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Qut of My M nd

A Buffy the Vanpire Sl ayer episode transcribed by Joan the
Engl i sh Chick (pisces@nglishchick.con). Oiginal Ar Date:
Oct ober 17, 2000

Transcri ber’s Notes:

*] do not own the characters or situations of BTVS, and I
claimno credit for the content of this episode. | have
nerely transcri bed what appeared on ny screen, with help
fromthe cl osed captions.

*| prefer that you link to this transcript on the Psyche
site rather than post it on your site, but you can post it
on your site if you want, as |long as you keep nmy nane and
emai | address on it. Please also keep ny disclainmers intact.
*You can use ny transcripts in your fanfiction stories; you
don’t have to ask ny perm ssion. (However, if you use |arge
portions of episode dialogue in your fanfic, | reconmend you
give credit to the person who wote the episode.) *I

apol ogi ze in advance for ny lanme transcription of the fight
scenes. | don’t know the nanmes of different punches and

ki cks. Use your imnagination.

Teaser

Fade in on a graveyard, night. Canera pans across the crypts
and finds Buffy crouched on top of one. She stands up, stake
i n hand. Looks around, |eaps to the ground.

Cut to Buffy running through the graveyard, pausing, | ooking
around.

A pair of arnms bursts out of a fresh grave but Buffy stakes
the vanpire before it can finish comng out of the ground.

Buf fy strai ghtens up, turns as another vanp energes from
anot her grave. She ducks his swing, throws a few punches,
kicks himin the chest. He does a back-roll and comes up to
his feet.

Ri | ey appears out of nowhere and throws the vanp aside.

BUFFY
Ril ey?
Rl LEY
(smling)

Buf fy, what are you doi ng here?

BUFFY
My j ob?



Rl LEY
Well, | just thought you were in
the north sector.

BUFFY
Wat ch out!

The vanp attacks Riley from behind. He kicks the vanp’s | egs
out fromunder himand throws himaside. The vanp hits a
crypt and slides down.

BUFFY
Never m nd.

Ri | ey punches the vanpire, then stakes him

Shot of another vanp energing fromthe ground. Buffy spots
himand starts forward with a yell, raising her stake.

Anot her person appears fromthe | eft side of the screen and
tackl es the new vanp, carrying himto the ground. Buffy
| ooks benused.

BUFFY
Way do | even bother to show up?

The two fighters get up and we see that the newconer is
Spi ke. He bl ocks a coupl e of punches fromthe other vanp,
then grabs his arm

BUFFY
Spi ke, what are you doi ng here?
SPI KE
Same thing as you and your Cub
Scout here, 'l wager.

He | ands a few punches and the vanp goes down. Spi ke turns
toward Buffy with a big grin.

SPI KE
A spot of violence before bedtine.

The ot her vanp punches himin the face and he goes down. He
gets to his knees, w ping blood fromhis nose. The other
vanp grow s. Buffy rushes forward.

Shot of Spike standing up, still w ping his nose with his
hand. The ot her vanp attacks fromthe left. Buffy appears
fromthe right, shoves Spi ke out of the way, and stakes the

vanp.
Spi ke exhal es |oudly, and Buffy gives hima dirty | ook.



SPI KE
What ? | softened him up

He wi pes nore blood fromhis nose, sniffs it, then licks it
fromhis fingers.

BUFFY
Better keep out of ny way, Spike.
|’ mnot gonna take this nuch
| onger .
(Riley wal ks over to
join them)

SPI KE
And | should do what in ny spare
time? Sit at hone knitting
cunni ng sweater sets?

BUFFY
Wuld it keep you out of ny way?

Rl LEY
She’s right. You shouldn’t be out
here when she’s patrolling.

Buffy turns to Riley in exasperation as if she’s going to
say sonething, but she doesn’t.

SPI KE
Ch! | saw that. Looks like
nei ther boy’s entirely wel cone.
You shoul d take himhone, Slayer.
Make him stay there. |’ve got
knitting needl es he can borrow.

Ri | ey | ooks annoyed.

BUFFY
Spike ... | just saw you taste
your own nose bl ood, you know

what ?

(Spi ke grins at her)
|’mtoo grossed out to hear
anyt hi ng you have to say. Go hone.

She stalks off. Riley gives Spike a dirty | ook, then foll ows.
Spi ke 1 ooks i njured.

SPI KE
(yelling after them
It’s blood! It’s what | do!



Cut to Buffy wal king along, |ooking tired and annoyed. Ril ey
catches up with her

Rl LEY
Hey, hope | didn’t get in the way.

He puts his arm around her. She gives a fake smle.

BUFFY
O course not. I-1 was just ...
startled. And, you know | don’t
. | ove the idea of you
patrol ling al one.

Rl LEY
Not much for bench-warn ng.

BUFFY
No, you made the squad. You ...
threw that vanpire |ike he was a
teeny-weeny little vanpire.

Rl LEY
(grinning)
Hey, wanna go agai n? Cone on,
bet this place is just teen ng
Wi t h aerodynani c vanpires.

Buf fy | ooks around.

BUFFY
Nah.
(pauses)
Unl ess you wanna go back and Ki l
Spi ke for the fun of 1t?

Riley raises his eyebrows in a sort of shrug. They both turn
and continue on their way.

Cut back to Spi ke staring after them

SPI KE
Il will know your blood, Slayer.
(pause)
Il will make your neck ny chalice

and drink deep.

He wi pes blood fromhis nose again, turns, and tries to
stride away purposefully, but he falls into an open grave.

Long shot of the graveyard |ooking enpty, with the open
grave in the foreground.



SPI KE
(voice comng fromthe grave)
oM

Wl f how . Opening credits.

Guest starring Mercedes McNab, Bail ey Chase, Charlie Wber,

Time Wnters, Anber Benson as Tara, and Kristine Sutherland
as Joyce Summers. Witten by Rebecca Rand Kirshner, directed
by David G ossman.

Act |

Fade in on a UC Sunnydal e building filled with students
wal ki ng around, talking, studying, etc.

W LLOW
You can’t possibly be arguing
that Marat didn’t betray the
French Revol utionari es.

W see WIIlow and Buffy wal ki ng through the halls.
W LLOW

This was the guy who decl ared the
rights of man, and then the next

thing you know he’s ... killing
Grondin like it’s going out of
styl e.

BUFFY
WIIl, youre totally mssing ny

poi nt. Now, | agree that Marat
wasn’'t a real martyr, but the
death in the tub ... the neck
wound, all that blood, just a
little nore fang-y than knife-y.

| nmean, Charlotte Corday wasn't a
real martyr either, but...

W LLOW
Buf f y!

W1l ow stops wal ki ng and grabs Buffy’s hand.

BUFFY
What ?

W LLOW
(smling hugely)
Listen to us! We-we’'re arguing!
W' re having a debate about a
col | ege | ecture!
( MORE)



W LLOW ( CONT’ D)
| have dreant of this day since
forever!

(proudly)
You are turning into quite the
student .

(Buffy smles)
Shoul d | be watching ny occipital
| obe?

BUFFY
Your what ?

W LLOW
Ccci pital .
(pointing to her head)
The | obe in the back of your

brain. You know, |ike, "should I
be wat chi ng ny back?" But, you
know, the ... back of your brain.
(sighs)

BUFFY
Apparently not. Don’t worry,
WIIl, you still wear the smarty-
pants in the famly.

W LLOW
| don’t know. You've been
studying ... really a lot.

BUFFY

mtrying. But they're really

|
piling on the reading, and Gles
fills any free tine | have with
extra training ... I'’mstarting
to think this working hard is
hard wor k.

W LLOW

Isn't it crazy like that?

BUFFY
| thought it was gonna be like in
t he nmovi es. You know,
inspirational nusic ... a
nont age, ne sharpeni ng ny
pencils, ne reading, witing,
falling asleep on a big pile
books with ny gl asses al
crooked, ’'cause in ny nontage |
have gl asses.

