riley's here, |I'm
gonna go to the Magi c Box. See
what we can find on our new
creature feature.

BUFFY
(appreciatively)
Thanks for com ng by.

11.
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STEVEN
(smles warniy)
You got it.

He hugs her.
STEVEN
Your nomi s gonna be fine, Buffy.
| prom se.
He lets go, then | ooks at Ril ey.
STEVEN
(smles)
Take good care of her, Finn.
He wal ks of f.

Buf fy nods, sighs, turns away. Riley turns in the opposite
di rection.

Cut to Buffy entering a darkened room

BUFFY
Hi .
W see Joyce and a doctor standing in front of a set of CAT
scan i mages stuck on a lighted wall. They turn.
BUFFY

May | come in?

JOYCE
Oh, of course, baby, cone on in.
Uh, where’s Dawn?

BUFFY
Uh, she’s with Riley. They're
watching TV in the waiting room

JOYCE

Did Steven | eave?
BUFFY

Yeah, he left after R ley showed up
DR | SAACS

Excuse ne, |I’mjust gonna check

on the status of the OR

(Exits)

BUFFY

The OR?
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JOYCE
Dr lIsaacs says |I'’m..|ucky
there’s one avail abl e on such
short notice. Sonme people wait
for days, sonetinmes, weeks.

BUFFY
(softly)
Mom what did they find?
JOYCE
A shadow. |’ ve got a shadow.

(1 ooks at the images

on the wall)
Sonewhere...over there...he
showed it to nme, but, um..they
have to do a biopsy to find out
exactly what it is.

Buf fy | ooks upset. They hug.

JOYCE
(voi ce breaking)
Doctor says it’s too early to be
concer ned.

BUFFY
Ri ght .
(pull's back to | ook
Joyce in the face)
No concern

JOYCE
Just a shadow.

They smle bravely at each other. Buffy turns to | ook at the
i mages agai n.

W LLOW VO CEOVER
| just wish we knew what we were
deal ing with.

Cut to Magic Box. The table is spread with books, Xander,
Tara, and Wllow sitting around it.

W LLOW
It feels |like we’'re going around
in circles.

In the background we see Anya | ooki ng at bookshel ves and a
cust oner wal ki ng through the shop.
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XANDER
Qur circles are going around in
circles. W’ ve got dizzy circles
here, G| es.

The door opens and Steven wal ks in.

The cust oner

STEVEN
Hey, guys.

wal ks up to the counter and hands Gles an item

G LES
Ah, weepi ng buddha, shoul ders
your spiritual burden
(waps the item
Makes a | ovel y paperwei ght too.

TARA
Maybe she’s not in the books.

W LLOW
What do you nean?

TARA

| nmean, what if she’s not a denon
or sorceress or spirit or
what ever these books cover?

(G les | ooks over at

her as he rings up the sale)
What if she’s sonmething el se
al t oget her ?

STEVEN
If she’s sonething el se
al toget her, we’ve got a huge
probl em

G LES
Thank you, cone again.
(Hands itemto
custoner and cones out
from behi nd counter
toward the table)
Somet hi ng new, you nean?

TARA
(shakes head)
Sonmething old. So old it pre-
dates the witten word.

STEVEN
(surprised)
Whoa.
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W LLOW
(thi nks of sonet hi ng)
G les, the Dagon sphere. You said
that was created to repel...

G LES
That whi ch cannot be named.
(renoves gl asses thoughtfully)

W LLOW
So I’ mthinking naybe she. ..

G LES
Predat es | anguage itself?

W1l ow nods significantly. Xander | ooks puzzl ed.

XANDER
Vell hey, if it means | don’t
have to read any nore, woo! And
m ght | add a bi g hoo!

G LES
If Tara’s right, then we’'re blind.
There’s...there’s no way we can
determ ne... her noves, her
habits, where she’ll turn up next--

He turns around, putting his glasses back on, and is
confronted by Aory. She has a fewitens in her hands.

G LES
Oh! | beg your-

GLORY
(abruptly)
Uh- huh.
(hol ds up itemns)
| want these.

G LES
Yes, of course!
(hurries behind the
counter, taking the itens)
Un you find everything all right?

GLORY
No probl eno.
(takes out her purse
as Gles scribbles on
a receipt)



A LES
That’s, um ..

Shot of Xander, Tara, and WIllow sitting at the table,
ignoring Gles and his "custoner." Cash regi ster noi ses.
They conti nue | ooking at the books.

G LES

Your receipt.

(hands receipt to an

i npatient d ory)
And. ..

(puts itens in a paper bag)
Thank you!

