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Fam |y

A Buffy the Vanpire Sl ayer episode transcribed by Joan the
Engl i sh Chick (pisces@nglishchick.con). Oiginal Ar Date:
Novenber 7, 2000

Transcri ber’s Notes:

*] do not own the characters or situations of BTVS, and I
claimno credit for the content of this episode. | have
nerely transcri bed what appeared on ny screen, with help
fromthe cl osed captions.

*| prefer that you link to this transcript on the Psyche
site rather than post it on your site, but you can post it
on your site if you want, as |long as you keep nmy nane and
emai | address on it. Please also keep ny disclainmers intact.
*You can use ny transcripts in your fanfiction stories; you
don’t have to ask ny perm ssion. (However, if you use |arge
portions of episode dialogue in your fanfic, | reconmend you
give credit to the person who wote the episode.) *I

apol ogi ze in advance for ny lanme transcription of the fight
scenes. | don’t know the nanmes of different punches and

ki cks. Use your imnagination.

Teaser

Epi sode begins. W see WIllow and Tara’s kitten playing with
a small ball of yarn.

W LLOW VO CEOVER
Tell me a story.

TARA VO CEOVER
kay. Once upon a tine, there
was, um... a kitty. She was very
little, and she was all al one,
and nobody wanted her.

W LLOW VO CEOVER
This is a very upsetting story.

TARA VO CEOVER
Ch, oh, but it gets better.

The kitten runs offscreen. Cut to a shot of her trying to
craw under a bed.

TARA VO CEOVER
' Cause one day the kitty was
running around in the street and
a man cane, and swooped her up..

A pair of hands conmes into the shot and swoops up the kitten.



TARA
And took her to the pound.

W see Tara sitting on the end of Wllow s bed lifting the
kitten into her lap. Wllowis in the bed, under the covers.

TARA
And at the pound there were lots
of other kitties, and there were
puppi es, and sone ferrets...

W LLOW
(smling)
Were there dol phins?

TARA
(handing kitten to WII ow)
Yes. Many dol phins at the pound.

W LLOW
O was there a canel ?

TARA
(t hi nks)
There was the front of a canel. A
hal f camel .
(Sm | es)

W LLOW
(cuddling kitten)
Did the kitty get chosen by sone
ni ce peopl e?

TARA
Vel |, now you ruined the ending.

W LLOW
Mmm . .
(lets go of the kitten
and it runs off)
[’ m sl eepy.

TARA
Do you mnd if | keep the Iight
on? | was gonna | ook up sone spells.

W LLOW
It’s fine.
(pout s)
| don’t need to be snuggl ed.
(smles)



TARA
(sm | es back)
Vi xen!

Tara takes sonme books that are on the bed and piles them up
on the floor.

W LLOW
You’ ve been spell gal night and
day lately.
TARA
Vell, | just wanna keep up with
you, and I'm... well, | just
li ke to be useful. You know, to
t he gang?
(W11 ow | ooks concerned)
| just ... never ... feel useful.
W LLOW

You are. You' re essential.

Tara sm | es. She cones over and gets under the covers with
WIllow, turning off the |ight.

TARA
Do you think Buffy found out
anyt hi ng toni ght?

W LLOW
At the factory? | don’t know. If
there was sonething, | figured

she’d call us.

Tara lies down, putting her head on WIlow s shoul der, and
t hey snuggl e up together.

Cut to Joyce’s house, night. Gles and Buffy sit in the
living room They talk quietly.

G LES
Uh, | don’t know what to say.

BUFFY
Tell nme about it.
(1 ooks toward the stairs)

A LES
She has no i dea?

BUFFY
No. She thinks she’s ny kid sister.



G LES
Are you going to tell her?

BUFFY
How can | ?
(sighs, gets up)
She’d freak, and that’s the | ast
t hi ng we need.

She wal ks to the doorway and | ooks up the stairs.
BUFFY
(sighs)
W have to keep her safe.

She turns and wal ks back into the living room

G LES
This...woman, this, uh, whatever
she was... she knows you now.

(Buffy sits)
Shoul d we be t hi nking
about . .. sendi ng Dawn away?

BUFFY
Away wher e?
G LES
| don’t know, uh...your father’s?
BUFFY
(scoffs)
Yeah, he’s, um... in Spain, with

his secretary. Living the cliche.
(G les | ooks synpathetic.)

| called himwhen Mom got sick

he hasn’t even..

G LES
" m sorry.

Beat .

BUFFY
When he bailed on us ... |
renenber, Dawn cried for a week.
Except she didn’'t. She wasn’t
there, but ... | can still feel
what it was |ike.

G les puts his hand over his nouth and frowns.



BUFFY
They sent her to ne, Gles.

think ... | have to take care of
her. | want to.
A LES

Do we tell the others?

BUFFY
No. No one. They-they’'d act weird
around her, and it’'s, it’s safer
for everyone if they don’t know.

A LES
Yes.
(Stands, begins to pace)
W have to find out who this
wonan i s, and what she needs Dawn
for.

Buf fy ponders this.

G LES
| nean, if she cones after you-
BUFFY
She’ || cone.
(Looks toward the stairs)
She’ || cone for us.

Cut to a pile of rubble that suddenly expl odes upward as
Gory throws it off of her. She rises in the mddle of the
destroyed building, still wearing her red dress. She | ooks
around angrily.

GLORY
Okay. Now |’ m upset.

Wl f how . Opening credits.

Guest starring Mercedes McNab, Clare Kraner, Charlie Wber,
Ay Adans, Steve Rankin, and Anber Benson as Tara. Witten
and directed by Joss Whedon.

Exterior shot of UC Sunnydal e, day.

Cut to inside dorm Buffy is stacking sone boxes in the
hal | way. Xander and Riley are carrying a mni-fridge out of
a dormroom Xander bunps his hand on the door frane.

XANDER
OmM Thunb! Necessary opposabl e
t hunb!



Rl LEY
Sorry. Crybaby.

BUFFY
You know what, you guys, just
| eave it here.

Rl LEY
Got it.

He and Xander put down the fridge. Dawn energes from anot her
door, carrying a stack of boxes that obscure her vision.

DAV
| don’t need hel p.

BUFFY
Just be careful.

Buffy turns and enters through the door Dawn just exited. W
see WIllow, Anya, Steven, and Gles in a dormroom
surrounded by boxes.

ANYA
But we just hel ped her nove the
stuff in a few days ago. ..
(turns and sees Buffy)
...and it was fun!

G LES
(readi ng a book)
Peopl e hel p each ot her out, Anya.
It’s one of our strange custons.

BUFFY
Gles, | noticed you' re doing the
smal | est anount of hel pi ng that
can actually be call ed hel ping.

G LES

Vell, | saw nyself in nore of
a...patriarchal sort of role. You
know, |ots of pointing and
scow i ng.

(Smles. Looks to his

| eft, points and scow s.)
You two, stop that!

Shot of Xander and Riley grappling, bent over at the waist.
Xander has Riley in a headl ock.

Rl LEY
He started it.



XANDER
He call ed nme a bad nane.
(Tara | ooks at them
and grins)
| think it was bad. It mght’ve
been Latin.

St even chuckl es.

G LES
Stop it, or you' re going to break
sonet hi ng.

BUFFY

O I'’mgoing to break sonething.

