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The Real Me

A Buffy the Vanpire Sl ayer episode transcribed by Joan the
Engl i sh Chick (pisces@nglishchick.con). Oiginal Ar Date:
Cct ober 3, 2000

Transcri ber’s Notes:

*] do not own the characters or situations of BTVS, and I
claimno credit for the content of this episode. | have
nerely transcri bed what appeared on ny screen, with help
fromthe closed captions. *Please feel free to link to this
transcript. Please do not redistribute it, or post it on a
website (other than the Psyche transcript site), wthout
first emailing ne.

*] apol ogi ze in advance for ny lane transcription of the
fight scenes. | don’t know the nanes of different punches
and ki cks. Use your imagination.

Epi sode begins with a bl ack screen.

G LES VO CEOVER
There is nothing but you.

Head- shot of Buffy with her eyes closed. Quiet, neditative
nmusi ¢ begi ns.

G LES VO CEOVER
You are the center. And within
you, there is the core of your
being ... of what you are.

Shot of Gles walking in a circle around Buffy.

A LES
Find it ... breathe into it.

W see Buffy wearing a tank-top and pants, |eaning over a
short pedestal with both her hands on it. Gles walks in
front of her.

A LES VA CEOVER
Focus i nward. Let the world fal
away ... fall away ... fall away....

The canera zoons in on Buffy’s face as Gles repeats "fal
away." She opens her eyes. Buffy | eans forward and goes into
a handst and, bal ancing on her hands on the pedestal. The
pedestal is about two feet high and four inches square. W
see exercise mats underneath it and a vault in the background.
Gles is still walking circles around Buffy, staring at her.



Shot of a large flat crystal with three smaller crystals
standing on end atop it.

Shot of G les watching Buffy.

Cl oseup of Buffy’s face, eyes closed again. She begins to
renove one hand fromthe pedestal.

Sl ow notion shot of Buffy bringing one armout parallel to
the floor, so she is balancing on the other hand. G les
still wal ki ng around her, watching. The nusic continues.
Buffy’'s face | ooks very peaceful .

Shot of the crystals. A hand appears and tries to bal ance a
fourth crystal on top of the three standing ones, but it’s
clunsy and all the crystals fall over with a clunk.

Buffy’s eyes pop open, she |oses her concentration and
crashes to the floor with a cry. Gles starts toward her in
alarm sees she’'s all right. He then looks in a different
direction, pulling off his glasses in an angry notion.

Shot of the ceiling fromBuffy s point of view Dawn’s face
energes into the shot.

DAWN
Can we go now?

Shot of Buffy | ooking annoyed.
Wl f how . Opening credits.

M chell e Trachtenberg (Dawn) is now listed with the regul ar
cast nenbers, after Enmm Caul field and before Janes Marsters.

Guest starring Mercedes McNab, Bob Morrisey, Anmber Benson as
Tara and Kristine Sutherland as Joyce Summers. Witten by
David Fury, directed by David G ossnan.

Act |

Fade in on a hanging nobile of fish. The camera pans across
a bedroom

DAVWN VO CEOVER

Nobody knows who I am Not the
real me. It’s like, nobody cares
enough to find out. | nean, does
anyone ever ask *nme* what | want
to dowith ny life? O what ny
opinion is on stuff? O what
restaurant to order in fronf



W see Dawn sitting on a bed, wearing pajams, witing in a
diary. There’s a huge pile of stuffed animals on the bed
with her.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
No. Underline. Exclanmation point.

We see her underlining the word and drawi ng the excl amati on
poi nt. She ponders for a nonent and then violently draws a
few nore, stabbing at the paper with her pen.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
Excl amati on point, exclanmation
poi nt .
(pause)
No one understands. No one has an
ol der sister who's a slayer.

Shot of Buffy opening the refrigerator and taking out a
carton of mlKk.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
Peopl e woul dn’t be so crazy about
her if they had to live in the
same house with her every single
day. Everybody cares what she
t hi nks. Just ’cause she can do
backflips and stuff.

Buffy sniffs the mlk and puts it on the counter. In the
background we see Joyce drinking coffee and Dawn opening a
cabinet to get out a box of cereal. Buffy picks up a banana
froma bow of fruit, turns away.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
Li ke that’s *such* a crucial job
skill in the real world.

As Buffy noves to the background of the shot to get a bow,
Joyce and Dawn nove to the foreground. Joyce pours mlk into
her coffee cup. Dawn opens the cereal box and sits down.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
Plus Mom | ets her get away with
everything. "Your sister’s saving
the world."

Joyce noves to the background again as Buffy returns with a
bow , which she places on the counter, noving the mlk
carton aside. She picks up the banana again and turns away,
peeling it. Dawn takes Buffy’s bowl and pours cereal into it.



DAVWN VO CEOVER
*]* could so save the world if
sonebody handed ne super powers...

Dawn turns away fromthe table as Buffy returns with a
knife, prepared to slice the banana into her bowl, but finds
the bowl mssing. She sees it sitting at Dawn’s spot full of
cereal, and makes an irritated face.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
...but I"d think of a cool nane
and wear a mask to protect ny
| oved ones, which Buffy doesn’t
even.