(hands bag to d ory.

She smles and | eaves.

G les watches her, smling.)

G LES

(turns back to the

ot hers, renoves

gl asses agai n)
She coul d be anywhere. But if she
is as powerful as, uh, Buffy
says, | imagine it won't be | ong
bef ore she makes hersel f known.

STEVEN
Hopeful ly very | ong.

Shot of the others sighing and turning back to the books.

Cut to hospital. Dawn is curled up asleep on an arncthair.
Ri | ey drapes his jacket over her and crouches beside her.
Across the room we see Buffy sitting and watching them
Ril ey cones over to sit next to her. She puts her head on
hi s shoul der. He kisses the top of her head.

Suddenly Buffy sees the doctor approaching. She gets up and
wal ks over to him |eaving R |ey behind.

DR | SAACS
Everything went fine, they' re
novi ng her into recovery now.

BUFFY
(nervous)
Do we have the results yet?

DR. | SAACS
Let’s, um sit down over here for
a mnute.

16.
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BUFFY
No!
(nore quietly)
Excuse ne, no, |...l don’t nean
to be rude, | just, |’ve been
sitting for hours, | don't wanna
sit. | just...tell ne, please.

DR | SAACS
Your nother has...the termis
| ow-grade glioma. It’s a brain
tunmor. The clinical nane is
ol i godendroglioma. It’s in the
| eft hem sphere of the cerebrum
In your nother’s case the tunor
seens to have started there. In
ot her words, it hasn’'t spread
from anot her part of the body...

He keeps tal king but his voice fades out as the canera zoomns
slowy in on Buffy’s di smayed face. Bl ackout.

Fade back in on Buffy still listening to the doctor.

DR | SAACS
| know this is very difficult,
and, uh, because of the nature of
your nother’s
I 1l ness...unfortunately, things
may progress very quickly.

BUFFY
Thi ngs? Wat thi ngs?

DR | SAACS
Synptons. There’'s a fair variety
that m ght present. Loss of
vi sion or appetite, |ack of
nmuscl e control, uh, nobod sw ngs...

BUFFY
But what can we do?

DR. | SAACS
Well, not nuch, until we

determne if the tunor’s operable.
Whi ch we are worki ng on.

(Leads Buffy over to

sonme chairs and they sit)

BUFFY
Is there sonething that I...
nmean...can | hel p?



DR | SAACS
Vell, there’s some literature you
m ght want to look at. If we
aren’t able to go in surgically,
there are a nunber of new
treatnents that are very
prom sing. Your nother’s
prognosis is a |l ot better today
than it would have been only a
year ago. Even if the tunor’s not
operabl e, she has a real chance.

BUFFY
What’'s a real chance?

DR | SAACS

Nearly one out of three patients
with this condition does just
fine.

(Buffy sits back

| ooki ng shocked.

Canera stays on her

face as the doctor continues.)
Now, |et ne ask. Does your
not her’ s i nsurance conpany
require copies of the MRl and
pat hol ogy reports?

BUFFY
" m not sure.
DR | SAACS
(09)
Vell, just let ne know as soon as

possible. And | could use sone

I nformati on regardi ng your nom s
lifestyle and honme environnent.
For instance, does she use a cel
phone?

BUFFY
(frowns)
Uh, | think so. Uh, yeah, she um
she-she has one of those ear things.

DR | SAACS
OK, is your house near any power
|l ines, chem cal plants, waste
di sposal facilities?

BUFFY
Unh...I-1 don’t know. Maybe.

18.
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DR. | SAACS
Well, the nore we know. ..

BUFFY
[’ m sorry.

The doctor scows and wites on his clipboard. Ben approaches
and puts his hand on the doctor’s shoul der.

BEN
Excuse ne Doc, but they told ne
you’' re needed in | CU

DR. | SAACS
Excuse ne, M ss Summers.
(Gets up)
BUFFY

(di stracted)
Uh, it’s okay.

| saacs | eaves and Ben sits down next to Buffy.

BEN
Thought you | ooked |i ke you
needed a break. Guy’'s great, but
he doesn’t have the bone in his
head that tells himwhen to back

of f.
BUFFY
You nean...they, they didn't need
hi nf?
BEN
Well, |I'"m sure soneone does

sonmewhere, they always do. He
really is a good doctor. Your
nonmi s in good hands.

BUFFY
(smles)
Thank you. It’s Ben, right?
BEN
Ri ght .
BUFFY

He, um he was just telling nme
that there’s nothing I can do.



BEN
Yeah, I’mgonna tell you the sane
thing. Gve yourself a break
Li sten, your nonis gonna be
unconsci ous for at |east another
si X, seven hours.