The guys suddenly | et each other go and straighten up. W
see WIllow and Tara folding clothes, smling at each other.

XANDER
Still can’t believe you re giving
up this cherry corner suite.

ANYA
(re-entering from hal |l way)
Just a few days after we noved

you in!
BUFFY

(shrugs, tries to | ook casual)
It’s no big.

(Gles | ooks up from

hi s book)
You know, with Mom not being
well, 1I’mhardly ever here.

(Picks up a pile of
clothes to put in a box)

Just figured I'd ... save a
l[ittle cash for this senester
that’s all.

W LLOW

| think that’s smart.

STEVEN
Me too, Buffy.



XANDER

Still, it’s hard to give up
You’ ve got the two entrances

(pointing to the two

doors to the room
| ot of opportunity for bawdy
French farce, and everybody | oves
bawdy -

BUFFY
Wher e’ s Dawn?

Rl LEY
| think she just wal ked out.
(Points out one of the doors)

BUFFY
(hurrying forward)
Dawn!

Dawn re-enters and breezes past Buffy.

DAV
Some of your CDs are ny CDs.

BUFFY
| know. Cone help ne fold.

Tara smles at them Everyone returns to packing and
carrying (and reading in Gles case). WIlow takes a
sui tcase and | eaves the room

Buf fy bends over to fold sonmething and grabs her | ower back
with a sigh.

Rl LEY
Starting to feel that fight?

Buf fy and Dawn fold a sheet.

BUFFY
Not hing like gettin’ your ass
ki cked to...nmake your ass hurt.

DAV
You'll totally take her next tine.

XANDER
' Cause you’' || have backup, baby.
She’s nmessin’ with all of us.



A LES
Yes, uh, we'll, we'll, uh, find
her weaknesses, and then, uh-

STEVEN
Beat the crap out of her.

TARA
Yeah. You | earn her source,
(grins)
and, uh, we’'ll introduce her to
her insect reflection.

STEVEN
(conf used)
Huh?

Everyone | ooks at her in confusion. Tara stops sniling.

TARA
Un... that, that was funny if
you, um studied Taglarin nythic
rites...
(softly)
and are a conpl ete dork

Rl LEY
Oh, then how cone Xander didn’t
| augh?
(Tara takes a box and exits)

XANDER
(not realizing he's
been insul ted)
| don’t know that Taglarin stuff.

STEVEN
(l'i ke Kel so from " That
70" s Show")
Bur n!
RI LEY
Ch.

Cut to Tara wal king out into the hall, shaking her head.
W | ow approaches.

W LLOW
Hey. You wanna start taking stuff
down to the car?
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TARA
(nods)
Yeah.

W LLOW
Ckay.

W1l ow goes back into the dormroom Tara wal ks off with her
box.

TARA
(whi spering to herself)
St upi d. ..

Cut to WIllow re-entering the dormroom

W LLOW
Ckay. Quys, now renenber, you
have to be at the Bronze by eight.

Everyone | ooks bl ank.

BUFFY
Bronze.

W LLOW
Tonmorrow night! Tara' s birthday!

BUFFY
Ri ght! Ri ght.

ANYA
(to Xander)
We have to bring presents, right?
Birth is a present thing?

XANDER
| got sonething...picked out, yeah.
W LLOW
(anxi ous)
You-you guys can all still cone,
right? | nean, | know
there’s...this new evil and all,
but. ..
BUFFY

No, no. We’'ll be there. | could
definitely use a break from al
this crazi ness.

STEVEN
Total |y.
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Cut to a woman in a hospital gown, being wheel ed on a gurney
through a hospital hallway. Hospital noises. Canmera pulls
back and we see a male intern pulling the gurney. Ben

appr oaches.

BEN
What’s the story?
| NTERN
Anot her crazy. Got her famly out

t here.
(nods toward waiting room

BEN
K, let nme guess, no history of
ment al probl ens.

| NTERN
Yeah. That makes like five this
nont h.

BEN

Ah, they told nme Sunnydal e was
gonna be interesting.

| NTERN
(chuckl es)
Yeah. Aren’t you off?

BEN
(1 ooks at watch)
Yeah, as of now Have fun.

He turns and wal ks of f.

Cut to hospital |ocker room Ben enters, wal ks past two rows
of | ockers, opens a | ocker, begins taking his clothes off
and putting themin the | ocker.

Pan back across the two rows of |ockers. A Lei-Ach denon
comes into view. It has gray skin broken by red bl oody-

| ooki ng sores, and dark sunken eyes. It opens its nmouth and
puts out a thick, black, forked tongue. Its nose twitches as
It wal ks forward, putting out its tongue again with a

hi ssi ng noi se.

G ory cones into the shot, putting one hand over the denon’s
nout h, the other hand on the back of its head.

A.ORY
| need a favor.

She pushes the denon backward out of the shot.
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Cut to the magi c shop. Anya hands a paper bag to a custoner.

ANYA
(smling)
Thank you for com ng. W val ue
your patronage.
(Yelling after the
departing custoner)
Pl ease cone again for nore
pur chases!

G les cones into the shot and puts a box on the counter.

G LES
Could we please be a little less
ef fusive, Anya? Don’t want to
frighten the people.

ANYA
|”’mjust so excited. They cone
in, I help them... they give us

noney i n exchange for goods ..

you give nme noney for working for

you ... | have a place in the

world now. |I'mpart of the system
(smles wdely)

I’ ma working gal.

G LES
(smles)
Yes. Well, why don’t you start
organi zi ng the shippi ng orders.
(Takes the box and
starts to wal k off)

ANYA
Ch, no, that’s boring. | just
want to do the noney parts.

Buf fy and Xander enter.

BUFFY
Vell, sure | forgot about the
party. | nean, there’s kind of a
| ot going on. And it’s not .
you know ... the nost thrilling
soci al event of the season.

XANDER
(nods)
Yeah ... it’s a big deal for
W1l ow, though. | nean, you are
gonna be there?



BUFFY
Yeah.
(shrugs)
Barring nonsters.

ANYA
Hey, hi.

(Leans over the
counter toward Xander)

XANDER
G mme sugar. |’ve cone to buy sugar.
He puts his hands on Anya’'s face and they Kiss.

St even wal ks up

STEVEN
(di sgust ed)
Gag ne.
ANYA
Mm We val ue your patronage.
BUFFY
(to G les)

So, any breakt hroughs on the
identity of Mss Congeniality?

A LES
Well, | have narrowed it down
sonewhat .

He | ooks down at a table. The camera pans out so we can see
the | arge assortnment of books spread out on the table.

BUFFY
Your definition of narrowis
i npressively w de.

G LES
Well, you didn’'t give nme nuch to
go on. She-she | ooks hunman, so
the nug shots aren’t any use,
and, uh, you can’t be nore
speci fic about what she’s |ike?

BUFFY
(ponders)
She was kinda |ike Cordelia,
actual ly.

13.
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STEVEN
Lovel y.

BUFFY
(G les nods thoughtfully)
|”’m pretty sure she dyes her hair.

G LES
Ri ght! That one, of course. Qur
work is done.

STEVEN
Sar casm acconpl i shes nothing, G les.

BUFFY
There nust be something on her.
(sits at table as
Xander approaches)

XANDER
(el odramati cal | y)

The answer i s somewhere here.
(stares at the book-
covered table)

It’s right in front of us and

we're too blind to see it!
(Slams his hand down
on the table)

Buf fy gives himan exasperated |look. Gles rolls his eyes.