( MORE)

of



BUFFY ( CONT’ D)
(W11 ow nods)
But real life is slow, and it’s
starting to hurt ny occipital |obe.

W LLOW
(synpat heti c)
Aw. Poor Buffy’s brain.
(Pats Buffy on the head)

BUFFY
Actually, 1I’m heading to training
now. Do you wanna cone with?

W LLOW
["min.
(They start wal ki ng agai n)
Maybe we can argue sonme nore
about the French Revol ution. Hey!
Wasn’t that Robespierre the cool est?

BUFFY
Robespi erre? You' re ki ddi ng ne,
right?

W LLOW

[’mjust gettin it goin' .

Cut to a shot of a circle saw cutting sone wood. W hear
Gles’ voice indistinctly over the saw noi se. The canera
pul | s back and we see it’s Xander wi el ding the saw, wearing
safety goggles, standing in the m ddle of the magic shop.
Gles is behind the counter wearing a dust-mask, painting
somet hi ng.

G LES
(muffl ed by the noise)
It seens the plans worked perfectly.

Xander stops the saw and unclanps the piece of wood fromthe
Vi se.

XANDER
Yes, blueprints, not a bad idea.
That, and getting straight
"measure twi ce, cut once." You
know, for the longest tinme |I had
it backwards. Mess-y!

Xander begins fitting the piece of wood into a bookcase(?)
that he’ s working on.



G LES
(pul l'ing mask down
fromhis nmouth, so it
hangs around his neck)
Vell, | nust say, |'mvery
I mpressed.

XANDER
Yeah, carpentry is pretty cool.

Knock on the door. Gles goes to answer it. As he wal ks
across the shop and the canera follows him we see Tara
standing by a small round table, wearing a |long skirt,

hol ding a deck of tarot cards. Steven is standing by the
bookcase, al phabeti zing the books. Then we see Anya novi ng
stuff around on the shel ves.

ANYA

Oh! Who put the nonkey heads near
the Styx water? Do we *want* to
pi ck expl oded nonkey out of our
hai r?

(Picks up a jar and a

nonkey head, and wal ks

across the room)

G |l es opens the door. WIlow and Buffy stand there, smling.

BUFFY
Trick or treat!
G LES
Hell o, you two, cone on in.
W LLOW
Thank you, Kkind proprietor.
They enter.
TARA
Hey, you.
W LLOW
Hey!

(1 ooki ng around)
Oh, wow, this place | ooks great.
Ch, | feel like awitch in a
magi ¢ shop

(picks up a jar froma table)
Qoh. Are these real newt eyes?

(Looks at G| es)



G LES

No, too ... rich for ny blood,
|’mafraid. No, these are
sal amander eyes, it’s the ..
cataracts which give themtheir
newt - | i ke appear ance.

(novi ng past her)
They're really equally effective,
though, it’'s ... just a matter of
over com ng snobberi es.

We see Buffy putting her purse down, and Xander | ooking at a
bl ueprint, holding a pencil

XANDER
I"’mtelling you Gles. You gotta
set up a blind taste test and
prove once and for all that
generi c anphi bi an eyebal I s are
j ust as good.

W LLOW
| don’t know. If you ask ne, the
newt nane still nmeans sonet hi ng.

(puts down jar and
wal ks of f)

G LES
(to Buffy)
You ready to train?

BUFFY
You bet cha.

A LES
Shal | we then?

BUFFY
We shall then

They wal k of f toward the back.

W see WIllow sitting at the round table, with Tara standi ng
beside her. A lot of tarot cards on the table.

TARA
| just ... keep thinking how cool
it would be, if we got a rea
psychic to sit up here and read
fortunes and stuff.

W LLOW
You should do it.



10.

TARA
Not ne. But, but I'd love to, to
wat ch and | earn. From soneone
who' s really good, you know?

W LLOW

You' re real ly good.
(hol ds out her hands)
[’1l prove it. Here, do ne.

Steven's ears i Mmedi ately perk up and | ook over at WI I ow
and Tar a.

Tara nods and sits, putting down the cards, taking one of
WIllow s hands. WII|ow watches her study it.

TARA
Hnm

W LLOW
What do you see?

TARA
W | ow hand.

They both smle.

Cut to Gles opening the door to the back as Buffy and
Xander watch. G les holds the door for Buffy.

Shot of Buffy entering, |ooking around. Sonmeone tackles her
fromthe side, pulling her out of the shot so we see G les
and Xander behind, |ooking surprised.

Buffy falls to the floor on top of Riley, who has his arns
around her wai st.

BUFFY
Unh! Own, Riley..

They get up.

Rl LEY
Just keeping you on your toes.

BUFFY
O off them as it were. Wiat’s
gotten into-

She stops as she | ooks around the room and sees it for the
first tine.

BUFFY
Oh ny god. Look at this place!



Long shot of the room W see a punching bag hanging from
the ceiling, a vault horse atop a set of nays, a stationary
bi ke, and a scarecrow dunmy. In the background there’'s
sonmething that |looks |like a mni-fridge(?). Against the far
wal | there’'s a set of weights. Synbols are painted on the
floor and walls.

BUFFY
(gasps)
Thank you.
(l ooks up at G les)
Thank you ... so nuch

G LES
(renoving his gl asses
and then the mask
that’s still around
hi s neck)
It’s just a start, you need a
proper space to train, so-

BUFFY
| love it.
(Gles gives a snall smle)

Rl LEY
(grinning)
So cone on, let’s test this puppy
out. Think you can take nme?
(throws a few fake
punches at Buffy. She
nostly ignores him
wal ki ng farther into
the room)
What’s the matter, afraid of a
little conpetition?

BUFFY
It nust have been so nuch work.

XANDER

[’ mthe dunmy man.

(com ng forward)
| nean, | ... made the dummy.

(gestures at it)
The thing that you hit that
doesn’t hit back.

(shrugs, | ooking enbarrassed)
That, | nuade.

11.
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BUFFY
It’'s great.
(to G les)
l-it’s all great.
G LES
(putting his gl asses
back on)
Vell, you ve earned it. Truly.
BUFFY

Thank you guys so nmuch. You're
like ny...fairy godnother and
Santa Claus and Q all wapped up
into one.

Ri | ey | ooks conf used.

BUFFY
Q from Bond, not Star Trek.

STEVEN
(1 aughs)
| was just gonna ask.

Xander nods.

BUFFY
|’ m gonna go change.

Cut to the graveyard, night. The camera pans jerkily across
gravestones and bushes. W hear the sound of soneone panti ng.
The canera noves up the stairs leading into a crypt.

Cut to Spike sitting in his crypt, watching TV.

SPI KE
Oh Pacey, you blind idiot. Can't
you see she doesn’t |ove you?

Suddenly there’s a banging on the door. Spike junmps up and
turns off the TV. Mdre bangi ng and Harnony cones in, |ooking
di shevel ed and nervous. She shuts the door behind her and
presses her back agai nst the wall.

SPI KE
Vell, well, well. Looky here.

HARMONY
(anxi ously)
Is it safe? Has Buffy gotten to
you yet? | saw her patrolling
just now ... with a stake!
( MORE)
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HARMONY ( CONT’ D)
(Spi ke pretends to
| ook shocked)
She won’t give up until she’s
killed ne to death!

SPI KE
(skeptical)
Buffy’s | ooking for you.

HARMONY
O coursel
(wal ks forward)
That’s why |’mon the lam Didn't
you hear? I'mtotally her arch-
nenesi s!

SPI KE
Is that right. |I nust have m ssed
t he meno.

HARMONY

There was a nmem ?

(sighs)
Spi ke, oh ny god! This is like a
real emergency! Uhh

(Spi ke grins)
| need a hideout so bad. You're
ny only hope. W’ re just gonna
have to rise above ... our petty
di fferences...

(1 ooks anxiously at Spike)

Listen, Spike ... |I’mdesperate.
SPI KE
(still grinning,

| ooki ng her up and down)
Desperate, are you?