BUFFY
A break?
BEN
Vell, | just nean go out, get

sonme air. Come back |later on this
evening, talk to the doc then if
you want. My unsolicited advice
of the day.

He | eaves. Buffy | eans her head back and sighs deeply.
Rl LEY
(09)
Buf fy.

Ri | ey approaches and Buffy gets up to hug him

BUFFY
lt’s bad.

Rl LEY
| know.

BUFFY

(grabs her coat and
puts it on)
| have to do sonet hi ng.

Rl LEY
Do sonet hi ng?

BUFFY
Yeah, |ike, you know, magic, |ike
a healing spell.

Rl LEY
Buffy...people get sick. | don't
t hi nk magi c-

BUFFY

That attitude s not hel ping.
(Rl ey | ooks cowed)
| have to try.

20.
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Rl LEY
Ckay.

BUFFY
| need to talk to Gles. Un, wll
you do ne a favor and, and drop
Dawn off at school, and tell her
[’11 nmeet her at the magic shop
in an hour when she gets off?

Rl LEY
O course, whatever you need ne
to do.
(Buffy starts to | eave)
Buf f y!

(she stops)
What do you want ne to tel
Dawn. . . about your non?

They both | ook at Dawn, still sleeping in the chair with
Ril ey s jacket over her.

BUFFY
Tell her we don’t know anything yet.

Ril ey nods. Buffy turns and | eaves.
Cut to nmagic shop. Anya is |ooking through a pile of

recei pts. W see Xander in the background. Suddenly Anya
stops and stares at a receipt.

ANYA
Hey.
(1 ouder)
Hey!
(shouti ng)
HEY!

Xander turns to | ook at her. Anya holds up the recei pt and
waves it as Gles, WIlow, Steven and Tara come rushing over
Gles wears a large false smle

ANYA
HEY! !

G LES
Anya, your heys are startling the
cust oners.

XANDER

And-and pretty nuch the state.



St even grins.

22.

STEVEN
And probably waki ng up every dog
in the universe.

ANYA
You sol d sonmeone a Khul’'s amnul et
and a Sobeki an bl oodst one.

G LES
Yes, | believe | did.
(takes receipt and
exanmines it)

ANYA
Are you stupid or sonething?

G LES
Al'l ow ne to answer that question
with a firing.

XANDER
She’ s ki ddi ng!
(to Anya)

An, we tal ked about the enpl oyee-
enpl oyer vocabul ary no-nos. That
was number five.

ANYA
(grabs receipt back
fromG | es)
You never sell these things
t oget her, ever! Bad news! Don’t
you know about the Sobekites?

W LLOW
Ch! | do. It was an anci ent
Egyptian cult, heavy into dark

magi c.
(Anya nods)

TARA
And the Khul’s anulet, wasn’t
that a transnogrification conduit?

ANYA
Damm strai ght!
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A LES
Be that as it may, | still see no
reason for concern. | nean, the-

t he Sobeki an transnogrification

spells were | ost thousands of

years ago. And besides, the young

worman to whom | sold them woul d

have to have had enornous power -
(St ops suddenly.)

W LLOW

(quietly)
Young wonan?

A LES
Oh, dear | ord.

STEVEN
Ch, crap.

Everyone | ooks al arned except Xander, who | ooks confused.

XANDER
What ?

Cut to a carousel whirling around, brightly lit, playing
cheerful nmusic. Pan down to Riley and Dawn sitting on a
bench in front of it. Dawn is holding an ice-creamfl oat,
poking at it with her spoon, distracted.

Rl LEY
You' re nelting.
DAV
OCh, um..guess |’mnot hungry.
Rl LEY
Maybe 1’ m not making this any
better.
DAV

No, | just...this is better.
(They smi | e nervously
at each other and are
qui et for a nonent.)
| had ny tenth birthday party here.

Rl LEY
Real | y?



Dawn sm | es.

DAV
Mnhmm We' d just noved to
Sunnydal e, and...Mmrented the
carousel for an entire hour for
just nme and ny friends.

(pauses)
Except | hadn’t made any friends
yet, so...it was just nme and Mom

and Buffy riding it by ourselves,
over and over and over again...
(Riley smles)
for the whole hour, just so Mom
felt like we’d gotten our noney’s
wort h.
(Pause, then Dawn
speaks with her voice breaking)
She’ s...she’s not gonna get
better, is she?