Dawn returns with a spoon, wearing an innocent expression.
Buffy turns away to get another bow, and Dawn picks up the
carton of mlk. She enpties it into her bow and sits down
to eat.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
If this town wasn’t so |ame
everyone woul d conpl etely know
what she does. And then | bet
t hey woul dn’t even be that
i npressed, because like, killing
things with wood? Ch, scary
vanpires, they die froma splinter

Buffy returns with another bowl, reaches across Dawn for the
cereal box, pours it into her bow, picks up the mlk carton
and finds it enpty. Dawn continues eating, pretending not to
noti ce.

JOYCE
So Buffy, what are your plans today?

Buf fy continues giving Dawn a dirty | ook for a nonment, then
| ooks away.

BUFFY
Oh, actually, Gles and | are
gonna go to the magi c shop for
supplies for ny new and i nproved
trai ni ng sessions.

JOYCE
Oh, that’s great.

BUFFY
(wal king to sink, then
to fridge)
Oh, yeah, |’mactually-



JOYCE
(interrupts)
You can take Dawn shopping for
back to school suppli es.

Dawn puts down her spoon and turns around, preparing to argue.

BUFFY

VWhat ?7?
DAV

Mom |-1 thought you were taking ne.
JOYCE

Vel |, honey, |’ve got the Gurion
showi ng tonight, and there’ s so
much to do to get the gallery
ready.

(Turns to |l eave kitchen.)

BUFFY
No, but, see, Mm --

Buf fy and Dawn run after Joyce as she walks to the living room

BUFFY
That doesn’t really work for ne.
We're just going to the magic
shop. No school supplies there.

DAVWN
Yeah, Mom |’ mnot going to
Hogwart s.
(She giggles at her
own joke till she

notices Buffy | ooking
annoyed and confused.)
Geez, crack a book sonetine.

JOYCE
Look, I'"msure Gles doesn’'t m nd
droppi ng you and your sister off
at the mall afterwards.

BUFFY
Actually, he does mind. This is
supposed to be quality
Wat cher/slayer tine. | told you
she conpletely ruined ny training
yest er day.

DAVWN
Di d not!



BUFFY
Oh, you know you did too.

JOYCE
Buffy. | realize the inportance
of your new slayer thing, but-

Knock on door.

JOYCE
-1 could really use your help.

She wal ks past the two girls, both sighing and rolling their
eyes in annoyance. They glare at each other as Joyce opens
the door and Riley cones in.

Rl LEY
Morni ng, M's. Sumrers. You | ook
great.

JOYCE
Oh, thank you, Riley.
(Exits)

Buf fy goes over to Riley.

BUFFY
Suck up.

Rl LEY
What? It'’s a nice outfit.

Dawn pretends not to be watching them

BUFFY
MM hrm
Rl LEY
Besides, "I'’mhere to violate

your firstborn"” never goes over
Wi th parents. Not sure why.

He and Buffy snooch.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
Riley, ny sister’s boyfriend, is
*so* into her. They' re al ways
kissing ... and groping. | bet
t hey have sex!

Ri | ey stops kissing Buffy and | ooks at Dawn.



RI LEY
Hey, ki d.

DAVWN
| mnot a kid.

She wal ks off as Buffy & Riley nove into the living room

BUFFY
Vell, this is a surprise of the
ni cest ki nd.

Rl LEY

Now it’s ny turn to be surprised.
| thought we had pl ans today.

They sit on the sofa.

BUFFY
Pl ans? W pl anned pl ans?

Rl LEY
Wl l, you said, uh, "come over
tonmorrow and we’ll hang," and
then | said, "OK " Not the
i nvasi on of Nornmandy, but still a

pl an.
Buf fy nods in resignation.

BUFFY
Ri ght .

Rl LEY
(studyi ng her expression)
W' re not hangin’ today, are we?

BUFFY
Gles is on his way to pick nme up.

Rl LEY
Oh, sl ayer training.

BUFFY
Sl ayer shopping, actually, but
equal ly as inportant.

Rl LEY
| have no doubt. Ckay, well,
we’ || hook up later.

(Starts to get up)



BUFFY
Are you nad at ne?

Rl LEY
Ch, no, not at all. I'"'mplotting
your death, but in a happy way.

(Sm | es)

BUFFY
Good.

Rl LEY
Look, Buffy, | know what this
nmeans to you. | think it’s great

that you’ ve got this new m ssion.
Il see you tonight.

(Snooch. Riley gets up.)

Rl LEY
Bye.
(cal l'i ng)
See ya, Kkid!
DAVWN

(05
" mnot a kid!

Cut to a shot of a bright red convertible driving down the
street. Gles is at the wheel, Buffy beside himand Dawn in
t he back. C assical nusic plays on the radio.