Har nrony smles a cajoling smle

HARMONY
Come on, Spike. Pretty pl ease?
[’11 do anything!

SPI KE
Anything, will you?

HARMONY
Yeah! | said I'lIl do anything.

Spi ke rai ses his eyebrows.
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HARMONY
Chhhh. You nean will 1 have sex
w th you?
(shrugs casually, |ike "duh")
Vel |, yeah

Spi ke grins to hinmself as Harnony sits in his chair and
takes out a cigarette. She begins flicking a lighter, trying
tolight it. She flicks it quite a few tines before she
finally figures it out and gets the cigarette lit.

SPI KE
Taki ng up snoking, are you?

Har nony | eans back in the chair.

HARMONY
| *ant a villain, Spike,
hel | coooo0.
(Takes a drag and
starts to cough)

SPI KE
| guess you are at that. Wat
with the slayer on your tail and
all.

Har nrony wat ches himwarily.

SPI KE
She’s not the type to give up
either. She' |l hunt you down, day

and night, till you're too tired
and too hungry to run any nore.
And t hen?

(l eans down to grab a

handf ul of dust)
Then. ..

(dusting off his hands)

that is you

Har nony | ooks upset.

SPI KE
| guess you’'re gonna have to kil
her .
HARMONY
(whi ni ng)
| tried! It was all hard and
stuff!
(sits up)

You do it.
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SPI KE
(1 ooki ng down at her)
I’d love to. But, | can't.

Renenber? |’ve got this cute
little governnent chip in ny head.

HARMONY
(sighs)
Oh, right. Guess it’Il have to be
me after all.
(1 ooks up at Spi ke agai n)
Can you help with the thinking?

SPI KE
(nods)
Yeah. | suppose | could do that.

Har mrony smles and sits back again, putting the cigarette to
her Iips.

Cut to Buffy and Riley lying in bed, side-by-side. Riley is
tapping his hands agitatedly on his chest. Buffy gives a
contented sigh.

Rl LEY
Yeah.

BUFFY
Mm that was rel axing.

She turns onto her side as if to sleep. Riley continues
patting hinmself, |ooks over at her.

Rl LEY
You, uh ... wanna relax sone nore?
(Turns onto his side
and snuggl es up
agai nst her)

BUFFY
Agai n? R ght away agai n?

Riley is kissing her bare shoul der.

Rl LEY
Maybe you’'re too tired.

BUFFY
Hey.
(reaches behind her to
caress hi s cheek)
| have the endurance of ten nen.
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Rl LEY
Let’s make it wonen, okay?
(Buffy | aughs)
Just for the imagery.

BUFFY
What ever. You know, it takes a
ot to wear ne out.
(turns toward him

Rl LEY
Oh, | love a challenge.

BUFFY
Vm

Buf fy turns back onto her back and Ril ey noves on top of her.
They ki ss passionately.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
Vel l, wouldn’t you?

Cut to Dawn in Joyce’s kitchen, pouring froma box of Sugar
Bonbs cereal. There are a nunber of bows on the table in
front of her.

DAV
Every kid tries to make the
substitute cry. It’s like arite

of passage.
W see Joyce in the background, cooking over the stove.

JOYCE
| certainly would not. Being a
substitute is an *extrenel y*
difficult job. Besides..
(1 ooks at the bow s)
Honestly, Dawn, how nmany bow s of
cereal are you planning on eating?

DAVWN

Oh, these aren’t for eating. |I'm
just trying to get the extra out
of the way so | could...

(sticks her hand in

cereal box, pulls out

a toy)
get this.

(She smiles cheerfully

at Joyce and sits down.)
Anyway,

(pointing to Joyce)
| want eggs.
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JOYCE
You want the cereal prize, but
you don’t want the cereal. You
*are* growing up. Al righty,
hal f an onel ette com ng up
(Scoopi ng the eggs
onto two pl ates)

DAV
Oh, um with ketchup if you pl ease?

JOYCE
MM hrm

Joyce turns away fromthe stove, holding the two pl ates.
Suddenly she stops and blinks as if dizzy. Dawn | ooks up
from unw appi ng the prize.

JOYCE
(conf used)
Ch, what is the...
(1 ooks at Dawn)
Who are you?

Dawn | ooks confused. Suddenly Joyce col |l apses to the fl oor,
the plates shattering. Dawn junps up in alarm

Shot of Joyce |ying unconscious on the floor, surrounded by
pi eces of plates and food.

Dawn backs away, panting fearfully, and grabs the tel ephone.
She dials 911.

Cut to a hospital energency room Double doors burst open
and Buffy pushes in past sone people, followed by Riley.

Long shot down the hospital hall. W see Dawn sitting on a
chair, fiddling with a stethoscope that’s hung around her
neck. Buffy rushes up to her.

BUFFY
Hey. How s Mon®? Are you okay?
(Hugs Dawn)
DAV
[’ m okay.
VAN

And your nom s doing just fine.

A young nman in a white coat approaches. Buffy |lets go of
Dawn and stands up.



DAV
(still sitting)
This is Ben. He gave ne his
st et hoscope.

BEN

*Lent* you his stethoscope.
Buf fy, right?

(hol ds out hand)
I’mBen, I"man intern here. |’ ve
had t he pl easure of hangi ng out
with the renowned Dr. Dawn here
whi l e your nonis being tested.

(Buf fy shakes his hand)

Rl LEY

So what’s goin’ on? What happened?
BEN

Vel |, she’s doing okay now ...

the doctors don’t really know
what caused the coll apse. ..

We see Dawn putting the stethoscope earpieces in her ears
and tapping the end with her fingers. The voices fade out;
we can still hear them but they' re nmuffled as they woul d
sound to Dawn with the stethoscope in her ears.

BEN
(rmuffl ed)
t could ve just been a dizzy
i’

ce
spell, I ow bl ood sugar, that sort
of thing.
BUFFY
But it’s nothing bad. I, | nean
it’s not ... serious, right?
BEN
(rmuffl ed)
Very unlikely. So your nom
doesn’t have a ... history of
fainting?

We see Dawn putting the stethoscope to Ben's chest. W hear
a normal heartbeat.

BUFFY
(rmuf fl ed)
No. | nean, not that | know of.

She’s usually really healthy.

18.
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BEN
(rmuf fl ed)
Vell, | think they' Il be running
tests for a few nore hours...

We see Dawn putting the stethoscope to Buffy’s chest. W
hear a normal heartbeat.

BEN
(rmuffl ed)
...then they’' || probably want her
to come back for sone foll ow up
tests in a couple weeks, but it
really doesn’t | ook |ike anything
t oo serious.

BUFFY
Oh, thank god. | was freaking out.

W see Dawn getting up and wal ki ng around them

BEN
(rmuffl ed)
| think you' Il be able to take
her honme before too | ong.

Rl LEY
(rmuffl ed)
Vell, that is definitely good news.

We see Dawn putting the stethoscope to Riley’s chest. W
hear a heartbeat that is nmuch too fast and irregular. Dawn’s
eyes wi den and she |looks up at Riley's face. Bl ackout.

Act |1

Fade in on a hospital examroom Riley sits on the exam
tabl e buttoning up his shirt.

DOCTOR
| know |’ mrepeating nyself here,
but I don’t know what el se to say
to convince you.

W see Buffy watching as a fermal e doctor talks to Riley. The
doctor is witing on her clipboard.

DOCTOR
| have never in all ny years of
nmedicine let a patient with
tachycardia this severe | eave a
hospi t al



Rl LEY

You said you couldn’t keep ne.
DOCTOR

Legally, no, | can’t force you to

do a thing.

(Rl ey nods and

resunes buttoning his shirt)
But with that pul se, believe ne,
I’d get on ny knees and beg you
if I thought | could change your

m nd.
Rl LEY

You can’t. |’ m goi ng hone.
DOCTOR

And your friend here can’'t
convi nce you to-

Ril ey holds up a hand to stop her.