Rl LEY
(l eans toward her)
Absol utely she will. Sunmers

wonen are tough

DAV
I’mreally glad you' re here.
Rl LEY
Thanks.
DAV
Buffy’ s gl ad too.
Rl LEY
(smles skeptically)
Yeah?
DAV

She sure cries a lot less with
you than she did with Angel

Rl LEY
(surprised)
Angel ... nmade her cry a lot, huh?

DAV
Everything with himwas all...
(grimaces, mekes cl aw
notions with hands)
eee, you know?
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Rl LEY
All...?
DAVWN
You know..."ny boyfriend s a
vanpi re" crazy crazy.
(Ri | ey nods)

Every day was |like the end of the
wor | d. She doesn’t get all worked
up li ke that over you

Ril ey | ooks stung, but tries not to showit. Dawn realizes
she didn’t say the right thing.

DAV
| think you ve been really good
for her.

She sni |l es encouragi

ng
but he doesn't really

ly. Riley tries to return her smile,
feel it.
Cut to nagic shop

BUFFY
So | figured there has to be sone
kind of mystical cure, right? |
nmean, like a, a potion, or a
spell or sonmething. We have to | ook.

During this speech the camera pans around the table show ng
us Anya, Xander, Steven, Tara, Buffy, and WIllow sitting,
and G les standing, leaning with his hands on the table.

W LLOW
We can look...l nmean, we wll,
but...l haven’t seen anyt hing.
G LES

The truth is, uh, the...nystical
and the nedical aren’t neant to
m x, Buffy. Sorry, um.. .the
human mnd is very delicate. Too
much can go w ong.

TARA
Yeah, |’ve heard stories about
people trying healing spells...if
we did sonething, it could nmake
things a | ot worse, Buffy.

ANYA
W’ ve done just about enough
maki ng t hi ngs worse for one day,
haven't we?
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Everyone | ooks guilty except Buffy, who | ooks confused.

BUFFY
Why? What do you nean?

XANDER
Uh, not hing. Anya broke
a...bippity boppity boo. A thing.
Don’t worry about it.

ANYA
| did not! | didn’'t break-

G LES
Anya, Buffy doesn’t need to hear
about your...clunsiness right now.

ANYA

(sighs)
My clunsiness. | mean, that is
So-

(WI1ow and Xander

gi ve her meani ngf ul

| ooks. She | ooks at Buffy)
...like...me. Slippery,
slippery...butterfingers.

BUFFY
(not fool ed)
What happened?

G LES
Not hi ng to concern you, uh-

BUFFY
G | es!

G LES
(sighs)
uh,
(enbar r assed)

denpn woman was here, the one who
attacked you.

The,

Buf fy | ooks al ar ned.

W LLOW
It’s no biggie, she-she just got
an anul et and a bl oodst one.

ANYA
That can create a nonster

26.



W LLOW
Ckay, biggie.

BUFFY
My god, are you guys okay though?
| nmean, did - no one got hurt,
right?

G LES
Oh no, thankfully, no, uh, no
vi ol ence to speak of.

STEVEN
Probably ’cause she coul dn’t
recogni ze us.

BUFFY
kay, so, that’s good...
(not under st andi ng why
everyone | ooks guilty)
How did she get away with this
bad nojo stuff?

Pause. The others | ook at each other in enbarrassnent.

ANYA
(whi speri ng)
Gles sold it to her.
(Buffy | ooks at Gl es accusingly)

G LES
(def ensi ve)
[, I, I... 1 didn"t know it was

her! 1 nean, how could I?
(sighs)
If it’s any consolation, | my

have overcharged her

STEVEN
(sarcastic)
Yeah. . . good i dea.

TARA
Anya figured out what the denon
| ady’ s up to.

ANYA
Yeah, a few thousand years ago
there was this cult, the tenple
of Sobek.

BUFFY
Sobek.
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ANYA
Reptil e denon. Sobekites were
reptil e worshi ppers.

XANDER
Just once | would like to run
into a cult of bunny worshi ppers.

ANYA
(angrily)
Great. Thank you very nuch for
t hose ni ght mares.

XANDER
Sorry.

ANYA
Anyway, their high priest Khul
had great nystic powers. He, um
forged an amulet with
transnogrifying crystal.

W LLOW
Transnogrifying is changing a
living thing into a different
ki nd of thing.

G LES
W’ ve nmanaged to deci pher the
mar ki ngs that were on the
bl oodstone that | sold - that she
left with. Un cobra. She s going
to transnogrify a cobra.

BUFFY
kay, so she’s making a nonster
What for? What does it do?

G LES

That’s the part...
(clears throat)
we’'re working on it.