G LES

Vell, | synpathize with you
Buffy, | truly do. But |I'm
certain that Ri|ey understands
better than anyone el se the
i mportance of training. You can’'t
al | ow personal concerns to
di stract you from

(Dawn reaches between

themto change the

radi o station)
Dawn, will you stop fiddling with
the radio and sit down?

Dawn sits back, |ooking exasperated. The radi o pl ays
cl assi cal nusi c.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
| don’t think Buffy’s Watcher
| i kes me too nuch.



Shot of Dawn back in her room witing in her diary.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
| think it’s 'cause he’s just so
.. old. I"'mnot sure how old he
is, but I heard himuse the word
"newf angl ed” one tine. So he's
gotta be pretty far gone.

Cut back to Dawn fidgeting in the backseat of the car.

BUFFY
(studying a piece of paper)
There’s a | ot of books on this
list. Any of them cone on tape?
You know, read by George C ooney
or soneone cute |like that?

G LES
You're entering a new real mhere,
Buffy. One for which | nyself am
not entirely prepared. Are you
ready for this commtnent?

BUFFY
[’ mjust kidding! Hey, this
Betty's ready. Color me conmtted.

The car engine races as Gles tries to shift.

A LES
Bl ast !

BUFFY
You put it in neutral again, huh?

G LES
[’mjust not used to this
automatic transm ssion. |-1
| oathe this sitting here, not
contri buting.

Shot of Dawn | ooki ng surpri sed.

G LES
No, i-it’s not working out.
BUFFY
G les, are you breaking up with
your car?
G LES
Wll, it did seduce ne, all red

and sporty!



BUFFY
Little two-door tranp.

Gl es gives her a sour | ook.

A LES
[-1-1 don’t know, | just - | was
so at | oose ends, |-l found

nysel f searching for...sonme way
of feeling nore...

BUFFY
Shal | ow?

G LES
Perhaps, as | amto act as your
Wat cher again, a nodi cum of
respect mght be in order.

BUFFY
Do | have to?

G LES
|’ mserious, Buffy, there s going
to be far less tine for the sort
of flighty, frivol ous-

DAVN
(poi nti ng)
Hey, there’s WIIlow, Steven and
Tar a!
G LES

Qoh, they haven’'t seen ny new car

He pulls over. Buffy rolls her eyes at him W see WII ow,
St even, and Tara com ng out of the coffee shop.

W LLOW
Hey Gl es, sharp wheel s!
STEVEN
(i nmpressed)
Yeah, totally!
TARA
The rest of the car’s nice too.
STEVEN
(chuckl es)
Just to clarify...l was actually

tal ki ng about the whol e car.

Everyone gets out of the car.

10.
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A LES
Handl es |i ke a dream

BUFFY
Where are you guys headi ng?

W LLOW
Magi ¢ shop. | have some charns on
back order

DAV
(smling)
WIllow, hi.

W LLOW
Hey Dawny!
(They hug)
How s nmy favorite chess partner?
Still leading with your knight?

Dawn shrugs in enbarrassnent.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
WIllow s the awesonest person.

Cut back to Dawn in pajamas, now lying on her bed witing in
the diary with a smle

DAVN VA CEOVER
She’s the only one | know who
| i kes school as nuch as ne.

Cut back to the street. Dawn smiles at WIllow, then the
canera pans over to Tara.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
Even her friends are cool!

Tara smles and gives a little wave.

TARA
Hey Dawn.
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DAVWN VO CEOVER

Li ke Tara.

(Cut back to Dawn in

t he bedroom
She and W1l ow are both w tches.
They do spells and stuff, which
is so much cool er than slaying. |
told Momone tine | w shed they'd
teach ne sonme of the things they
do together. A-and then she got
real ly quiet and nade ne go
upstairs.

(She pauses in her

writing and | ooks puzzled.)
Huh. | guess her generation isn’t
cool with witchcraft.

Cut back to the street.

STEVEN
(smles)
Hey, Dawni e.
He hugs her.
STEVEN
How are ya?
DAVN
(smles)

Good.

DAWN VO CEOVER

Steven’'s cool too. He's the only
mal e Slayer. He s really nice,
too. Smart...funny...just
amazi ng.

(cones out of it)
Sorry.

(conti nues)
He's always treated ne with
respect and he’s such a great guy.

Cut back to the street. Dawn and Tara are wal ki ng si de- by-
side, with Gles ahead of them and Buffy, Steven and WI | ow
in the | ead.

BUFFY
So Gles and I worked out a whole
schedul e around school . A bl ock
of time every day just to focus
on ny new sl ayer training.



W LLOW
That’s a work ethic! Buffy,
you’' re devel oping a work ethic.

BUFFY
Oh, no. Do they nake an oi nt nment
for that?

STEVEN

| don’t think so.

W LLOW
Peopl e gotta respect a solid work
ethic. Look at you, notivated
Buf fy. Eager to soak up | earning.
Oh, you and | are gonna have so
much fun this senester

BUFFY
(stops wal ki ng, and so
do the rest of themn
Yeah, that rem nds ne. Wth the
whol e new training schedule, I
ki nda had to drop a cl ass.