XANDER
I m hel pi ng, |’ mreading,
(sits, whispers)
[’ m qui et.

G les takes a box and begins clinbing sone stairs to the
oft. Buffy and Xander sit at the table |ooking at books.

BUFFY
So ... what’d you get her?

XANDER
Huh?

BUFFY
Tara. You said you got a present
al r eady.
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XANDER
Yeah, that was a tangl ed web of
lies, sweetie. I'"mnot really
sure what kind of thing she' d ..
| nean, | don’t really know her
that well.

BUFFY
(nods)
| know.

XANDER

(qui ckly)
| mean, she’'s nice.

BUFFY

(qui ckly)
Yeah! Yeah, nice ... nice. I-it’'s

just, 1-1 sort of...

XANDER
| don’t necessarily get her
but she’s really nice.

BUFFY

Yeah. There’'s ... just that thing.
XANDER

(agr eei ng)

That t hi ng.
BUFFY

That ... thing of not understandi ng-
XANDER

Hal f of what she says?
BUFFY

As for exanple. But she’s super

ni ce.
XANDER

You bet cha.
They conti nue | ooki ng at books.

BUFFY
Think there’Il be a |lot of Wccas
t here, heavy Wccan crowd?

XANDER
Well, that’s sort of her deal.
Her and WIllow are all Wccie.
Swingin with the Wccan lifestyle.



Buf fy groans

Cut to Buffy

W see they're in his crypt.
stonmach, then punches her in the face, once, tw ce,

Spi ke spins,

BUFFY
Whi ch is cool
XANDER
Vel |, yeah
BUFFY
| just hope we fit in, not awkward.
XANDER
Wth Wllowit’s |like, she’ s got
this ... whole new thing in her
life. But she’'s still WIlow, so
| can always figure her out. But
Tara, | just know she |ikes

W1l ow, and she al ready has one
of those.

and sl ans a book shut.

BUFFY
Ugh! | have a present-buying
headache. Tara’s damm birthday is
just one too many things for ne
to worry about.

STEVEN
Buffy, ¢’ non. We nay not know
Tara wel |, but we can definitely

get to know her.

XANDER

Rel ax. You should take a few
m nut es.

(jerks his thunb

toward the training

roomin the back)
Train or stretch out. You shoul d
do sonething to ... work off the
t ensi on.

16.

punchi ng Spi ke in the face. Then she kicks him

tries a circle kick but Buffy ducks it.

Spi ke kicks Buffy in the

thrice.

On the fourth swing Buffy grabs his arm and punches himwith
her ot her hand. She | ands a roundhouse and then an uppercut.
She ki cks Spike in the stomach and then does a backflip,
kicking himin the jaw.

She

bl ocks a punch, then he grabs her by the throat from behind,
hol di ng one of her hands. She kicks himin the face over
shoul der, twi sts out of his grip and throws him

her
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He | ands sitting on his arncthair and it slides backward
until it hits the wall. Buffy leaps up to stand on the two
arms of the arnthair, punches Spike in the face four tines.
He pushes her | egs apart and she falls onto his | ap. Spike
grabs her butt and Buffy waps her | egs around his neck as
he stands up. Then she flings herself backward, |anding with
her hands on the floor, and uses her legs to flip Spi ke over
by the neck. She | ands on top of him Spike throws her off
and she slides against a wall. Spike stands up. Buffy
crouches, panti ng.

SPI KE
You want me, Sl ayer, cone and get
nme.

BUFFY
Oh, I'"mcomng. |I'’mconng right-

(lunges up toward him

Cut to Spi ke and Harnony in bed.

HARMONY
- now

Spi ke is on top of Harnmony, covered by a bl anket, both of
t hem naked and panting. Harnony caresses Spi ke’ s face.

HARMONY
What are you thinking?

SPI KE
Al'l about you, baby.

HARMONY
Aww.
(Pull's Spike s head
down to her shoul der)
You're ny little |anb.

Cut back to the nagic shop. Gles cones back down fromthe
| of t.

G LES
Come up with anything yet?
XANDER
Vel |, candles, nmaybe, or bath
oils of sone Kkind.
BUFFY
| saw a really cute sweater at
Bl oony’ s but, | think I want
me to have it.
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G LES
And you are tal king about what on
earth?

BUFFY

Tara’s birthday. W’ re at a | oss.

G LES
You're in a nagi c shop, and you
can’t think what Tara would |ike.
| believe you re both profoundly

st upi d.
STEVEN
Shush, Gl es.
XANDER
Vell, we don't really know ...

the kind of things wtches like.
What, are we gonna get her sone
cheesy crystal ball?

G LES
Bl oody well better not. |’ve got
m ne al ready wrapped.

A youngi sh guy with blond hair and a beard (Donny) is
| ooki ng at the shelves. Now he turns and | ooks at the books
on the table in front of Buffy and Xander.

DONNY
Uh, are all these magi ¢ books?

G LES
Uh, private collection. Un, books
for sale are against the walls
over there.
(gestures with his
cof fee cup, then wal ks
toward the counter)

Donny conti nues | ooking through books on the table.

DONNY
So all these books got spells in
"en? Turn people into frogs,
things like that?

STEVEN
Yeah, right.

Everyone | ooks dubiously at him W see Anya behind the cash
regi ster.
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XANDER
Yeah, we’re building a race of
frog people. It’s a good tine.

Donny gri ns.

DONNY
So, uh. ..
(gestures at themnm
You all witches? Hey, don’t do a
spell on me now.
(Laughs)

G LES
WAs there sonething in particul ar
you were | ooking for?

Donny conti nues chuckling. The door opens and WI I ow and
Tara enter, | aughing.

W LLOW
Her insect reflection. That is so
good.

TARA

| just thought that’d be funny,
you know, if her center of power
was-

DONNY
Whatta you know.

Tara sees himand stops |aughing, |ooks alarned.
DONNY
What’s the matter? You don’t have
a hug for your big brother?

W1l ow | ooks surprised. Tara | ooks upset. Bl ackout.

Fade in on the sane scene. Tara still |ooks upset. WII ow
| ooks at her.
W LLOW
Br ot her ?
Shot of Buffy and Xander still sitting at the table, watching.
TARA

Wllow, this is
(stutters)
Donny.



Wl ow wal ks forward. Tara follows, | ooking unconfortable.

W LLOW
Hi .

DONNY
(shakes WIllow s hand, smling)
Nice to neet you

TARA
And, uh, these are ny-ny friends.

Donny | ooks back at the others, who nod and wave.

DONNY
What, uh, all of you hang out?
Ww. That’s nore people than you
met in high school
(Gves Tara a friendly
punch on the arm

TARA
How did you fi - I, | nean, how
conme you cane?

DONNY
Vel l, duh, birthday girl. Uh, we
came down in the canper, been al
over the canpus.

TARA
we?

Tara and WIllow turn as the door opens and a nan wal ks in
(M. Maclay), followed by a girl about Tara’s age (Cousin
Bet h) .

DONNY
Look what | found!
(gesturing at Tara)

TARA
Uh, Dad, hi.
(wal ks forward. W/I I ow wat ches)

MR MACLAY
Vell, here’'s ny girl.

Tara hugs her dad awkwardly. W see Gl es wal king forward,
as the others watch the reunion scene.