Rl LEY
|’ m goi ng.

Buf fy | ooks very concerned.

The doct or

DOCTOR
Al'l right then, but you're
| eavi ng agai nst ny recomendati on.

| eaves. Riley |ooks at Buffy, then stands up.

BUFFY
What’ s goi ng on? Wat are you
doi ng? What if you have a heart
attack?

Rl LEY
(puts hands on her shoul ders)
Listen to me. Cal m down.

BUFFY
*Me* cal mdown? |’ mnot the one
with a pulse of a hundred and fifty.

Rl LEY
My heart’s different than yours,
Buffy. It works differently now,
but it’s okay.

BUFFY
But you're still a human, Riley.
You could still have a heart attack.

20.



Rl LEY
" ma human who was used as a | ab
rat for nonths.

They | ook up as the door opens. Joyce and Dawn enter.

JOYCE
Hi .

BUFFY
Hey. How are you?
(hurries over to hug Joyce)

JOYCE
Oh ... enbarrassed, nostly. |I'm
sorry to put you through this.
But, no nore tests, so you can
take this pincushion hone.

Rl LEY
Yes.
(cones forward)
Let’s, uh, get outta here.

He hol ds the door for Joyce and Dawn. Buffy gives hima
concerned | ook, then exits also. Riley foll ows.

Cut to Joyce’s living room Joyce is lying on the sofa,
sipping froma nug, with Buffy and Dawn sitting by her.
W | ow stands beside the sofa. Steven stands next to Dawn.

W LLOW
What about a crossword? Sone
peopl e say feed a cold, | say
puzzle it.

JOYCE

Oh, no thanks, WII ow.

STEVEN
Do you want sonmething to eat? |
coul d order us a pizza.

JOYCE
| think that’d be a little much,
but thank you for the thought,
St even.

DAV
| like chicken fingers with
nmustard when |’ m sick

21.
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JOYCE
(puts nmug on coffee table)
| know you do, sweetie. | can

make us sone | ater

BUFFY
Oh, uh-uh. You are sitting right
here on this couch today.

JOYCE
| feel silly lying here |ike a |unp!
STEVEN
You don’t have to feel silly.
(smles)

You’ ve got an excuse this tine.

W LLOW
You coul d nake a gane out of it.
A-a very qui et gane, about being

a |unp.

JOYCE
| feel fine. Honestly, |I’m nore
concerned about Riley than I am
about ne.

BUFFY

You shoul dn’t even be thinking
about that. He's not worried, so
| don’t think we should be.

Cut to Buffy’s room Buffy is pacing. Wllow lies on the bed
whil e Dawn sits on the floor, |eaning against the bed and
St even stands by the door.

BUFFY
| don’t get what he’s thinking.
(steps over Dawn as
she paces around the bed)
Way isn’'t he worried?

W LLOW
Maybe he thinks his body can
handle it. He *is* in really good

shape.

BUFFY
Nobody’ s body can handl e a heart
attack.

(steps over Dawn to
pace the other way again)
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STEVEN
My grandf at her did.

W LLOW
| know. I'’msorry, Buffy. I'm
trying too hard to nake it okay.

BUFFY
(sighs)
| just keep com ng back to the
Initiative.
Dawn wat ches her pace back and forth.

W LLOW
It does have that icky governnent
feel toit.

DAV
Did you know that one tine the
ClAtried to kill Fidel Castro
W th poi sonous aspirin?
STEVEN
(i nterested)
Real | y?
BUFFY

Dawn, pl ease.
Dawn | ooks annoyed. Buffy sits on a chair.
BUFFY

| know | have to do sonething, I
just don’t know what.

DAV
Anot her tinme the ClA-

BUFFY
Dawn!

DAV

I[t’s inportant.
Buf fy | ooks annoyed but nods.

DAV
(qui ckly)
Tried to make Castro go crazy by
putting itching powder in his
bear d.
( MORE)



W Il ow | ooks

St even hears
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DAVN ( CONT’ D)

(Buffy raises her
eyebrows accusi ngly)
It’s about the governnent!

STEVEN
She’s got a point, Buffy.

W LLOW
Call the Initiative. If they know
what’s wong with him they have

to hel p.

BUFFY
Yeah, but call them how? First of
all, they don’'t exist any nore,

and secondly, they never
*claimed* to exist in the first
pl ace.

STEVEN

(sighs)
Back to Square One.

def eat ed.

BUFFY
(getting up)
It’s so unfair. | nmean, i-it’s
| i ke Big Brother can spy on you
all the tine, and-and the second
| have sonething to say, no one
will listen!

DAV
(muttering)
Sounds nore |like Big Sister.

Dawn and smiles at that.

W LLOW
There has to be a way.

BUFFY
Li ke what? Take a tour of the
White House and pretend to get
| ost, and | ook for sone door with
a sign on it that says "Secret
Gover nnent Monster Hunters"?
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DAV
If they’'re really spying on you
all the tine, you just say
sonet hing so you know t hey’ |

hear you.
(Buffy | ooks thoughtful)
Li ke sonetines, | wite fake

things in ny diary in case...
(trails off)

BUFFY
| gotta go. Unh, see you guys later

She grabs her bag and | eaves. Dawn | ooks over at WI I ow.

DAV
VWhat'd | say?

STEVEN
M ght’ ve been the diary thing.

Cut to Buffy entering Riley’s room W see a punching bag in
the foreground. It’s dark.

BUFFY
Ril ey?

No one’s there. Buffy wal ks in, closing the door behind her.
She picks up the phone and puts it to her ear. W hear a
dial tone, alternating with clicking noises.

BUFFY
(into phone)
Riley’s in trouble. He needs help.

She hangs up.

Fast nusic starts. Cut to Riley playing basketball with a
bunch of other guys. They're all yelling. The camera noves
very fast, as do the nmen, giving it all a dizzy frantic
feeling. Riley is clearly playing very well. The other nen
shake their heads as the gane ends.

GuUY
No way, man.

R LEY
|” m out.

He throws the ball to one of them He's very sweaty. He
turns and wal ks of f.



Ri | ey wal ks past a bench where a guy is sitting. He gl ances

at the guy, then away.

Ri | ey bends over a water fountain and drinks.

Rl LEY
G aham
(Keeps wal ki ng)

GRAHAM
Ril ey.
(W see Graham sitting
on the bench, talking
over his shoul der)
Can we tal k?

Graham get s
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up, gestures to two nen standi ng nearby in button-down shirts.

GRAHAM
Agent Goodnan, Agent Brown.

Ri |l ey wal ks toward G aham

Graham stares Riley down with the two other agents behind
him Riley puts out his hands, in fists, with the wists

t oget her,

Rl LEY
So talk.

GRAHAM
What’ s goin’ on, nman?
(Ri I ey shrugs)
You gotta get this taken care of
i medi ately. We gotta get you
into an operating room

Rl LEY
Very convinci ng. Makes ne
conpl etely wanna put nyself under
gover nnent control

as if inviting handcuffs.

Rl LEY
Pl ease take nme where they can
make nme unconsci ous and naked.

GRAHAM
Hey, you think 1’d pull sonething
on you?

RI LEY
You' re still in. I"’mout. | don’t

know what orders you’ re follow ng.
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GRAHAM
Ch, cone on. You know WAl sh
punped all those chem cals and
crap into us. You got nore than
anyone. She nessed us up bad.

Rl LEY
(scornful)
And now t he government’ s knocki ng
t hemsel ves out to kiss it and
make it better.

GRAHAM
Riley, "'mtellin you, you need
hel p. I’mnot saying it to trick
you.

Rl LEY

(shakes head)
Maybe you even believe it.

GRAHAM
| knowit. You don’t want this.

Rl LEY
You're sure you got the fix for it?