BUFFY
Vel l, you keep working on it 1’11
go kill it.
(gets up to | eave)

G LES
Buf fy?
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BUFFY
(turns back)
What ? |’ m goi ng.

XANDER
Buffy, this chick creaned you
| ast tine.

BUFFY
That’ s because | wasn’t ready for
her last tinme. | am now.

W LLOW
But you-

BUFFY
But what? WII, | can’t just sit
here. | have to do sonething.

STEVEN
Then go knit! Buffy, | don't
want you goi ng up agai nst her!

BUFFY
(pi ssed)
Then it’s a good thing you aren’t
ny father.

She | eaves.

STEVEN
(conf used)
What does that nean?

XANDER
| think it nmeans that you can’'t
tell her what to do.

STEVEN
Ah.

Cut to: exterior shot of the Sunnydal e Zoo, day.

Cut to: inside the reptile building. Pan across a sign
expl ai ning the characteristics of the cobra. W see a cobra
case with the snake inside. Pan back across to dory | ooking
at the case. She punches a fist through the gl ass, reaches
in and grabs the snake. She holds it up to her face, smling.
The snake hisses. @ ory hisses back(?). The snake’s tai

| ashes angrily.



30.

GLORY
Chill, worm 1’ m gonna nmake you a
star!
(Laughs. W see Dreg
wat ching, smling.)

G ory takes the snake by the tail and lowers it into a | arge
clay vase, head-first. Dreg watches anxiously, then hands
her the anmulet. She holds it in both hands, over the nouth
of the vase.

A.ORY
Chant !

Dreg opens the scroll and begins to chant in a foreign
| anguage. Titles at the bottom of the screen translate.

DREG
The formis vessel, rendered new.
The base is stone, bathed in
bl ood. The gemis fire and
elements rarified...

GLORY

(speaks Engli sh)
Sobek, grant the power...

(Dreg continues chanting)
that it may nold this wetched
creature...that it may be
reborn...that it nmay serve..

(irritated)
ah! Dark incantations! Al ways
overwritten!

(Dreg stops chanting,

| ooks uncertainly at her)
Way can’t they just cut to the-

Suddenly Buffy tackles A ory fromthe side, slanm ng her
into a wall.

BUFFY
Fi ght ?

Buffy kicks Gory in the face.



31.

GLORY
No fair-
(Buffy kicks her again)
at t acki ng-
(Buf fy punches her in
t he stomach, then in
the face)
when | wasn’t even | ooki ng!
(Buffy grabs her head
and begins slanming it
agai nst the wall)

(She grabs Buffy’s

hand, rempoves it from

her head, and sl ans

Buffy into the wall.)
No, this Is no good.

(Buffy rises and tries

to punch her again;

G ory grabs Buffy’'s

armand pulls it

behi nd her)
" mout of the nonent...

(braces her other hand

agai nst Buffy’s shoul der)
and you’'re not giving nme anything
| can use. Dreg! |I’mnot hearing
chanti ng!

(Punches Buffy in the

face, then slans her

agai nst the wall)

DREG
qe)
Yes, G ory.
(resunes chanting)

Gory lifts Buffy to her feet again.

GLORY
Hey, hey. Work with ne here.
(FIl'ings Buffy backward
agai nst anot her wall .
She slides down to sit
on the floor.)
Ther e!
(grabs Buffy’s hair
and knees her in the face)
That feels nore real, don’t you
t hi nk?
( MORE)
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GLORY (CONT' D)
(Pulls Buffy up and
flings her agai nst
anot her wall. Buffy
| ands upsi de down and
stares, gasping, as
G ory approaches. She
grabs Buffy by the
throat and lifts her
up agai n.

GLORY
Even if | do have to carry your
per f or mance.

She throws Buffy across the room Buffy crashes through the
glass into the snake case.

GLORY
(throws up her arnms)
Scene!
DREG
C r hayyan w n- hud!
GLORY
(wal ki ng toward t he vase)
Ari se.
(1 ouder)
Ari se.
DREG
C r hayyan w n- hud!
GLORY
(annoyed)
Ari se!

The vase rocks wildly back and forth. Suddenly it expl odes
as the creature bursts out of it. It |looks like a very |arge
snake, but with arns. It hisses and sways back and forth.

DREG
He is arisen!

GLORY
" Bout damm ti ne!
(Smles. Blackout.)

Fade in on the reptile house. Dreg and G ory watch the
creature arising. Buffy picks herself up and clinbs out of
t he cage, unnoti ced.



The creature turns toward her and approaches.

GLORY
Spawn of Sobek!

puts her hands on its face.

Her smle fades as the creature continues to stare at her.

She sniles again and cl aps her

away .