20.



TARA
S-such a s-surpri se.
DONNY
Yes.
TARA
Cousi n Bet h.
BETH
Hey.
MR MACLAY
One of your dorm mates said
mght ... find you here.
(1 ooki ng around)
TARA
Ch. Ch, um

(turning toward the others)
t hese are, these are friends. Um
this is M. Gles, um he runs
t he shop.

Shot of WIIlow smling.

G LES VO CEOVER
How do you do?

MR MACLAY
Pl easure. Well, I, | don’t nean
to interrupt your plans, | know

we’ ve come on you ki nd of
suddenly, but | thought we could
have di nner.

TARA
Ckay.

MR MACLAY
Way don’t | pick you up at six,
And we' Il ...
(gl ances at the others)
do sone catching up

TARA
Yes, sir.

STEVEN
(to hinself)
(di sbeliving)
"Sir"?

21.
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MR MACLAY
(to the others)
Forgive me for running out. We're
doubl e- par ked.

Gles gestures with his coffee cup like "that’s okay". M.
Macl ay, Cousin Beth, and Donny | eave. Tara watches anxi ously.

DONNY
(wavi ng from doorway)
Nice to neet you all

W1l ow waves and sm | es back.
Tara wal ks farther into the shop, toward WI I ow.

W LLOW
That’s so weird. Your ... whole
famly.

TARA
(sm | es nervously)
Yeah.

Shot of Buffy and Xander exchanging a | ook.

W LLOW
(0
They seem ni ce.

TARA
You know, they-they’ re okay.
Fam | ies are al ways-

W LLOW
(under st andi ngl y)
They make you crazy.

TARA
Usual | y. Wanna get into research
node?

W LLOW
Sure.

They nove off.

Cut to: interior foyer of Joyce's house, day. Buffy enters
t hrough the front door, tossing her keys onto a table.

BUFFY
(cal l'i ng)
Honey, |’ m hone.



They ki ss.

Rl LEY
(com ng down the stairs)
Did you have a good day at work?

BUFFY
It’s a rat race.

Rl LEY
| squared away the rest of your
stuff. Wuldn't even know you
ever left.

BUFFY
Oh, you're a god. You're |ike the
god of boyfriends.

Rl LEY
Nah, | just like it when you owe
me favors.

BUFFY
Wll, this earns you a big favor

There could be outfits.

Rl LEY
Qoh. Be still ny heart.

They ki ss again. Dawn energes fromthe other room

a bag.

DAV
See ya | ater.

BUFFY
Whoa! Whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa,
where do you think you’ re going?

DAVWN
I’mgoing to Melinda’ s for dinner.
BUFFY
Si nce when?
DAVWN
Now- i sh.
BUFFY
You can’t. I-it’'s not safe for

you to wal k there.

carrying

23.
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DAV
It’s just across the street. What
is the big deal, I’mjust gonna go-
BUFFY

No. It’s fam |y night.

(gl ances at Riley)
And besides, Melinda's a bad
i nfluence. | don’t like you
hangi ng out wi th someone
that...short.

DAV
(annoyed)
| am so glad you' re noving back
into the house. This is the
source of ny gl adness.

She stal ks of f. Buffy sighs.

BUFFY
She makes nme crazy.
(Wal ks past Riley into
the living room

Rl LEY
That's...kinda the word | was
searching for

BUFFY
(sits on sofa)
What ? She shoul dn’t be goi ng over
t here.

Rl LEY
Yeah, a | ot of young people
nowadays are experimenting w
shortness. CGotta nip that i
bud.

th
t he

BUFFY
She...can’t be runni ng out
whenever she' d |ike.

Rl LEY
(wal ks forward)
It’s nore than that.

BUFFY
What do you nean?
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Rl LEY
(sits next to her,
shakes hi s head)
You tell ne.

BUFFY
W all have to be careful
This...denon chick is ...
exciting and new. | don’t know
what |’ m up agai nst.

Rl LEY
If we’'re in trouble here | could
contact Graham naybe get the
gover nment boys on it-

BUFFY
No! No, I-1-1 don’t want them
anywhere near this.
Rl LEY
(annoyed)
Just a suggestion.
BUFFY
Look, the fewer people that are
i nvol ved, the safer | wll feel
Rl LEY

Every time | think 1’mgetting
close to you ..

(shakes head)
| gotta take off.

(Gets up)

BUFFY
(gets up to follow
Wait! What ?

Rl LEY
(wal ki ng toward front door)
["11 call you later.

BUFFY
Ri | ey!
(He stops wal ki ng)
| *want* you to help. |’ m not-
Rl LEY
Yeah. Know you got a | ot on your
m nd.

( MORE)



26.

RI LEY ( CONT’ D)
You deci de you wanna let ne in on
any of it,
(opens door)
let me know. I’Il cone running.

He exits. Buffy |ooks troubl ed.
Cut to exterior Sunnydal e dorm day.

Cut to inside. Tara enters her room stops when she sees her
dad standing there. He has his arns fol ded, staring at her
roonful of witchy stuff.

MR MACLAY

The door wasn’t |ocked. I was a
little early.

(1 ooks around)
| suppose you ... wanted nme to
see all these ..

(picks up a large

crystal and exam nes it)
t oys.

(puts crystal down)
You don’t even try to hide it any
nore. |1’ d hoped maybe you’'d
gotten over the whole wtchcraft
thing. That if we let you go,
you'd ... get it out of your
system

(puts hands in pockets)
Then they told ne to | ook for you
in ..

(di sgust ed)
that store.

TARA
| didn’t - I, | didn’t kn-know
that you were com ng.

MR MACLAY
O course we canme. W haven’t
heard fromyou in nonths. Your
birthday’s getting cl oser and
cl oser. You know what that neans.

TARA
(upset)
| don't think it’'s ..
(st ammer s)
it, it won't nean that-



MR MACLAY
You're turning twenty.
(wal ks toward her)
It’s the sane age your nother was

when she... Do your friends even
know?
TARA
(softly)
Y-yes.
MR MACLAY

Are you lying to ne?

(Tara | ooks down)
Tara, you' re com ng home with us.
You know it’s the only way.

TARA
Home?

MR MACLAY
You can’t control what’s going to
happen. You have evil inside of
you and it will conme out. And

letting yourself work all this
magic is only going to nmake it
wor se. Where do you think that
power comes fronf

TARA
It ... it doesn't feel evil ... s

MR MACLAY

Evil never does.

(Tara | ooks down, upset)
| don’t feel nuch like eating
ri ght now.

(Starts to wal k past her)
[’11 give you sone tinme, but we
need to be gone by norning.

(Wal ks to the door. W

see hi munfocused in

t he background; in

foreground Tara

| ooki ng sad)
Your famly | oves you, Tara, no
matter what. How do you think
your friends are going to feel
when they see your true face?

Cut to the Lei-Ach denon asleep or unconsci ous
hits its face and it begins to wake. The caner
slowy and we see that the denon is standing,
cl ot hes-rack, surrounded by fur coats.

ir.

. Sonet hi ng
a pull s back
chained to a
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Its nose twitches. A shoe flies into the shot and hits the
denmon in the face, and it grow s.

GLORY
(09
Finally. | thought you were gonna
nap the whol e day away.
(Denobn growl s and struggl es)
St op whi ni ng.