GRAHAM
Yeah. W got a guy, a doctor.
He’ s gonna take care of you, and
we’'re going to him now.
(Ri I ey nods)
I’mnot givin you a choice.

RI LEY
| guess you're not.

Suddenly he punches Grahamin the face. The other two agents
grab both Riley’'s arns but he throws one of them off, knees
the other one in the stomach and punches him He bl ocks a
kick fromthe first one, punches him clotheslines him
throws the other one to the ground and runs off.

Cut to interior of UC Sunnydal e building. W see Buffy
talking to Gahamanm d a crowd of students. G ahamis face is
br ui sed.

BUFFY
So you nessed up and now he’s
gone and when are you even gonna
tell me what’s wong with hinf

GRAHAM
I’mnot permtted to say.
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BUFFY
Say.

GRAHAM
(sighs)

Hyper adrenal overl oad and a bunch
of stuff that sounds even worse
than that, and all it neans is
he’s way stronger than he oughta
be and feeling no pain. H's heart
can’t take it. W’ ve been at him
for weeks about it.

Buf fy sighs.

GRAHAM
There’s a specialist waiting at
Sunnydal e General, fourth floor
neurol ogy. Get Riley there. If
you don’t-

BUFFY
[’11 get himthere.

GRAHAM
(nods)
["Il tell the doc.

Buffy turns to wal k off. G aham wat ches her go.

GRAHAM
Buf fy.

She turns back.
BUFFY
If you tell me to hurry...1"1I1
ki ck your ass.
She wal ks of f as Graham wat ches.

Cut to shot of Sunnydal e, evening.

Fade to Ril ey wal ki ng through woods, approaching the
entrance to a cave and entering it.

Cut to interior of the magic shop. W see WIlow and Tara
sitting at the round table with Gles standing in the
background. Steven is wal king around the shop.

W LLOW
Poor Ril ey.
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G LES
Coul d he have sinply gone back to
hi s apartnent?

G les wal ks toward them and we see Buffy standi ng beside the
tabl e. Xander and Anya are sitting across fromWII|ow and Tar a.

BUFFY
No, he’s not at his apartnent,
he’s not at the gym he's not at

the library ... he s gone
somewher e where he doesn’t wanna
be found.
ANYA
So basically he’s gone AWOL.
BUFFY
Basically exactly.
W LLOW
Poor Buffy.
XANDER
Maybe he just needs sone tine
alone. Like, I had this friend
once, who really liked this girl,
and ... he got all worried that

maybe she didn’t |ike him back...
(Buffy and G les | ook confused)

and maybe that made himact |ike

a total jerk. Maybe Riley rem nds

me of that friend.

STEVEN

(grins)
Maybe that friend was naned Xander

Anya smi | es.

W LLOW
What are you tal ki ng about ?

XANDER
Then agai n, nmaybe not. Maybe he
just wants attention.

BUFFY
Vell, here’s a hot tip, if you
want attention? *Be* there so
people can give it to you



30.

ANYA
(softly)
| care about you, Xander.
XANDER
(smles confusedly)
Thanks.
ANYA
(smles)
Don’t be insecure.
XANDER
(shrugs, shakes his head)
Thanks. ..l won’'t.
ANYA
And, | also have this "friend"
(maki ng air-quotes)
and, uh, | have it on really good

authority that she really likes
t hat guy, your "friend"
(ai r-quotes)
and, by the by, ny friend-

BUFFY

You guys, enough!

(Anya and Xander | ook enbarrassed)
kay, Riley is in real danger
her e.

(sighs)
Anya, Xander, why don’t you guys
check the docks?

Anya and Xander nod.

XANDER
Aye aye.

They get up and | eave.

W LLOW
Tara and | can scope out the
bur ned-out school. Riley hid
there once. Maybe he ... feels
it’s honey or sonething.

BUFFY
(t hought ful)
Honey. You know what el se he
mght find honey in a ... dank,
unpl easant evil sort of way?
( MORE)



Cut to Spike

BUFFY ( CONT' D)
(Gles sits in
Xander’ s vacat ed seat)
The Initiative caves. | don’'t
know t hem t oo wel |

STEVEN
[l go with you, Buffy.

A LES
(si pping tea)
We do have an associ ate who knows
t hose caves |i ke the back of his
mel ani n-deprived hand.

BUFFY
(sighs)
| *so* don’t want to deal with
Spi ke right now. That guy is
really starting to bug ne in that
special "I wanna shove sonet hi ng

wooden through his heart” kinda way.

W LLOW
He does seemextra twitchy lately.
Maybe the whole not killing is
gettin to him

BUFFY
Pl us hanging out all day in that
nol dy crypt, you just *know* he’s
doi ng sonet hi ng nasty.

STEVEN
O soneone.

sitting with Harnony in the crypt.

SPI KE
Ckay, is it bigger than a breadbox?

HARMONY
(smling)
No. Four |eft.

SPI KE
So it’s smaller than a breadbox.

HARMONY

(giggling)
No! Only three!

31.
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SPI KE
(qui etly annoyed)
Harmony ... is it a sodding
br eadbox?
HARMONY

(cl appi ng and | aughi ng)
Yes! Oh ny god! Soneone’s bl ondie
bear is a twenty-question geni us!

Bangi ng on the door. Harnony stops | aughing and | ooks scar ed.

HARMONY
She’ s found ne!

She junps up and runs over to a coffin, clinbs into it.
Spi ke follows and slides the Iid onto the coffin, then sits
on top of it trying to | ook casual.

Buf fy busts the door open and strides in, along with Steven
fol |l owi ng behi nd.

BUFFY
|’ ve got a proposition for you.

SPI KE

(junping off the coffin)
Funny, |’ve got a proposition for
you, what about knocki ng?

(Buffy ignores him

pul l'ing out a wad of

cash and unfolding it)
Seens only fair since we vanps
can’t enter your flat w thout an
invite, you could at |east - Say,
| ook at those pretty pieces of

paper.
STEVEN

|’ ve got nore than that on ne,

Spi ke.

He hol ds up a wad of cash.

BUFFY

Riley’s sick with sone Initiative
thing and he’s mssing. | think
he m ght be in the caves. You
find him bring himto the fourth
fl oor of the hospital, their
doctors get to himin tine...

(hol ds up the noney)
you get the cash
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SPI KE
Ch, dear, is the enornpus hal
moni tor sick? Tell ne, is he
gonna di e?

STEVEN
(pi ssed)
Spi ke, 1’ m gonna. ..

Buf fy slaps himacross the face.

BUFFY
He is not the only person that
can die.

SPI KE

Hey. I’mjust saying, if it’s
really that inportant to you, |
think I'l'l get half now.

Buffy | ooks at the noney in her hand. She rips the bills in
hal f, sl ans one half agai nst Spi ke s chest, and strides out.

Spi ke wat ches her go, then | ooks down at the half-bills in
hi s hand.

Har nrony pushes the coffin |id aside and peeks out.

HARMONY
So? What’' d she say about ne?

Cut to hospital corridor. The doubl e-doors open and G aham
wal ks t hrough, wal ks down the hallway, past a security guard
who nods at him G aham goes through another set of doubl e-
doors and enters a |lab. The doctor (Dr. Overheiser) is there.

OVERHEI SER
Any wor d?
GRAHAM
They’ Il be here any m nute.

Over hei ser | ooks at a folder in his hand.

GRAHAM
That’ s soon enough, right? |
mean, if we bring himin now?

OVERHEI SER
[l be honest. I’"mnot sure it’s
soon enough if you brought himin

yest er day.

Knock on the door. Graham turns.
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GRAHAM
Finally.

He opens the door to see the security guard apparently
standi ng there. Then the guard falls forward, his head
hitting Grahanis. Grahamfalls back and the guard falls on
top of himas we see Harnony wal king in behind the dead
guard. Overheiser | ooks up in alarm Spike foll ows Harnony
in, carrying a crossbow. He tosses it to Harnony, who
catches it and points it at the doctor, letting the tip of
the arrow touch his cheek.