Cut to nmgic

Gles wal ks toward Riley. W see Xander also getting up and

GLORY

The power is yours...

(We see Buffy | eaving)
to see what is unseen. To find
what is shrouded in shadow.
Al ready, you know what | seek. |
have given you form now find for
me the key. Seek it out in the
holy pl aces.

(The creature hisses)
Yes, yes, yes! Let your vision
gui de you to its hiding place,
and then return to ne and tell ne
where it lies.

GLORY
Now woul d be good.

GLORY

(giggles)
Fun, fun, funl

shop. Gles talking to a custoner

G LES
Al eister Crow ey Sings? Um
sadly, no, I-1 don’t carry that,

but I do have sone very nice

whal e sounds.

(Sees Riley entering)
Oh, excuse ne for a nonent.

comng to join them

RI LEY

Where' s Buffy?

G LES
Un she-she left a while ago.

hands as the creature turns
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Rl LEY
What ?
(sighs)
Wher e?

XANDER
That creepy denon woman’s
conjuring sone kind of nonster.

Rl LEY
And you |l et Buffy go after her?
Al one?

G LES
Uh, "let"” isn't really a factor

when she sets her mind to
sonet hi ng, you know t hat.

(He sees a custoner

appr oachi ng the

counter and hurries off.)

Rl LEY
(to Xander)
She’ Il get herself killed. It’s
crazy.

STEVEN
| tried to tell her that, but she
woul dn’t |isten.

XANDER
Yeah. Crazy. CGoing off alone,
hal f - cocked, instead of waiting
for much-needed backup...charging
inwith a big old hand
grenade...oh, wait.

Riley looks a little guilty.

Rl LEY
This is different.

XANDER

Yeah, it is. Buffy needs
sonet hing she can fight,
sonet hing she can solve. | don’'t
know what ki nd of action you're
| ooking for...

(1 ooks closer at Riley)
Do you?

Riley stares at him then | ooks away.
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XANDER
Hey, I’mnot trying to get-
Rl LEY
It’s cool.
XANDER
You okay?
Rl LEY
(nods)
Just a little crazed.
XANDER
| hear ya.
Rl LEY

(movi ng toward the door)
[f, uh, she needs ne...
(He shrugs and | eaves.)

Cut to: exterior shot of a church.
Cut to: interior of church. Pan across a statue of Jesus on
the cross. Pan down. W see the snake creature noving

t hrough the church, hissing. Its eyes are yell ow.

Cut to Magic Box. G les hands sonething to a custoner as the
phone rings. He noves to answer it.

G LES
Magi ¢ Box, your one-stop spot to
shop for-

BUFFY

(on phone)
Gles, it’'s ne.

G LES
Buf fy! You all right?

Cut to Buffy in the hospital, on a pay phone.

BUFFY
No, I'mreally not.
(takes an ice-pack
froma nearby rack of
medi cal supplies; sighs)
-1 couldn’t stop her. | couldn't
even sl ow her down.

G LES
Where are you?
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BUFFY
(puts the ice-pack
i nsi de her jacket, on
her shoul der)
Sunnydal e Menori al .

G LES
Are you badly hurt? 111, I’1]
conme right over.

BUFFY
No. No, I-1 just wanted to warn
you that that thing she conjured,
It’s loose -- it’s a big snake
thing. Not mayor big, but it’s
pretty
(wi nces)
| et hal | ooki ng.
G LES
Do you know why she raised it?
BUFFY
| don’t know yet.
G LES
["11 warn the others. W'l get
weapons, we’'ll fan out-
BUFFY

Wait. VWhat tine is it?

G LES
(1 ooks at his watch)
Hal f past four, why?

BUFFY
School s out. Dawn’s on her way
over to you. G les-

G LES
Understood. W' Il keep her safe
here until you arrive.

BUFFY
Thanks. And G | es..

G LES
Yes?

BUFFY

Dawn’ s kind of fragile right now
About Mbm She doesn’t know how
bad it is.
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G LES
W'l not say a word.

BUFFY
(sighs)
Vel l, ny nomis gonna wake up
soon, and | should...be there
when the doctors tell her.

G LES
She’s in good hands, Buffy.
There’s really nothing el se you

can do.

BUFFY
Ckay. Bye.

G LES
Bye.

They hang up.

Buf fy wal ks of f through the hospital halls, possibly |inping
alittle.

Begi n sl ow pi ano nusic w thout words.

Shot of Riley drinking in WIly's bar. Shot of Buffy sitting
in the hospital, waiting.

Shot of Dawn sitting at the table in the magic shop, trying
to do honework but unable to concentrate.