W see that they're in a large walk-in closet with clothes
racks on all four walls. dory stands in the mddle of the
room now wearing a shiny green (leather?) dress. She has

her previous red dress on a hanger, which she now hangs up.

GLORY

You know, | renmenber when the
Lei - Ach were a proud warrior
race, not sneaki ng around
hospital s | ooking for weak sickly
types to suck the bone narrow
from

(Denobn growl s and struggl es)
But ... let’s talk about ny
problens for thirty seconds, if
that’s perfectly all right with you

28.

She wal ks toward the denpbn and we see a vanity tabl e agai nst

one wall. dory kneels on the chair, |eans her hands on the
table and talks to her reflection in the mrror.
GLORY
Blonde ... short ... strong for a

human . ..
(turns back around,
sits on chair, speaks
angrily to denon)
and massively rude! Broke ny
shoe, took ny nonk, do you have
any idea who |’ mtalking about?

The denon grow s and grunts.

GLORY
A sl ayer?? Ch god, please don't
tell me | was fighting a vanpire
sl ayer!
(Puts one hand to her forehead)
How unbel i evably common! |If | had
friends, and they heard about
this ..
( MORE)
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GLORY (CONT' D)

(Shot of the denon

| ooking like it’s

going to fall asleep again)
and you know she’s goi ng around
telling everybody, | nean she
probably just-

(l eaps up and grabs

t he denon by the throat)
Pay attention! | amgreat and |
am beautiful, and when | wal k
into a roomall eyes turn to ne,
because nmy nane is a holy nane,
and you will listen!

(Renoves her hand from

denon’ s throat,

strokes his hair with

bot h hands)

Get your friends ... find the
girl ... kill the girl ... okay,
baby?

(Denpbn nods. She

smles and | ooks

closer at it)
You have the cutest little
suppurating sores! Has anyone
ever told you that?

Cut to: sone sort of irregularly shaped crystal ball. Canera
pulls out and we see Tara sitting in her room staring sadly
at the crystal. Behind her the door opens and WI | ow enters.
Tara doesn’t turn.

Tara st ands,

W LLOW
Hey.
TARA
(turning)
Hey.
W LLOW

Was di nner fun?
noddi ng.

W LLOW
Vel |, there’ s Scoobyage afoot.
Gles called a neeting about our
spanki n’ new nenace.

TARA
Ch ... y-you should go, they
don’t need ne for that. You can
fill me in.



W LLOW
(wal ks toward her)

No, no, you have to cone. This
denon chick is supposed to be
real ly powerful, and | was
t hi nki ng. Maybe we could try
that, that spell, you know, the
one to find denons?

TARA
That didn’t work.

W LLOW
Yeah ... but we only tried it
once, and I-I think I got sone
i ngredi ents wong.

TARA
Vell, I-I"mtired. Maybe we can

do it tonorrow?

W LLOW
You sure you don’t wanna-

TARA
Look, nmy famly’'s here, okay, |
can’t just-
(pauses)
Not everything is about your
friends and stuff.

W LLOW
(makes a face)
Sorry.
(Backs away from Tar a,
starts wal king to the door)

TARA
No! No, | nean..
(WI1low turns back)
There’s just so much ... going on.
It’s just I’'m I'mreally tired.
W LLOW
(nods)
Ckay.
TARA

[’ll see you in the norning. You
can fill me in.
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W LLOW
Geat. W'll be denon hunters.
(Leaves)

Tara turns, hunts through sone books, picks one up and |eafs
through it, frowning. She finds what she’ s | ooking for and
| ooks up with a cal cul ati ng expression.

Cut to nmagic shop. Buffy, Anya and Xander sitting around the
table. W see Dawn in the background | ooki ng at a bookshel f.
Wl ow enters.

W LLOW
Hey. Am 1 late? Did | mss any
exposition?

G LES

(enters the shot from

the right)
No, no, no, no, nothing earth-
shattering to rel ate.

(l eans his hands on

t he back of a chair as

WIlow sits)
| just have a few thoughts, and,
uh, wanted to nake sure that we
were all on the sane page.

DAV
Can | buy one of these?
BUFFY
(09)
No.
DAV

Wth my own noney?

BUFFY
(C8) |
| let you come, now sit down and
| ook st udi ous.

Dawn | ooks annoyed, wal ks toward the table and out of the
shot. The canera pans past the bookshel ves and around a corner.

G LES
(0s)
Well, first of all, I want to
talk to you about ... safety. Um

this creature could be-

W see Tara hiding around the corner, listening.
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BUFFY
(Cs, fading)
W Il be.
G LES
(Cs, fading)

WIIl be comng after Buffy, and
possibly all of us.

TARA
(whi speri ng)
Blind Cadria, desol ate queen,
work nmy will upon themall. Your
curse upon them ny obei sance to
you.

She hol ds up her hand and blows on it. Red dust flows out of
her hand. Cut back to the other room where Gles is sitting
down with the others around the table. W see the tendril of
red floating into the roomfrom Tara s hiding place, toward
t he table.

G LES
Now, | may have a lead on this
nonk that Buffy spoke of. There,
there are a few orders that |-
|’ve read up on-

The red dust turns yellow and floats into the mddle of the
tabl e, then sends out shoots, one for each WIl|ow, Buffy,
Steven, Dawn, G les, Anya and Xander. It hits themin the
eyes and they all sinultaneously flinch back. A pause, then
G |l es continues, |ooking confused.

G LES
l-1"msorry, where was 17
BUFFY
The nonk.
G LES
Yes, um 1’d like us all to start
| ooki ng at these orders, I-it’s

possi bl e whi chever one this nonk
bel onged to was wi ped out
entirely...

Hi s voice fades out. W see Tara retreating backward,
wat chi ng them Bl ackout.

Fade in on interior of WIly’ s Bar. Pan across vari ous
peopl e and denons drinking at tables. Pan over to the bar.
The bartender (not WIIly) paces behind it.
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BARTENDER
You shouldn’t be comng in here.
(Turns and takes a
glass froma shelf)
You got a rep with these nonsters.
(Puts glass on the
bar, shakes head)
But you cone in here..
(turns and gets a bottle)
ni ght after night.
(Pours into the gl ass,
| ooks up at the custoner)
Are you |l ookin” to get killed?

Shot of Riley sitting on a bar stool, watching the bartender
pour .

Rl LEY
| come for the anbi ance.
(pi cks up gl ass, |ooks around)
What can | say? This place just
reeks of cl ass.
(Drinks the shot)

BARTENDER
Yeah, well, if WIly was here-
Rl LEY

Vell, WIly s not here.
(puts gl ass down)
Ht ne.

Bart ender scowl s and pours.

FEMALE VO CE
Dri nki ng al one?

A woman with long dark hair and a | ow cut bl ouse (Sandy)
wal ks up next to Riley.

SANDY
It’s not a good sign.
(Sits on the stool
next to him

Rl LEY
So they tell ne.
(1 ooks at her)
| buy you a drink, neither one of
us has that problemany nore, now
do we?
( MORE)
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RI LEY ( CONT’ D)
(Si ps his drink)

SANDY
Vodka toni c.
Rl LEY
(to bartender)
Vodka toni c.

Bartender puts a napkin in front of Sandy and wal ks of f.

SANDY
(to Riley)
| m Sandy.
Rl LEY
Ril ey.

We hear the bartender pouring Sandy’ s drink.