W LLOW
That’ s under st andabl e. Your
sl ayer studies are way nore
| mportant.

BUFFY
So | wn't be taking drama with you.

In the background we see Tara and Dawn peering in the
wi ndows of the nmagic shop.

W LLOW
What ? You have to, you prom sed!

STEVEN
What happened to "Your Sl ayer
studies are way nore inportant”?

BUFFY
Vell, | know, but Gles said that
it just was-
(gesturing to Gles
who’ s behi nd her,
| ooking in the
opposite direction)

13.
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W LLOW
The hell with Gles.
(Gles turns in surprise)

G LES
| can hear you, WII ow.

W LLOW
Drama is just Tuesday and
Thur sday afternoons. You can bl ow
of f training Tuesday and Thur sday
af ternoons, can’t you?

BUFFY
What happened to "people gotta
respect a work ethic"?

W LLOW
O her people, not ne! There’'s a
whol e best friend | oophole.

TARA
(calling to them
Shop’ s kinda dark. Maybe it’s
cl osed.

A LES
That’' s odd.

Everyone | ooks benused and wal ks toward the magi ¢ shop.

Cut to interior of the magic shop as G les opens the door
and walks in. It’s dark and the furniture is overturned.
Gles and Buffy walk in slowy, followed by the others, al
| ooki ng around.

BUFFY
Vell, | think "odd" just got
upped to "bad."
G LES
(cal l'i ng)

Hel | 0? Anyone here?

TARA
M. Bogarty?

Everyone | ooks at Tara.

TARA
The owner. |-1 cone in here a |ot.

W I | ow advances farther into the store.
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W LLOW
Vel |, maybe this happened ..
really late at ni ght when nobody
was. . .

She trips over sonmething and falls to the floor.

BUFFY
WII?

STEVEN
(worri ed)
WIllow, are you okay??

Tara cones forward

W LLOW
I’mfine, I - | just tripped over..

She sits up and sees the body. He’'s |lying face-up and we can
see vanpire bite marks on his neck.

W LLOW
M. Bogarty.

DAV
(behind Buffy and G| es)
Wha-what is it, is he okay?

STEVEN
(sighs)
(quietly)
Doesn’t look like it.

She tries to nove forward but Buffy pushes her back.
BUFFY
It’s nothing you need to see,
Dawn, go wait outside.

Buf fy hustles her toward the door with a hand on Dawn’ s el bow.

DAV

| don’t wanna wait outsi de!
BUFFY

Dawn!
DAV

Ow, that hurt!

(Buf fy pushes her out

t he door onto the street)
You're hurting nme. I'mtelling.
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BUFFY
Look, | don’t have tine for this.
Just do as | say and wait.

She starts off, then turns back.

BUFFY
Her e.

Buf fy goes back inside. Dawn sighs in annoyance, wal ks
around a little, then goes back and peers between the blinds.
I nside the shop she can see Buffy, Tara and WI | ow st andi ng
around as G | es kneels beside the body.

AUy
What cha doin’ ?

Dawn turns with a gasp. A scruffy older man is standing
t here, unshaven, his tie |oose.

c¥)
What are you doi ng here? You
can’t loiter. There’s no loitering.

He advances on Dawn as she backs up, scared.

c¥)
That’s why |'"ma cat. Quiet. See,
cat’s in the cupboard
(maki ng cat-scratching
gestures with his hands)
but they find you there anyway,
and it hurts.

Dawn has backed up agai nst a van. She | ooks around, scared.

€V
(sobbi ng)
Pl ease, make it stop
(in a different tone)
Shut up, shut up, they’'ll hear you!

DAV
(tries to call out)
Buf f -
(Shrieks as the guy
puts his finger on her lips)
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€V
| know you. Curds and whey.
(Dawn | ooks shocked)
| know what you are.
(slowy and om nously)
You ... don’t ... belong ... here.

Dawn shakes her head, | ooks on the verge of tears. Bl ackout.
Act |1

Cut in on the outer door to the magic shop. It opens and
Tara comes out. She | ooks around.

TARA
Dawn?

She wal ks out a little farther, |ooking around.

TARA
Dawn?

She | ooks down and sees Dawn sitting on the ground, |eaning
agai nst a buil di ng.

TARA
Dawn. You okay?
DAV
Is ... Is that guy dead in there?
Tara nods.
TARA

Yeah.
She sits down next to Dawn.

TARA
They’re gonna be a little while
| onger, doing the detective thing.
Best non-scoobies |ike you and ne
stay out of the way.

Dawn nods. They sit silently for a few nonents.

TARA
Do you wanna t hunb-w estl| e?

Dawn nods agai n.

DAV
Ckay.
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They | ock their hands together and begin to thunb-westle.

Cut to a shot of the dead guy lying face-up. G les hands
reach over and cl ose his eyes.

BUFFY
Judging by the bite-fest, |’'d say
it was nore than one vanpire.

A LES
(standi ng up)
| make it four at | east.

STEVEN
(di sgust ed)
Sonme sorta...vanpire orgy.