SPI KE
You got yourself a new patient, doc.

Bl ackout .
Act |11

Fade in on Buffy and Steven wal king in the woods, Buffy
hol ding a flashlight. It’s dark. She finds the cave entrance
that Riley used earlier, and wal ks in.

Exterior shot of a college building.

Cut to interior of a roomwth several tiers of chairs. The
door opens and Spi ke enters, followed by Overhei ser and then
Har mrony with the crossbow.

OVERHEI SER
Look, you don’t understand. This
is a conplicated neurol ogi cal
procedure and |’ ve never
performed it before.

They wal k down the steps, past rows of seats, into a
surgical theatre.

SPI KE
Little performance anxiety, eh
doc?
(Takes off his jacket,
sits on the operating table)
Butterflies in the old belly?
Harm do us a favor. Shoot the
nasty butterflies for the good
doct or.
(Overhei ser | ooks from
Har mony to Spi ke and
noves toward the
operating table)
There you go. It’s not so
conpl i cat ed.
( MORE)
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SPI KE ( CONT' D)
Just do whatever those Initiative
| ab nonkeys did, only backwards.

Har nony sits on a nearby counter.

OVERHEI SER
This is a nedical school, not a
proper operating facility, these
I nstrunents. ..
(gesturing at the tray
of instruments)

SPI KE

(sighs)
They | ook pointy enough. They’' |l do.

He |ies back on the table with his hands behi nd his head.

OVERHEI SER
You're not listening. That chip
i s deeply inbedded in your
cerebral cortex. Renoving it
coul d | eave you a vegetabl e.

SPI KE
That’ s not gonna happen, nate.
See, | have faith in your

survival instinct.

He | ooks significantly over at Harnony. Overheiser |ooks too.
Har mrony smles and lifts the crossbow.

SPI KE
(smling)
Yeah. You' |l have me up and
killing before the night’'s over.

(Note: although it sounds like "killing," and the cl osed-
captions say "killing,"™ his lips clearly say "fighting.")

Over hei ser | ooks apprehensive. Spike continues to grin.

SPI KE
Cone on, doc!
(nudges the doctor
with his foot)
You' |l do ne right. Nothing
bad’ || happen to you.

Suddenly an arrow flies across the room narrowy m ssing
the doctor, and lodging in the wall opposite. Spike and
Overheiser ook at it, startled, then | ook over at Harnony.
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HARMONY
Qops.
(grinning apol ogetically)
String was slippy.

Cut to exterior shot of the burned-out old Sunnydal e Hi gh
School bui |l di ng.

W LLOW VO CEOVER
(cal l'i ng)
Ri | ey!

Cut to inside. WIlow and Tara wal ki ng through the rubble.

TARA
Thi s place kinda creeps nme out.
W LLOW
You shoul da been here when it was
a school
(calls)
Ri | ey!

They wal k on, very slowy, |ooking nervous.

W LLOW
Oof . Dar kness.

TARA
Piles of it. W shoul da brought a
flashlight.
W LLOW

Ooh! | know

(reaches into her bag)
Better to light a candle than
curse the damm darkness.

(Smles. Pulls a snall

bottl e out of her bag)
Alittle spell.

(Shows it to Tara)
Fiat | ux!

(trans: "let there be light")

WIllow throws the bottle at the ground. There’'s a big burst
of flame and then the entire area is lit with a soft diffuse
l'i ght.

TARA
Wow,

W LLOW
There, that's better.
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Tara stares at her in amazenent.

W LLOW
(cal l'ing)
Ri | ey! Cone on out!
She begins to wal k again. Tara follows, still staring.

TARA

How d you do that? Wth the |ight?
W LLOW

Oh, you know. You taught ne.
TARA

| taught you teeny Tinkerbell Iight.
W LLOW

kay, so |l ... tinkered with the

Ti nkerbell. It was easy. And

besides, isn't this better than
... using a flashlight like sone
ki nd of doofus?

Cut to Buffy with a flashlight, wal king through the caves,
cal ling.

BUFFY
Riley? R |ley, answer ne.
(mutters softly)
Pl ease.

STEVEN
Riley!! C non, Rye; where are ya??

She wal ks on. Pan across the rocks, with vines grow ng on
them W hear a repetitive knocki ng noi se.

BUFFY
Ril ey?

She rounds a corner and finds Riley punching the rock wall.
There’s a large cavity in the wall where he’s clearly been
punching for sonme tine. He’'s shiny with sweat and | ooks tired.

Rl LEY
(not | ooking at Buffy)
You know, this doesn’t even hurt.
STEVEN
Ww. . .
BUFFY

Your hand is bl eeding.



Rl LEY
(1 ooks at her)
Don’t feel a thing.

He noves to punch the wall again but Buffy stops him

BUFFY
This stops now. I'’mtaking you to
t he doctor.

Rl LEY

The one fromthe governnment, you
mean? Li ke the ones who did this
tome in the first place?

(Puts up a hand in a

"no thanks" gesture

and backs away)

BUFFY
(moving toward him
He’s the only one that understands
what’s wong with you. He's the
only one that can hel p.

Rl LEY
What’s wong with nme? I’ mnore
powerful than |’ve ever been,
Buf fy. Most people would kill to
feel this way.

BUFFY
Yeah, and this feeling is *goi ng*
to kill you. Riley, your body was
not built for this kind of

strengt h- -

Rl LEY
| can handle it. This is ny deal,
Buffy, just ... back off.

STEVEN

W' re not backing off. Not when
we coul d | ose one of our best
friends.

He wal ks past her. She turns to watch him

BUFFY
What is this?

He stops wal ki ng, turns back to her.
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BUFFY
What’ s happening to you?

Rl LEY
| go back ... let the governnent
get whinsical with ny innards
again ... They could do anything

t hat - Best-case scenario, they
turn me into Joe Normal, just...

(sighs)
Just anot her guy.

BUFFY
And that’s not enough for you?

Rl LEY
It’s not enough for *you*.

BUFFY
Way woul d you say that?

Rl LEY
Come on. Your | ast boyfriend
wasn’'t exactly a civilian.

STEVEN
Everyone al ways brings up Angel
Every single tine.

BUFFY
So that’s what this is about?
You're going to die, all over
some nmacho pi ssing contest.

Rl LEY
(shakes his head)

lt’s not about him It’s about us.

(Buf fy shakes her

head, not under st andi ng)
You' re getting stronger every
day, nore powerful. | can’t touch
you. Every day, you're just ... a
little further out of ny reach.

BUFFY
You wanna touch me?
(wal ks toward him
I’mright here. 1"’mnot the one
runni ng away.

RI LEY
Not yet.
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BUFFY
So you have this all figured out?
|’ m bailing because you' re not in
t he super club

Rl LEY
(shrugs)
[t’s human nature.

BUFFY

(angrily)
Don’t Psych 101 ne.

(Rl ey | ooks away)

Not now. Not after everything
that ... Nobody has ever known ne
the way you do. Nobody.

(Riley doesn’t | ook at her)
|’ ve opened up to you in ways
that 1’ve never opened up to ..
God, you're just sitting back
there thinking that none of this
means anything to ne.

Rl LEY
(still not | ooking at her)
| never said that.

BUFFY
(teary-eyed)
Because it obviously doesn’t nean
anything to you. Do you really
think so little of me--

Rl LEY
Buf fy.

BUFFY
No! No. Do you think that | spent
the | ast year with you because
you had super powers? If that’s
what | wanted, then |I’d be dating
Spi ke.

St even CHUCKLES.

BUFFY
(quietly)
Riley, | need you.
(He 1 ooks at her,
| ooks apprehensi ve)
| need you with ne ... and | need
you heal t hy.
( MORE)

40.
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BUFFY ( CONT’ D)
But if you wanna throw it al
away because you don’t trust ne,
then ..
(firmy)
then I"’mstill gonna nake you go
to that doctor

Ril ey | ooks at her, |ooks away. He sighs.