SANDY
This place is such a dive.

Rl LEY
No no, it’s great. You just have
to close your eyes,
(Sandy chuckl es)
pl ug up your nostrils, it’s fine.

SANDY
W ... could go sonmewhere el se.
Somepl ace nore ... private.

Rl LEY

(sighs, stares off
into the distance)
Ohhhh, Sandy, Sandy. It’s no good.
My heart bel ongs to anot her.
Besi des,
(1 ooks at her again)
| don’t go out with vanpires.

Sandy narrows her eyes in annoyance and uses her strawto
stab at the ice in her drink.

Rl LEY
(to bartender)
Never interested in ny intellect.

Cut to interior of Spike s crypt. Spike sits in his arnthair
hol di ng his mannequi n head with the | ong bl onde w g,
caressing its cheek.
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The door opens and he quickly hides the head under his chair
as Harnony enters, carrying several shopping bags.

HARMONY

H baby!
SPI KE

(bor ed)

Hel | o, sweet breads. Have fun?
HARMONY

Unhh, it was so exciting. You

woul dn’t believe it. | went to

April Fool’s, and absol utely
everyt hing was on sal e.

SPI KE
You *paid* for it?

HARMONY
(unpacki ng bags)
Oh, no. | just killed the clerk.
Still, a bargain’s a bargain.
(Spi ke frowns and
shakes hi s head)

Oh, | ran into Carol Beets. You
know. She sired Brandon, Brandon
fromthe sewer gang ... and she
said, the Lei-Ach denon...
(happily)
was recruiting his brethren to
kill the slayer!
SPI KE
(suddenly payi ng attention)
How s that?
HARMONY

Apparently, he got recruited by
sone big nether-wi g and now he’s
on a m ssion.

(Spi ke | ooks thoughtful)
You think they m ght actually do
it? Kill her?

SPI KE
(ponderi ng)
God, that would be...pleasant.

HARMONY
well, if they do, | think we
shoul d do sonet hi ng.

( MORE)
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HARMONY ( CONT’ D)
(Spi ke junps up)
Like a gift basket or sonething.
(Spi ke grabs his jacket)
Where are you goi ng?

SPI KE
To get a decent seat.
(puts on jacket)
If the slayer’s gonna die...l’' m
gonna wat ch
(Exits)

Cut to Tara wal ki ng across canpus. It’s dark. She | ooks over
her shoul der several tines. Then she sees Cousin Beth
approachi ng. Beth | ooks surprised and pl eased.

BETH
Tar a.
TARA
Bet h, what are you-
BETH
-1 was | ooking for you.
TARA
I’msorry we didn't get to have
di nner.
BETH
| just ... wanted to see if

everyt hi ng was okay.

(Tara smi | es)
See if you needed any help with
anyt hi ng. Packi ng.

TARA
(stops smling)
Beth, I'"mnot, |’ m n-not

(stutters)
com ng back with you.

BETH
You’' re not?

TARA
-1 don’t think so.

BETH
You ... selfish bitch



TARA
What ?!

BETH

You don’t care the slightest
bitty bit about your famly, do
you? Your dad s been worried sick
about you every day since you' ve
been gone. There's a, a house
t hat needs taking care of ...
Donny and your dad having to do
for thensel ves while you re down
here |iving god knows what ki nd
of lifestyle.

(Tara | ooks upset)

| can’t wait till your little
friends find out the truth about
you. And they will, you know. No

matter how i nnocent you act,
they' Il see.

TARA
(firmy)
No they won’'t.

BETH
They will. Unless you ... do sone
kind of spell on them....
(sees Tara' s face)

You di d!
TARA
N- no!
BETH
You did sonething to them 1’ m

telling your father.

She starts to turn away. Tara grabs her arm

TARA
No! No, it wasn’t anything!

BETH
You think you can just go around
cursing peopl e? Your dad s gonna

Pop.

TARA
It was just so they wouldn’t see.
So-so0-so they woul dn’t see the
denon part of ne.

( MORE)
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TARA ( CONT’ D)
(teary)
Pl ease don’t tell Dad. It’'s
har nl ess.

Cut to Buffy in her workout room doing sone stretches on
the fl oor.

Cut to Wllow in the magi c shop, taking a book off a shelf.
There’s a knock on the door.

W LLOW
Tara?

Wl ow goes to the door and opens it. W see three Lei-Ach
denons standing there, snarling. WIlow doesn't see them
She | ooks around the doorway in confusion, then closes the
door and turns away.

W LLOW
(to herself)
| thought | heard sonething.
(Shrugs and wal ks of f)

Shot of the | ead Lei-Ach denon grinning. Blackout.

Fade in on UCS canpus, still night. Tara sits on a bench
whi | e Cousin Beth scol ds her.

BETH

Don’t you see how out of control
you are? You've been lying to
t hese people for a year, and now
you’' ve put a spell on them is
that right?

(shakes head)
Is that a human thing to do? Now
I’mtelling your father. If he
doesn’t force you to cone hone,

and | think he should, I know
he’s going to tell your friends
the truth. If I were you, I'd

tell themfirst. And then I'd
tell them good-bye.

Cut to nmagic shop. Dawn is playing with a glass snow bal |
shaking it to nake the snowfl akes nove. A Lei-Ach denobn
comes up right behind her, but she doesn’t notice. Another
denmon wal ks across the foreground, toward the table, where
Anya i s stacking up sonme books. Steven is |ooking through a
book, while standing by the bookcase.
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ANYA
Do | get paid overtine for this?
(Gets up and wal ks
ri ght past the denon,
not noticing it)

G LES
(Cs)
Certainly not.
(cones into the shot,
wal ki ng past the denon
as a second denon
joins it)
Dawn, woul d you cl ose the door?

W see WIIlow and Xander sitting at the table, studying
books as the two denons wal k past them staring at them

DAV
- (05) |
| didn't open it.

STEVEN
| got the door, G les.

He starts to go to the door.

The | ead denon turns, sniffing, and extends its tongue as it
noves off toward the back

Cut to Buffy in the workout room punching a punching bag.
She pauses to do sone armstretches. W see the denons wal k
in behind her. Slow eerie nusic. Buffy frowns and | ooks
toward the door.

Shot of the roomfromBuffy’'s POV: it’s enpty, no denons.

Buffy turns back to the punching bag, doing sone shoul der
rolls, making a face as if she’s sore. W see the | ead denpn
com ng up behi nd her.

Suddenly Buffy whirls around and bl ocks as the denon tries
to grab her. The nusic changes to fast fight-mnusic. Buffy
falls to the floor with the denon on top of her. W see a
second denon standi ng beside them

BUFFY
G | es!

Shot of Buffy with her hands in front of her, pushing at the
denon, but we don’'t see the denon.

Shot of Gles getting up fromhis desk as Buffy yells.
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BUFFY
(S
Somet hing’s in here!

Shot of Xander getting up as well. Xander rushes toward the
back. The third denon stops hi m before he reaches the
doorway, grabs him by the upper arns as he struggl es.

Shot of WIIlow getting up, staring in confusion.
Shot of Xander struggling agai nst what | ooks |ike enpty air.
Dawn runs up behind G les.

Xander flies backward as the denmon throws him He | ands on
his back on the floor, grabbing at his neck, trying to grab
the denon’s hands as it chokes him Anya turns fromthe
bookshel f and cones forward.