BUFFY
Looks |i ke soneone’ s put together
a new fang cl ub.
(Wal ks to the counter.
WIllowis behind it,
hol di ng a book.)

W LLOW

Wl |, 1’ve cross-checked the
inventory list, and things are
definitely m ssing.

(puts inventory book

on the counter)
Mostly books. Including "A
Treati se on the Mythol ogy" and
Met hodol ogy of the Vanpire Slayer."

Buffy pulls out her list as Gles picks up the inventory book

BUFFY
Oh, shoot! Was that the only copy?

STEVEN
Yeah, that sucks, Buff.

G LES
Come on, Buffy, this could be
very serious. Woever’'s | eading
this pack of vanpires appears to
be interested in | earning nore
about you. Perhaps searching for
weaknesses or ... good | ord.

BUFFY
What ?



G LES
Vell, | had no idea the profit
margi ns on a shop like this were
so high.

STEVEN
Huh?

Buffy and WI | ow exchange a | ook.

A LES

Look at this! Uh, | ow overhead,
out -of -state orders,
international - it’s no wonder
there’ s never any trouble
attracti ng new owners.

(Looki ng around)
A place like this is a virtual -

BUFFY
Deat htrap?

G LES
What ? Wel |, uh, yes, there is
that. But, uh, still...
(puts book down and
| ooks around sone nore)
Location, pedestrian traffic...

W LLOW
So what’s the next step?
G LES
(still gazing around)

Buf fy, you shoul d begi n | ooki ng
for their lair straight away.

BUFFY
[’ll get Riley to help nme patrol.

W LLOW
Wait, aren’t you forgetting
sonet hi ng?

G LES
| mpressi ve square footage..

He wal ks off as Buffy gives WIlow a questioning |ook

W LLOW
You' re on Dawn duty.

Buf fy | ooks annoyed.

19.
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BUFFY
Oh, duty. | gotta drop ny sister
back hone.
(eyes w deni ng)
My not her’s gonna *kill* ne.

G LES
(wanderi ng back into view)
| bet the death rate keeps the
rent down.
(pauses)
Oh, hello. Something’ s been taken
fromthis case, |ook here.

He goes over to a case where the gl ass has been knocked out.

BUFFY
What’ d they take?

Wl low |l ooks in the inventory book.

G LES
| should think an item of, of
val ue, or-or power, possibly even
a_

W LLOW
A unicorn. 10-inch ceramc
uni corn inported from Thail and.

BUFFY
Was it val uabl e?

Gles stares in puzzlenent at the enpty case.

W LLOW
- (08
Li st price, $12.95.

G LES
Whi ch begs the question, what
ki nd of an unholy creature
fanci es cheap tastel ess statuary?

STEVEN
Spi ke!

Cut to head shot of Harnony.



21.

HARMONY
kay, hi. First of all, | wanna
t hank everybody for a really
successful raid on the nagic shop
| ast ni ght.

(appl audi ng)
Good j ob, m ni ons!

We see Harnony in the underground lair, wearing a skinpy
bl ack top and shiny gold pants. Four nmle vanpires are
standi ng around. They applaud along with her, a little
uncertainly. They are Brad, Cyrus, Peaches, and Mort. Mort
is very tall and | arge, whereas the others are fairly
aver age- si zed.

HARMONY
Yes, you deserve it. Secondly...
(turns away to reach
for sonet hing)
sonebody renenbered to pick nme up
the sweetest little unicorn!
(Hol ds up the ceramc
uni corn and smles at
Brad. The ot her vanps
stare at him)

BRAD
" to(whispering to ot her vanps)
at 7

HARMONY
Brad, guess soneone was feeling
guilty for standing me up in the
tenth grade.
(Adm ring the unicorn)

BRAD
(to ot her vanps)
I, 1 had to get her sonething.
She sired me.

PEACHES

(to Cyrus)
Si r e- whi pped.

W see Mort adding the unicorn to a |l arge collection of
ot her unicorn statues sitting on a table.



Cyrus raises
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HARMONY
Anyway, the books you guys
brought me to help with the plan?
Vell, I’ve been skinmng through
t he book jackets all norning, and
let me tell you, there’s sone
pretty useful stuff in there, so-

hi s hand.
HARMONY

Yes, uh ... sorry, forgot your nane.
CYRUS

Cyrus.
HARMONY

Cyrus, huh, right. Peaches’

friend.

(Peaches nods)
What ' s your question?

CYRUS

When are we gonna do it?
HARMONY

EwM That’s rude! | barely know

you!

(Cyrus | ooks sideways

at the other vanps in confusion)
Uch, and you're a m nion!

MORT
He neans the plan! Wen are we
gonna do the plan?

HARMONY
Ohhh! The pl an!
(laughs in enbarrassnent)
Ah, well, first lemme tell you
I’mreally psyched about it and I
hope the rest of you guys-

MORT
(yel 1'i ng)
When?!
HARMONY
(yel 1'i ng)
Toni ght!
(nore calny)
W kill the slayer ... tonight.

(Smles in self-satisfaction.)
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The ot her vanps grin and nod at each ot her.