Rl LEY
Take ne to him

Buf fy nods.

BUFFY
W have to hurry.

She strides past him but he grabs her armand turns her to
face him

Rl LEY
Loving you is the scariest thing
|’ ve ever done, Buffy.

BUFFY
| don’t know why.

She puts her hand over his heart.

BUFFY
The doctor said we didn’t have
much ti nme.

STEVEN

Then let’s get to it.
They wal k of f.

Cut to Spike on the operating table. A sheet lies vertically
over the top of his head, and his eyes are closed. As the
canmera pulls back we see the doctor wearing rubber gloves,
wor ki ng on Spi ke’s head. Harnony cones into view, walKking
behi nd Over hei ser.

HARMONY
| read in a magazi ne that sone
worren think a man’s real sex
organ is his brain.

She | eans next to the doctor and | ooks at where his hands are.



HARMONY
Yecch! No contest. | nean, |ook
at it. It’s so ... pink and
wri ggl y- I ooki ng.
(grins suddenly; to
t he doctor)
Can | touch it?

Spi ke’ s eyes pop open.

SPI KE/ OVERHEI SER
(uni son)
No!

HARMONY
(1 ooki ng over at
Spi ke’ s face)
Ch ny god, you’ re awake?

OVERHEI SER
Local anesthetic.

HARMONY
Ww, Spi key, how does it feel ?

SPI KE
Li ke soneone’s cutting into ny
brain with a knife, you silly bint.

Har nony | ooks back at Spi ke’ s brain.

HARMONY
(to doctor)
You know what it neans that he
can’t hurt any living thing? It
nmeans he can’t even pick flowers.

SPI KE
What ? Yes | can!
OVERHEI SER
(softly)

Pl ease be quiet.

Everyone is quiet for a nonent. Then Harnony points at
Spi ke’ s brai n again.

HARMONY
Is it supposed to do that?

OVERHEI SER
Pl ease. For god’'s sake, please,
be qui et.



HARMONY
Li sten, buster. | don't see a
crossbow in *your* hands, okay?

SPI KE
Har mony, if your incessant
prattling bolloxes up this

operation, |I’mgonna personally
yank out your pink and wiggly
t ongue.

Over hei ser | ooks at Harnony.

HARMONY
What are you | ooking at?

Cut to the hospital room Riley, Steven and Buffy cone
t hrough t he doubl e-doors and find the security guard and
G aham on the fl oor.

BUFFY
Uh- oh.

Buf fy bends over the guard while Riley goes to Graham

Rl LEY
G aham G aham
(Hel ps himsit up.
Ri |l ey holds up two fingers)
How many fingers | got?

GRAHAM
Sevent een.

STEVEN
Huh?

Ri | ey and Buffy exchange a concerned | ook.

GRAHAM
Hostile 17 and a blonde girl.

BUFFY

(sighs)
Spi ke and Harnony, together again.

STEVEN
(sarcastic)
Lovel y.

Ri | ey hel ps Graham stand up. They | ook around.

A LES
Where's Dr. Overhei ser?



BUFFY
Uh, Spi ke nust have taken him
What woul d Spi ke want with -
(The clue hits)
The chip. He’'s gonna force the
doctor to renove the chip from
hi s brain.

Ri | ey bends over and puts his hands on his knees, panting.
He’' s pal e and sweaty.

BUFFY
Riley?
Rl LEY
(strai ghtens up, breathlessly)
[’ m okay. Ckay.
GRAHAM
(to Buffy)

We're running out of tine. W
don’t find the nedic soon, he’s
not gonna make it.

BUFFY
(thinking fast)
kay, okay, brain surgery. He,
he’ s gonna need a nedi cal
facility, he-he’s gonna need, uh,
uh, equi pnent. ..

GRAHAM
This is a big hospital.

BUFFY
No, uh-uh, he wouldn't do it here.
It’s too risky. W'll split up
Graham get on the horn, or the
pi pe, or whatever you guys

Qéi on, |I-1 want you to check
ani mal hospitals, doctors’
of fices...

Graham wal ks to the door. Riley stops him

Rl LEY
Hey, about before...

GRAHAM
Forget it. Apologize later, if
you’' re not dead.

He | eaves. Riley | ooks nervously at Buffy. She wal ks toward
hi m
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BUFFY
(firmy)
You are *not* going to die.

Rl LEY
Bet you say that to all the boys.

BUFFY
No. There is one peroxided pest
whose nunber is up.
(They start to wal k off)
When | get ny hands on Spike, |I'm

gonna rip his head off, |I’m gonna...
Cut to closeup of Spike's face. He’'s still on the operating
t abl e.
SPI KE

...bathe in the slayer’s bl ood.
Gonna dive in it.

(with relish)
Swminit.

Shot of Overhei ser and Harnony behind the sheet, staring at
Spi ke’ s brain. Harnony is snoking another cigarette.

SPI KE
|’ m gonna do the bl oody backstroke.

Har nrony bl ows out snoke, which drifts toward Spi ke's face.
She begins to junp up and down.

HARMONY
| see it, Spikey! |I see the chip!
It’s nestled in there like ... a

pretty little Easter egg with
your brain all around it I|ike
that green plastic grassy stuff
... only this is nore a beige,
li ke-
OVERHEI SER

Wul d you pl ease put out that
cigarette? It’s really not all owed.

HARMONY
Oh yeah? Says who?

The doctor turns to | ook pointedly at the NO SMOKI NG sign on
the wall.

HARMONY
Oh god, sorry! Didn't see the sign!



She turns away to put out the cigarette. The doctor turns
and drops sonething into a dish. It makes a netallic
cl i nki ng noi se.

Bl ackout .

Act |V

OVERHEI SER
The chip’s out.
(Harmony squeal s excitedly)
Didn't think I could do it, |

just ... it’s out.
SPI KE
Yeah?
HARMONY

(j unpi ng up and down, cl appi ng)
Yay! Yay for Spikey!

SPI KE
Ri ght then.
(det erm nedl y)
Stitch ne up, doc. Got places to
go. And slayers to kill.

Fade in on Harnony hol ding the crossbow. Pan across to

Spi ke, sitting up while the doctor

in his head.

Over hei ser | ooks very nervous.

SPI KE
Listen to me. My stonmach’s
growing, I'’mso starved.

(The doc | ooks

nervous, begins to

apply a bandage)
I’mafraid |’ mgonna have to have
me alittle snack

over his shoul der.

SPI KE
Ch, don’t worry. | won't fill up
on the bread. 1'Il still have
plenty of roomfor the main course.

The door opens and Buffy wal ks in, followed by Riley.

SPI KE
(fiercely)
Sl ayer!

puts a few | ast stitches

46.

Spi ke turns his head to speak
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He junps off the table. Harnony noves to stand beside him
hol di ng the crossbow. Buffy, Steven, and Riley stand side-
by-si de. Faceoff. The doctor tries to sidle around toward
t he door.

Spi ke nmorphs into vanpire face.

SPI KE
Suit up, Harm

Har nrony nor phs into vanpire face.
Buffy turns to stop the doc as he tries to | eave.

BUFFY
Stay here.
(She pushes himso he
falls to the floor)
W’ re gonna need you.

SPI KE
Buffy. | swear | was just
t hi nki ng of you. I wanted to tel

you the great news. My head s al
cl ear now. No nore bug-zapper in

ny noggin.
BUFFY

That nmeans | get to kill you.
SPI KE

You get to try.
The standoff continues. Suddenly the crossbow goes off and
the arrow flies, landing in Riley’'s leg. Buffy | ooks over at
him Riley doesn’t seemto react.

HARMONY
Qops.

Riley stornms toward her. She noves toward him He brushes
t he crossbow out of her hands.

Buf fy punches Spike in the face.

Ril ey throws Harnmony down on the operating table, picks her
up and throws her against a wall full of equipnent.