Cut to bar. Sandy wal ks over to sit next to Riley. He | ooks
at her.

Cut to hospital. Buffy sits on the hospital bed next to
Joyce as the doctor talks. Joyce reacts to the news, turning
her head away, then conposes herself and turns back as she
puts on a brave smle for Buffy.

Cut to a dark roomwhere Rl ey and Sandy are al one. Sandy
smles up at Riley and runs her hands over his chest,
pushing his jacket aside. Shot of Riley's face as Sandy

ki sses his neck. She pulls back and we see she’s in vanpire
face. Riley looks a little apprehensive as he noves his head
asi de, exposing his neck. Sandy |leans forward to bite him
Riley jerks in pain as Sandy bites him then slowy he

rel axes as she begins to drink. He closes his eyes and puts
one hand on the back of her head.

Suddenly he thrusts her away forcefully. Shot of Sandy
staring at him then she crunbles to dust.



38.

Shot of the stake in Riley’'s hand. Pan up to his face. W
see bl ood running down his neck fromthe bite marks. He
| ooks a little shaken.

Cut to the snake creature noving across grass, night. It
slithers up to the carousel, sees the bench where Riley and
Dawn sat earlier. It hisses, its tongue flickers and its
eyes glow red for a nonent. It noves off.

Cut to exterior shot of the Magic Box. A custoner exits
hol ding a bag. Buffy wal ks up to the door, pauses, and enters.

Cut to inside. Gles is yawing and putting on his suit
jacket. Wllowis at the counter reading a book, | ooking
tired. Steven is blinking, trying to stay awake as he

conti nues reading. Buffy walks in. Dawn sees her and junps
up fromthe table. W see Xander and Anya in the background
as Dawn wal ks qui ckly over to Buffy. They hug.

DAV
| s she awake yet?

BUFFY
Yeah. She’s waiting for us.

Dawn pulls back to | ook Buffy in the face.

DAVWN
Can we take her honme now?

Buffy tries to smile, brushes hair back from Dawn’' s face.

BUFFY
W' Il see. Go get your stuff.

WIllow and Gles watch with concern. Dawn turns away to
gat her her stuff.

BUFFY
(sighs, speaks quietly
to WIllow and G | es)
So, any nonster reptile sightings?

4d LES
None.

W LLOW
Tara and | did a mni-patrol
earlier, but biggie snake was
nowhere to be-

Suddenly the snake creature bursts in through the display
wi ndow. Everyone turns as it slithers inside and rears up
| ooking at them Dawn is in the forefront.
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The snake smacks a display case with one armand it topples
over onto Buffy, knocking her to the floor. The snake noves
toward Dawn, who screans continuously as it |oons over her.
Its eyes glow red again. Steven |ooks at the snake, then
sees where it is.

STEVEN

(yells)
DAVNI!

He starts to run toward the snake, but it sw ngs and knocks
hi m back. Dawn conti nues scream ng as Buffy struggles to
get out fromunder the case, and the snake stares at Dawn.
Then it turns and slithers quickly back out the way it cane
in. Blackout.

Fade back in on the magic shop. Tara and WIlow get up from
behi nd the counter as Xander rushes over to Dawn.

XANDER
Dawn, you okay?
W LLOW
Way was the big snake afraid of

Dawn?
Steven slow y regai ns consci ousness.

G les rushes up to Buffy as she frees herself from under the
case and stands up.

BUFFY
(whi spers)
It knows!
STEVEN

It knows what ?
She turns and runs out. Gles runs after her

Buffy runs out into the street and stops to stare. Overhead
shot of the city street as the huge snake slithers down the
m ddl e of the street and people run out of its path. A car
comes around the corner and screeches to a stop as the
creature noves past it. People scream

Buffy starts to run after the creature. G les cones out of
the magi ¢ shop, sees her running, and noves off in another
direction.

Shot of the snake noving down an alley with Buffy running
after it. Buffy turns as Gles  convertible comes around the
corner and screeches to a stop beside her. She junps in and
G |l es burns rubber after the creature.
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As they round a corner, the creature uses its tail to shove
a dunpster out into the car’s path. Gles swerves to avoid

it and crashes into a pile of garbage bags. G les struggles
to shift into reverse.

BUFFY
|’ve gotta stop this nonster
before it gets back to dory.

G LES
Gory?

BUFFY
That’s what he called her. Gles,
she’ s gonna know Dawn’ s the key
if we don't-

G LES
Ve will.

G |l es backs the car out and they resunme the chase.
Cut to: Exterior shot of Aory s apartnent buil ding.