Cut to Dawn sitting on her bed hol ding her diary, wearing
the sane clothes she was wearing at the magi c shop

JOYCE VO CEOVER
So not only didn’t you take your
si ster shopping for school
suppl i es-

Dawn listens in. Cut to Joyce' s bedroom Wile Buffy and
Joyce argue, Joyce wal ks back and forth getting dressed and
putting on jewelry.

JOYCE
-you brought her to a nurder scene.
BUFFY
No, | didn't bring her toit, it
... just ... sorta came upon us.
It’s not |like she saw the body or
anyt hi ng.
JOYCE

Oh, well. That makes it all right
then, doesn’'t it?

BUFFY
No, that is not what | neant.

JOYCE
| asked one favor of you, Buffy.
To | ook after your sister. And
now you want to unload her, so
you and Riley can go out.

BUFFY
To patrol. I"mworking, it’s not
like I wanna go to the sock hop

JOYCE
| have to be at the pre-show
reception in half an hour. Who’'s
gonna wat ch Dawn?

DAV
(Cs, calling from her room
| don’t need anyone to watch ne!

BUFFY AND JOYCE
(uni son)
Yes you do!

Joyce wal ks into the bathroom
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BUFFY
Wait. So what you're saying is if
| can get an acceptabl e babysitter

here before you | eave, | can go
pat r ol ?
DAV
(C5)
Babysitter? |’"mfourteen! I'"mold

enough to *be* a babysitter!

JOYCE
And who are you gonna get on such
short notice?

DAV
(09)
| can take care of nyself!
BUFFY
(suddenly reali zing)
Xander .
JOYCE
Xander ?

Sound of running footsteps. Joyce and Buffy | ook up as Dawn
appears in the doorway.

DAV
Ckay.

Door bel | rings.
Cut to Dawn running up to the front door, pausing to fix her

hair. She’s wearing a tight short dress. She opens the door.
Xander stands there holding a pizza.

XANDER
Dawn patrol .
DAVWN
(smling)
Hey.
XANDER

Check this out, they put cheese
on round bread. It’s gonna be big.

He conmes in. Dawn watches himwth a smle as Joyce appears,
putting on a jacket. W see her and Xander tal king, but we
only hear Dawn’s voi ceover.



DAWN VO CEOVER

Xander is so nuch cuter than
anyone. And smarter too. He

t ot al

| y skipped college and got a

j ob wor ki ng construction. Wi ch
Is so kind of ... deep, you know?
He builds things. And he’s brave

t 00.

Cut to Dawn in her
her diary.

Just
to st

(Note: the closed-
during this scene

paj amas, |ying on the bed and witing in

DAVWN VO CEOVER
| ast week he went undercover
op that Dracul a guy.

capti ons provide the foll ow ng dial ogue
which is not actually heard:

JOYCE

Xander, thanks for doing this.

Tot al

XANDER
non- sweat .

JOYCE

Agai n, thanks for com ng. Ch, uh,

her e
pr obl
cel |

Cut back to downst

Have

is nmy card. |If you have any
ens, you just call ne on the
phone.)

airs as Joyce gives Xander her card.

XANDER
fun. Not too nuch fun

t hough.

Dawn,

(Al t hough we can hear

this line and it

sounds |i ke Xander’s

voi ce, we see his face

and his lips aren’t noving.)

JOYCE
be good.
(Ki sses Dawn goodbye)

XANDER

Ch, we will. We're just gonna
play with matches, run with
sci ssors, take candy from...

( MORE)

25.
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XANDER ( CONT’ D)
some guy ... | don’t know his
name.

(Wnks at Dawn. Joyce

| eaves, and Dawn,

smling at Xander,

starts to shut the door.)

DAVWN VO CEOVER
Xander treats everyone |ike an
equal . He doesn’t | ook down on
peopl e.

Anya appears in the doorway, preventing Dawn from cl osi ng
the door. Anya carries a stack of board-gane boxes.

ANYA
Hello there, little girl.

Dawn’ s happy expression turns to one of dismay.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
Even when he shoul d.

ANYA
(talking as if to a
very snmall child)
We are gonna have fun, fun, fun.
Look, 1’ve got Monopoly, due,
and ooh, the Gane of Lifel That
sounds good!

Dawn | ooks upset. She cl oses the door.

TARA
(09)
Poor Dawn.

Cut to Tara | ooking at herself in a mrror, which is above a
sink with a towel rack beside it.

TARA
She was pretty shaken up.

W LLOW
Vel |, sure. Bloody death and stuff.

The canera pans out and we see they are in a dormroom
unpacki ng. WIllow goes to hang a painting while Tara is
unpacki ng bat hroom stuff from a box.

W LLOW
She’ Il be okay.



Wllowtries
a bureau and

W Il ow | ooks

27.

TARA
[t’s just ... I, I think it’s
tough for her, not being able to
wel |, allowed to, you know,

hel p.
the painting in a few places, then puts it atop
begi ns unpacki ng anot her box.

W LLOW
Hel p?