St even rushes Harnony and grips her throat, lifting her up.
He whi ps her over the gurney.

Buf fy punches Spike in the face a few nore tines; he
stunbl es back agai nst the operating table.



Ri | ey punches Harnony, throws her

agai nst a counter

wheel ed chair toward him He trips over

Har mony kicks himin the face.

across the room
panting. He turns as Harnony shoves a
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| eans

it and goes down.

Spi ke junps up onto the operating table and grins down at

Buf fy.
Har nrony exchangi ng bl ows.

SPI KE
At long | ast.

He | eaps on top of Buffy,
| andi ng on top of her.
bite her neck. Buffy struggles.

Spi ke gives a yel

In the background we can stil

He pins her

see and hear Riley and

carrying her to the ground and

hands down and bends to

of pain and jerks backward. Buffy punches

him then shoves himoff her so he | ands next to the doctor.

Spi ke |1 ooks angrily at Overhei ser,

Ri | ey punches Harnony in the face;
starts toward her again but stops,

who | ooks scared.

she ki cks himaway. He
grabbi ng his chest and

groani ng in pain.

STEVEN
(worri ed)
Riley!!
BUFFY
Ri | ey!

table and falls down with it
then runs off.

Ri | ey stunbl es agai nst a netal
on top of him Harnony | ooks at her fist,

Buffy crawls over to Riley and puts her hands on his chest.

BUFFY
Ril ey.

Spi ke gets up and opens the contai ner where the doctor
supposedly put his chip. He takes out a penny frominside it.

SPI KE
(1 ooki ng at doctor)
A penny?

OVERHEI SER

(getting up)
| told you I couldn’t do it.

BUFFY
Oh god. Doctor! Doctor,
you now !

we need



The doctor rushes to |ift the table off of Riley as Spike
and Harnony nove to the door. Spike grabs his jacket and
pauses to | ook back, then turns and | eaves.

Buffy and the doctor lift Riley up to a sitting position.

Cut to exterior graveyard, night. Spike and Harnony run
bet ween the trees and gravestones.

SPI KE
Buf fy, Buffy, Buffy! Everywhere |
turn, she’s there! That nasty
little face, that ... bouncing
shanpoo- conmerci al hair, that
whol e soddi ng holier-than-thou

attitude.

HARMONY
Well, aren’t we kinda unholy, by
t he-

SPI KE
She follows ne, you know, tracks
me down. |’ m her pet project.

Drive Spi ke round the bend. Makes
every day a fresh bout of torture.
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He stops running, picks up a headstone and throws it agai nst

anot her. Harnony cringes as the dust showers her.

HARMONY
Spi ke!
SPI KE
You don’t understand. | can’t get

rid of her. She’s everywhere.
She’ s haunting me, Harnony!

He grabs her upper arnms. She | ooks very scared. Spike stares

at her, slowy calns down.

SPI KE

(quietly)
This ... has got to end.

Cut to Riley lying on the operating table, with the doctor
putting a bandage on his chest. Buffy wal ks in.

OVERHEI SER
Al'l patched up.
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Overheiser exits and Riley sits up. W see that in addition
to being shirtless, he’s also only wearing half a pair of
jeans -- the other pant-leg was cut away to help get the
arrow out of his |leg. Another bandage is w apped around his
thigh. He picks up his shirt and begins to put it on. Buffy
puts one hand on Riley’'s good leg and lightly touches the
bandage on his chest with her other hand.

BUFFY
How s it goin’ in there?

Rl LEY
Good. Back to normal.

STEVEN
Good. That’s good to hear, Riley.

Buf fy | eans her head against his chest to listen to his
heart beat .

BUFFY
Yep.

He strokes her hair. She | eans back and takes his bruised
hand in hers, pulling his hand to her heart.

BUFFY
And see ... I'mstill touchabl e.

Rl LEY
(nods)
G ve ne a week or so to heal, and
... Il take full advantage of
that fact.
Buffy smles, still holding his hand

BUFFY
Are you gonna be okay? ' Cause
should really go check on ny nom

Ril ey | ooks up at her.

Rl LEY
Yeah. Yeah, go ahead. 1’1l be fine.

BUFFY
"1l talk to you later

He nods. She | eans up and kisses himsoftly, then turns away.

Shot of Riley’s hands as Buffy pulls her out of his grasp
and | eaves.



Shot of Riley watching her go,

Cut to Riley

and G aham wal ki ng down t he hall

| ooki ng pensi ve.

in a dorm or
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frat building. Riley has a noticeable linp. Gahanmis face is
still bruised.

GRAHAM

It’s a good thing Buffy found you

when she did, ’'cause you were
about to detonate big-tine.

Al ways said she’s pretty inpressive.

Rl LEY
You know, she really is.

GRAHAM

But you know you don’t bel ong
here, right?

(Keeps wal ki ng and

tal king although Ril ey

has stopped wal ki ng

and is staring at his back)
This town? | nean, you' re nothin’
her e.

RI LEY
Hey.
(G aham st ops wal ki ng,
turns to I ook at him
What are you sayi ng?

GRAHAM
Come on, nman. You know it’s true.
There’s nothing for you here.

Rl LEY
There’s her.

GRAHAM
kay, right, there’'s her. And?
You used to have a m ssion, and
now you’ re what? The mission’s
boyfriend? Mssion’s true | ove?

Riley | ooks at the floor, then wal ks on, past G aham

Ri | ey doesn’t
Cut to Spike’

Bangi ng noi ses.

GRAHAM
You bel ong with us.

reply, keeps wal ki ng. Graham wat ches hi m go.

s crypt. Spike is sleeping in his chair.

flies open and Buffy wal ks in.

Spi ke opens his eyes and gets up as the door
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SPI KE
Shoul d have known it’s you. Been
nearly six hours.

BUFFY
Vell, it would ve been less if |
wasn’t busy cl eaning up your ness.

SPI KE
*My* mess? | just *borrowed* the
doc. The ness is yours, Slayer.
Yours and the boy’'s, along with
that reject Slayer.

BUFFY
| * m done.

She takes a stake from her back pocket and wal ks toward
Spi ke. He | ooks surprised.

BUFFY
Spi ke, you're a killer. And I
shoul da done this *years* ago.

Spi ke |1 ooks her in the eye.

SPI KE
You know what? Do it. Bloody just
do it.
BUFFY
What ?
SPI KE
End ... nmy ... tornent. Seeing

you, every day, everywhere | o,
every tinme | turn around. Take ne
out of a world ... that has
you in it!
(Yanks off his shirt
and throws it aside)
Just kill ne!

Buffy stares at him then raises her stake and |unges. Spike
Wi nces, but she stops at the last mnute. They stare into
each other’s eyes.

Suddenly Spi ke grabs Buffy by the upper arns and ki sses her
passi onately. She returns the kiss. It goes on for a nonent
and then Buffy pulls back with a little noise of dismy,

bri nging her hand to her nouth. She stares at Spi ke and he
stares back, both panting. The stake is gone from her hand.
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Slowly Buffy drops her hand from her nouth and wal ks back to
Spi ke, putting both her hands to the back of his head and

pul l'ing himdown toward her. They kiss again, very passionate.
Spi ke brings his hands up to clutch her back, kissing her
cheek and the side of her neck.

BUFFY

(panti ng)
Spike ... | want you.

SPI KE
(muf fl ed agai nst her neck)
Buffy, | |love you
He pulls back. C oseup of Buffy staring at him
SPI KE
(09)
God, | love you so nuch
Cut to Spike sitting up in bed with a gasp.
Shot of Harnony sleeping in the bed next to him

Shot of Spike sitting up in the bed, |ooking horrified,
whi | e Harnony conti nues to sl eep.

SPI KE
Ch, god, no.

Cl oseup of Spike’s face.

SPI KE
Pl ease, no.

Bl ackout .

The sound of Spi ke panting continues as the producer credit
appears.

Executi ve Producer: Joss Wedon.