DREG
(0S) .
Pl ease! Pl ease, m stress!

Cut to inside the apartnent. Dreg is cowering as dory
t hrows shoeboxes at him

DREG
Perturbed, yet ultimately nerciful -

G ory sweeps a pile of shoeboxes off the sofa in annoyance.

DREG
Pl ease, don’'t-

GLORY
What is taking so |long, Dreg? You
told me snakey-wakey would find
ny key. Now why isn’'t he back
here with a beautiful nessage for
me?

DREG

| grovel like a bug, nost silky
and effervescent dorificus-

(She throws nore

shoeboxes at him
Gory! dory. Your nost fresh and
cl eanness, it’s just a matter of
time.
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GLORY

(angrily)
Ohh! Everything takes tinme! Wat
about ny tinme? Does anyone
appreciate that 1’mon a schedul e
her e?

(Dreg nods nervously)
Tick, tock, Dreg! Tick frickin’
t ock!

Cut to the snake slithering down darkened streets with
Gles’ car in pursuit. They careen around a corner and
nearly slaminto another car. The snake tears down a section
of fence that’s covered with a tarp, and noves off past it
as Gles car passes the fence with a screech of tires.

G les reverses back into view, and Buffy | eaps out of the
car and runs through the broken fence, past picnic tables,
across a w de expanse of grass.

We see Buffy running across the grass after the snake; she
seens to be tiring. The creature knocks over a sign reading
"Bi ke path, closed after dusk." Buffy pauses to grab a piece
of chain from another section of fence as the snake flees
into a nore wooded area. Buffy |eaps up onto a |large rock as
t he snake passes around it. She | eaps off the rock and | ands
on the snake’s back, |ooping the chain around its neck. The
snake rears up and thrashes, trying to throw her off, but
she holds on, tightening the chain around its neck and
riding it like a wild horse. It bucks and fights but finally
goes still as a gray filmcomes down over its eyes. Buffy
frowms and lets go of the chain, which drops to the ground.

Suddenly the gray filmslides aside and the snake rears up
again, throwng Buffy off. She flies backward and | ands on
her back in the grass. The snake turns to grow at her as
she gets up. She punches it in the face, naking it ree
backward. She clinbs on top of it and begins punching it in
the face, over and over. W see the tip of its tai
thrashing and finally lying still as the creature dies.

Buf fy continues to punch it, grunting with each bl ow.

Long shot of Buffy crouching over the dead creature and
still steadily punching it. Pan up across |awn and trees,
and we see the apartnent building | oomng up behind the trees.

Cut to a closer shot of the building with Gory in one of
t he wi ndows, | ooking out. Zoomin on her as she frowns and
| ooks fromside to side, then lets the curtain drop back
over the w ndow as she noves away.

Cut to Joyce’s hospital room Buffy stands beside the bed.

BUFFY
You want ne to stay?
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JOYCE
No, I'mfine. I-I think I
shoul d...talk to Dawn al one.
BUFFY
(nods)
Ckay.
JOYCE
Ch. Do | have bad hair?
(puts hands to her head)
| don’t look |ike scary nom do |?
BUFFY
(smles)

No. You | ook beautiful.
(She brushes sone hair
back from Joyce’s
forehead. Joyce sml|es bravely.)

JOYCE
kay. Let’s do this.
(puts her hand on
Buffy’'s arm
Stay cl ose.

BUFFY
(puts her other hand
over Joyce’s)
I will.

Buffy turns and goes to the door, lets Dawn in. Dawn smles
nervously and wal ks over to hug Joyce. Buffy pauses in the
doorway to watch them enbrace.

Rl LEY
(09)
Buffy...

Buffy | eaves the door slightly open, turns to wal k toward
Riley. He's wearing a turtl eneck sweater.

Rl LEY
You okay? You | ook pretty beat up.

BUFFY
(nods)
M ni mal damage of the fighting
kind. It’s all the other kind.

Rl LEY
Cone here.
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He hugs her.
Rl LEY
It’s okay. Just let it out. I'm
ri ght here.
BUFFY
| can’t.
(sniffles, pulls back)
Not now.

(gl ances toward the
hospital room
They need ne. If | start now...lI
won't be able to stop

She bites her |ip and we see tears in her eyes. Riley starts
to lift his hand to her face.

JOYCE
(09)
Buf fy?

Buffy turns and wal ks back to the hospital room door, w ping
her eyes. Riley watches her enter the roomand cl ose the
door behi nd her.

Long shot of Riley standing in the hallway, putting his
hands in his pockets. Bl ackout.

Executi ve Producer: Joss Wedon.