TARA
Ch, you. You guys. The Sl ayer
circle.

W LLOW

Vell, Buffy doesn’t really need
a-and | think Dawn’s a little
young.

TARA
-1 know, you're right. It’s just
hard. That outsider feeling.

over at her.

W LLOW
Tara ... you're not an outsider.

TARA
Vel l, yeah. | kinda am

W LLOW
(wal ki ng toward her)
No, you’'re not.

TARA
Wllow, it’s okay. Were does
this go?

W LLOW

Sonmebody naki ng you feel
unconfortable? Is it Xander? It’'s
Xander, isn't it?

TARA
Xander’s a sweeti e.

W LLOW
It’s Gles! It's "cause he's ..
British and doesn’t under st and
about stuff.



TARA

It’s no one.

(Conti nues taking

stuff out of the box)
You guys all just have this
really tight bond. It’s-it’s hard
to break into that. And |’ m not
even sure | want to.

W1l ow wal ks up behind Tara and puts her arns around Tara’s
wai st, resting her chin on Tara s shoul der.

W LLOW
|’ m sure.

Tara puts her hands over WI I ow s.

W LLOW
You' re conpletely one of the gang
now. Everyone accepts that.

Cl oseup of their faces as they both smle.

W LLOW
You' re one of the good guys.

Tara’s sm | e disappears and she pulls away, disengagi ng
herself fromWIlow s enbrace. WIIlow doesn’'t notice her
expr essi on.

W LLOW

Maybe | can talk to the rest of
the group and we can do sonet hi ng,
sonme kind of scooby initiation.

(They both return to

what they were doing)
Oh! Maybe we coul d wear sone kind
of special ring that identifies
us as nemnbers.

TARA
| don’t think so. But naybe
sonething |i ke that would be nice
for Dawn. | do worry about her
sonet i nes.

W LLOW
You don’t have to. She's got big
sister Buffy happily | ooking out
for her.

Cut to Buffy and Riley wal ki ng through a graveyard.
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BUFFY
So then ny nom goes off on ne
about how |’ m supposed to watch
out for Dawn and nmake sure that
she’ s shi el ded from sonet hi ng
t hat m ght upset her

Rl LEY
Li ke dead shopkeepers.

BUFFY
She didn’t see him A foot, maybe.
A dead foot, which is bad, okay,
but hello, | see dead stuff *all*
the tine, and you don’t see Mom
shi el di ng ne.

Rl LEY
So you want your nother to give
you space to be a slayer, and
shield you fromit at the sane tine.

BUFFY
Thank you, logic boy. Did I
mention this is a rant? Sense
really has no place in it.

Rl LEY
|’ mgetting that.
(sighs)
What’ s the deal, Buffy? You seem
real | y-

Buf fy stops himby putting out a hand. She stops wal ki ng and
| ooks intently to her right.

BUFFY
Oh, trash can. Froma distance it
| ooked ki nda-
Rl LEY
Tense.
BUFFY
Nooo, I|-1 was gonna say brown,

squat, shadowy. .

Rl LEY
Uh-uh. Back to what | was saying
before we were rudely attacked by
not hi ng. You seemreally tense.
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BUFFY
(shrugs)
Yeah, there’'s a new vanpire gang
in town.

Rl LEY
| nean donestically tense. You're
on Dawn’s case a |lot.

BUFFY

| guess. It’s just...

(sighs)
| don’t know, it ... | knowit’'s
al ways been this way. She’s the
baby. But for sone reason |ately,
it’s just really getting to ne.
She’ s *al ways* around.

Rl LEY
Vell, yeah. You're |ike her idol,
Buf fy.

BUFFY
Her idol? | don’t think so,
unl ess you like to spill things
on your idol’s new | eather pants,
and-

Rl LEY
You know what | mean. You have
super powers ... and college ..

a studly yet sensitive boyfriend...

BUFFY
And a pesky life-or-death job
that | can’t quit or even take a
break from

Rl LEY
She doesn’t get the sacrifices.
She’ s a ki d.

BUFFY

And that’s what bugs. *She* gets
to be a kid, and she acts |ike
it’s the biggest burden in the
worl d. Sonetimes *1* would |ike
to just curl up in Mnis |lap and
not worry about the fate of the
world. I'd like to be the one
who' s protected, who's waited on--

Cut to Joyce’s house.



DAV
-hand and foot, getting her own
way. Always the favorite.

W see that they' re playing the Gane of Life around a | ow
table in the living room surrounded by various junk food.
Dawn is eating a bow of ice cream

XANDER
You nut. Your nom | oves you both
equally. But if I"'mwong, | find

noney usually helps tip the scale.
Slip Joyce a 10 or a 20 once in a
while. Then we’ll see who's the
favorite.

Dawn sm | es.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
He says I'mlike a kid sister..

XANDER
(1 ooki ng at the gane board)
Here cones the judge!

DAVWN VO CEOVER
...but sonetines when he | ooks at
me, | feel |like he sees ne as |
am . .

Xander gives Dawn a big goofy grin.