Wl ow grabs a chair. Anya grabs sonething else fromthe
counter (a crystal ball?).

Wl ow uses the chair to whack at the area on top of Xander
(we still don’t see the denpn). Xander sighs as the denopn
l ets go of his neck.

ANYA
Where' d it go??

W1l ow | ooks around, suddenly goes flying backward.
G | es pushes Dawn toward his desk.

G LES
Under there, go.

DAV
W I | ow?
(crawl s under the desk)

Cut back to Buffy still westling with the first denon. The
wor kout room door opens and Spi ke enters, grinning. Buffy
breaks out of the denobn’s grasp and shoves it backward, off
of her. As she stands up, the second denon grabs her around
the wai st from behind. Spi ke stops grinning as the first
denmon gets up. Spike rolls his eyes in exasperation and
hurries forward. He tackles the first denon and pulls it

asi de, landing on the floor on his back with the denon on
top of him

Buf fy punches the second denon over her shoul der, then flips
it, grabs it and shoves it against the wall. It slunps down
and is still.



41.

Shot of the workout roomfromBuffy's POV: it’s enpty. She
rushes toward the door. Shot of Spike still on the floor
with the denon in a strangl ehol d.

SPI KE
You' re wel cone!

The denon punches himin the face.
Buffy enters the nmain shop area and runs forward.

ANYA
Where’'d it go?!
(sw ngi ng her weapon
around randoni y)

Shot of G les suddenly reeling backward as the unseen denobn
punches hi m

Shot of Buffy | ooking around.

Anya retreats behind the counter and |ifts her weapon
cauti ously.

XANDER
It’s over therel

G LES
How many are there?

ANYA
|’ ve al ready been injured once
this nont h!

BUFFY
Shut up!
(Musi c stops. Silence
as Buffy | ooks around.)

The front door opens and Tara enters. She wal ks forward a
few steps, |ooking anxious.

TARA
Buf fy, behi nd you!

W see a denon standing i medi ately behind Buffy. She turns
just as it grabs her and throws her onto the table. She
rolls off the other side of the table onto the floor.

Cut back to the workout room The denbn punches Spike in the
face several tines; he flies backward and hits the wall.
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He notices a rack full of weapons hanging on the wall and
grabs one. It looks a bit like a scythe, only with a short
handl e. The denon rushes at Spi ke but he kicks it and it

falls to the floor. Spike lifts the weapon and chops downward.

Cut back to the shop as Buffy stands up.

BUFFY
Tara, where is it?
(1 ooki ng around)
Can you see it?

TARA
Ch, god.

Tara conmes forward as the denon punches Buffy in the face.
Punchi ng noi ses continue as Tara rushes into the m ddl e of
the room and stops, |ooking down to concentrate.

TARA
(panti ng)
Blind Cadria, lift your veil.
Gve evil form..
(The denon turns away
fromBuffy to glare at Tara)
...and break ny spell.

W see a light flash in Buffy’s eyes and suddenly she can
see the denon, which is rushing at Tara. It hits her in the
face; she goes down. Steven rushes over to Tara, kneeling
down, concerned. The denon turns back to Buffy. She punches
it, then it grabs her armand throws her to the floor. She
roll's over several tines.

Tara’ s dad enters, followed by Donny and Beth.
The denon stands over Tara, who is still lying on the floor.

MR MACLAY
Tar a!

The denon | ooks up, rushes toward M. Maclay. He falls
backward onto the floor. Buffy, still on the floor, trips
the denon and it falls on its stomach across the three steps
up to the higher store |evel.

Buffy flips up to her feet and puts one foot on the back of
the denon’s neck, gives it a shove. W hear the crack as the
denon’ s neck breaks.

Shot of M. Maclay sprawl ed on the floor staring.

Shot of Dawn peeking out fromunder the desk. G les gives
her hi s hand and hel ps her up.



43.

MR MACLAY
What in god’ s name is that?

Spi ke enters fromthe back.

SPI KE
Lei -ach denon
(Everyone | ooks at him
Fun Iittle buggers. Big with the
mar r ow- sucki ng.

M. Maclay gets up. Shot of Tara sitting on the floor,
| ooking guilty.

MR. MACLAY
| don’t understand.

BUFFY
(arns fol ded, | ooking
down at Tara)
|’mnot sure |I do either.

TARA

|’msorry. |’'ms-s-so sorry.
(sniffling)

| was, | was trying to hide.

W1l ow conmes forward and kneels by Tara.

TARA
| didn’t want you to see ... what
| am

W LLOW
Tara, what?

BUFFY

What do you nean, what you are?
Tara tries to speak but can’t.

MR MACLAY
(C8) . |
Denon. The wonen in our famly...
(Everyone | ooks up at him
have denon in them Her nother
had it. That’s where the magic
comes from

Tara | ooks down, then |ooks up at WIllow, who stares at her.
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W cane to take her hone before...
(sighs)
wel |, before things like ...
(points at the dead denon)
this started happeni ng.

G LES
You cast a spell on us, to keep
us from seeing your ... denon
si de.

(to Buffy)

That’s why we couldn’t see our
attackers.

STEVEN

That woul d nake sense.

Buf fy | ooks behind her at Dawn.

BUFFY
Nearly got us killed.
TARA
["11 go.
(scranbles to her feet.
To Buffy)

|’ mvery sorry.

MR MACLAY
The canper’s outsi de.

W LLOW
Wait! Go?
(grabs Tara’' s el bow)
I, she just did a spell that went
wong. It-it was just a m stake.

MR MACLAY
That’ s not the point and it’s not
your concern.

STEVEN
| think it is.

MR MACLAY
She bel ongs with us. W know how
to control her ... problem

WI!llow |l ooks at Tara in distress.



W LLOW
Tara...l ook at ne.
(Tara does.)
trusted you nore than anyone
I

I
[ ife. Was all that just a lie?

;|
n nmy
TARA
(teary)

W LLOW
Vel |, do you wanna | eave?

MR MACLAY
It’s not your decision, young | ady.

W LLOW
(sharply to him
| know t hat!

STEVEN
gri
(to M. Ml ay)
don’t piss her off.
W LLOW

(nore softly, to Tara)
Do you wanna | eave?

Tara shakes her head, crying.

MR MACLAY

You're going to do what’s right,
Tara. Now, |’'mtaking you out of
here before sonebody *does* get
Killed.

(Tara w pes her face

on her sl eeve)
The girl belongs with her famly.
| hope that’s clear to the rest
of you.

STEVEN
You' re damn ri ght.

W1l ow | ooks anxiously at Tara.
BUFFY
. (08
It iIs.

Shot of Buffy narrow ng her eyes at Tara.



BUFFY
You want her, M. Maclay? You can
go ahead and take her.

Shot of Tara | ooking sad, as if that’s what she expect ed.
Shot of M. Maclay nodding in satisfaction.

Shot of Buffy whirling around to face M. Maclay, putting
her hands on her hi ps.

BUFFY
You just gotta go through ne.

Tara | ooks up in amazenent as hope begins to grow.

MR MACLAY
(09)
What ?

BUFFY
(05
You heard ne.

Shot of Buffy staring himdown, |ooking very tough.

BUFFY
You wanna take Tara out of here
agai nst her will? You gotta cone
t hrough ne.

DAVWN
And ne!

Tara sm | es.

Dawn wal ks up to stand beside Buffy. They both give M.
Macl ay the sane steely glare.

MR MACLAY
Is this a joke?
(steps down one of the stairs)
|’ m not gonna be threatened by
two little girls.

DAVWN
You don’t wanna ness w th us.

BUFFY
She’s a hair-puller.

G les wal ks up behind them
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G LES
And ...
(puts on his gl asses)
you’' re not just dealing wth, uh,
two little girls.

St even stands next to Dawn.

Tara sm |l es even nore.

Shot of Gles, Dawn, Buffy, Steven, WIIlow, Tara, Xander
and Anya al |
backgr ound.

Tara sm | es through tears.

back.

STEVEN
He's right.
XANDER
You're dealing with all of us.
SPI KE
" Cept ne.
XANDER
" Cept Spi ke.
SPI KE

| don’t care what happens.

MR MACLAY
This is insane. You peopl e have
no right to interfere wth Tara’s
affairs. W ... are her blood kin!
Who the hell are you?

47.

standi ng together in a group, with Spike in the

BUFFY
W' re famly.

M. Macl ay | ooks angry.

DONNY
Daaad. You -- you gonna let ’'em
just...
(stonps forward)
Tara, if you don’'t get in that
car, | swear by god I wll beat
you down.

She | ooks at WIllow, who smles



XANDER
And | swear by your full and
manly beard, you’ re gonna break
sonet hing trying.
(Donny | ooks cowed)

BETH
Vell. | hope you'll all be happy
hangi ng out with a di sgusting denon.

The sane shot of the whole Scooby gang spread out
Anya, farthest back, raises her hand.

ANYA

E- excuse ne. Wiat ki nd?
BETH

What ?
ANYA

What ki nd of denon is she?
There's a | ot of different kinds.
Sonme are very, very evil. And
some have been considered to be
useful nenbers of society.

(Sm | es proudly.

Xander turns to smle

back at her.)

BETH

vell, I-1 ... what does it matter?
MR MACLAY

Evil is evil.
ANYA

Vell, let’s just narrow it down.

(Xander nods)

SPI KE
Chhh.
(1 ooks around)
Way don’t | nmake this sinple.

Spi ke wal ks forward and taps Tara on the shoul der.
turns, he punches her in the face.

STEVEN
o II(annoyed)
yl!

in a row

When she

48.



Bot h Tara and Spi ke reel backwards in pain. Tara grabs her

nose, Spi ke his head.

SPI KE
Omn !
W LLOW
(angry)
Hey!
(suddenly reali zing)
Hey. ..

TARA
(bot h hands over her face)
He hit ny nose!

W LLOW
And it hurt! Unh, him | mean.

Tara | ooks at her in surprise.

BUFFY
(to M. Macl ay)
And that only works on humans.
(WIlow snles)

SPI KE

There’s no denon in there. That’s
just a famly legend, aml right?

(M. Maclay | ooks angry)
Just a bit of spin to keep the
| adies in |ine.

(sm rks)
Oh, you're a piece of work. |
|l i ke you.

TARA
(softly, to WIIow
| " mnot a denon.

W LLOW
(smling)
You're not a denon.

TARA
He hurt ny nose.

W LLOW
Aw.
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SPI KE
(still rubbing his forehead)
Yeah, you’'re wel cone.
(Stal ks of f)

Tara and WIlow smle hugely at each other.

Shot of Buffy and Dawn in identical poses side-by-side, with
their arns crossed, their heads cocked at the sane angl e,
and the sane steely glare on both their faces. Gl es stands
behi nd t hem

A LES
M. Maclay, | would say your
busi ness here is finished.

MR MACLAY
Tar a.
(Tara | ooks at him
For eighteen years your famly
has taken care of you and
supported you. |If you wanna turn

your back-
TARA
(wal ki ng forward)
Dad ... just go.

M. Maclay scow s, turns and heads for the door. Donny
follows. M. Maclay pauses at the door.

MR MACLAY
(di sgust ed)
Magi c.

Beth gives Tara a very dirty | ook.

BETH
Are you happy now?

A slow snile spreads across Tara’'s face as fast rock nusic
begi ns.

Cut to the Bronze. A nontage of scenes of the whole group
wearing party clothes, talking and | aughing in different
groups. Xander giving Tara a drink. Buffy talking with
sonmeone. W/ | ow | aughi ng at Xander’s joke. Dawn racing

t hrough the crowd and Buffy stopping her. Steven standing
near the pool table, drinking froma cup. WIIow bl ow ng
bubbl es whil e Tara opens her presents, admiring the crystal
ball fromGles. Dawn running up to Tara, holding a broom
with a bow tied around it. A bunch of them hangi ng out,
tal ki ng, playing pool.
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Cut to Buffy | eaning against a pole, watching the action
with a smle. Behind her the door opens and Riley enters,
with a gift box under his arm He goes up to Buffy.
Rl LEY
Sorry I'"mlate.
BUFFY
(smling)
You cane.
Rl LEY
O course | cane.
They ki ss.

Cut to Tara talking to Anya, who wears a party hat.

TARA
No, see, ’cause your insect
reflection represents your
i nsignificance...
(Anya nods)
in ternms of the karm c cycle.

Anya nods to show that she understands, then ponders it for
a noment .

ANYA
But it’s still not funny.

Cut to Xander, Buffy, Dawn and Gles talking together. Riley
comes over with three blue plastic cups, gives one to Buffy
and one to Gles. W see that Xander already has a cup

DAV
(with her back to the
ot hers, watching the crowd)
This place is so cool
(1 ooks at hand)
"Cept | have to wear this stupid
stanp on ny hand.

XANDER
That’s to keep you from boozi ng
it up.
DAV
Oh please. Only losers drink
al cohol .

A beat as the others take this in. The cups they' re al
hol ding are promnently visible. Dawn is cheerfully oblivious.
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Cut back to Tara and Anya.

ANYA
So what’s an eagle reflection?

TARA
Umm . .

W | ow approaches.

W LLOW
My dance?

She takes Tara’s hand and | eads her onto the floor as a sl ow
song starts. They begin to dance. WI Il ow has her hands on
Tara’s wai st; Tara’'s hands on Wl Il ow s shoul ders.

W LLOW
Good birthday?

TARA
Best birthday.

W LLOW
still can’'t believe you didn’t
Il me about your famly and al
at

TARA
| was just afraid if you saw the
ki nd of people |I came from you
woul dn’t wanna be anywhere near ne.

W LLOW
See ... that’s where you're a
dumy. | think about ... what you
grew up with, and ... then | | ook
at what you are ... it nakes ne
proud. It nmakes ne | ove you nore.

TARA
Every time |-
(takes a deep breath)
even when I'mat ny worst ... you
al ways make ne feel special.

WIIlow sml es.

TARA
How do you do that?

W LLOW
Magi c.
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They enbrace, putting their heads on each other’s shoul ders
and swaying to the nusic.

S| NGER
| can’'t take ny eyes off you....
can’t take ny eyes off you....

(this line of song repeats several nore tines as they
continue slowy noving to the nusic and the camera noves
around them W see themslowy rising upward.)

Long shot of WIIlow and Tara, surrounded by other couples
who are al so dancing. But Wllow and Tara are floating
several feet above the floor.

Bl ackout .

Executi ve Producer: Joss Wedon.