DAV VO CEOVER
...as a wonan.

We see that Dawn has chocol ate ice cream sneared all over
her face.

ANYA
Ch, crap!
(sl aps down her cards)
Look at this! Now |’ m burdened
wi th a husband and several tiny
pi nk children, nore cash than I
can reasonably manage. .

XANDER

That means you’ re w nni ng.
ANYA

Real | y?
XANDER

Yes. Cash equal s good.

31.
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ANYA

Ooh!

(claps her hands in excitenent)
|’ mso pl eased.

(Scoops up the plastic

mar kers that represent children)
Can | trade in the children for
nore cash?

Dawn gi ves her a disgusted | ook.

Suddenl y sonet hi ng snmashes in the wi ndow, showering them

wi th broken glass. They all duck behind the table. Dawn
shrieks. Xander gets up and goes to see what it was. Anya
foll ows. Xander picks up a rock with a note tied around it.
He unties the string, hands the rock to Anya, and reads the
note. Dawn stays on the floor watching.

XANDER
"Slayer, come out and die."

W see the note, witten in large letters. The "i" in "die"
is dotted with a sm | ey-face.

HARMONY
(C5)
I’mwaiting for you, Buffy!

Xander goes over to the hole in the wi ndow and peeks out. He
sees Harnony, surrounded by her four mnions, who carry
weapons. Harnony | ooks annoyed.

HARMONY

(yells)
| know you’'re in therel

Cut to Xander standing in the doorway, holding the front
door open.

HARMONY
(0s) .
What do you nean, she’s not in
t here?
Xander | ooks uni npressed.
HARMONY
She has to be. I'’mcalling her out!

W see Anya and Dawn a few feet behind Xander.



Xander

| ooks

XANDER
Then | bet she’ll be real sorry
she m ssed your call. "Fraid you

and your buddi es are gonna have
to come back and be killed by
Buffy later.

HARMONY
(scornful)
They’ re not ny buddies. They're
nmy m ni ons.

XANDER
They’ re...what now?

HARMONY
M ni ons! You know, |ackeys? They
wor k for ne.

skeptical. Then he starts | aughing.

HARMONY
What’ s so funny?!

XANDER
Not hi ng! What coul d be funny,
just "Look out, it’s a terrifying
Har mrony gang, ooh!"
(Laughi ng)

HARMONY
St op | aughi ng!
(Tries to attack him
but she can’t go past
t he doorway. Dawn
ducks behi nd Anya.
Xander conti nues | aughi ng)

XANDER

| just, | just can’'t picture
anyone pathetic enough to be
fol | ow ng-

(Looks at the m nions

again and pretends to

be shocked)
s that Brad Koni g? Huh! Hey
Brad, who’ d have thought when you
were beating up kids in gym
class, you’d end up Harnony’s
| apdog?
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BRAD
Screw you, Harris.

HARMONY
You shoul d know al |l about being
sonebody’ s | apdog. | hear you
were a good little puppy for

Dr acul a.
Anya and Dawn | ook insulted on Xander’s behal f.

XANDER
You heard wrong.

HARMONY
(1 aughs)
Don't feel bad. | hear that m nd-
control thing he does works
really well on weak fraidy-cat
| osers. You didn’t stand a chance.

DAV
(still behind Anya)
Shut up!
XANDER
Dawn, 1’m handling this. Shut up,
Har nony!
HARMONY
Make ne.
XANDER

Fraid I don’t feel like getting
i nto anot her hair-pulling contest

w th you.

HARMONY
You're the hair-puller, you big
girl!

DAVN
Oh yeah? Cone inside and say that!
Xander will Kkick your-

ANYA
Dawn, no!

Xander makes his "uh-oh" face.

Har mrony norphs into vanpire face and | unges at Xander,
shoving himto the floor as Dawn shrieks. Bl ackout.

Act |11
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Har mony is on top of Xander, hol ding himdown as he
struggl es. Dawn shrieks and pushes past Anya to run up the
stairs. The minions rush to the door but can’'t enter.

XANDER
The invitati on was for one.

The m nions snarl. Anya turns and runs into another room

HARMONY
Not such a pushover any nore, am
| ?
(Punches Xander in the
face a few tines)

ANYA
(runni ng around)
Sl ayer’ s house have nore weapons
| yi ng around.
(Picks up a | anp)

HARMONY
|’ ve been working out, |earning
sonme new tricks, honing ny -

She bends to bite Xander as Anya runs up with the | anp.
Har nony strai ghtens up and backhands Anya, breaking the |anp
and sendi ng Anya flyi ng.

HARMONY
| nstincts.

Xander kicks Harnmony in the stomach and she flies backward
out the front door, crashing into the mnions. They all fal
down the porch stairs. Xander and Anya rush to close the
door and | ean against it, |ooking out at the vanpires.

HARMONY
This isn't over, Xander! [I'I| be
back!

XANDER
And we’l|l be ready for youl
Stakes ... crosses ... the whole
enchi | ada.

He and Anya pull their heads away fromthe w ndows.

XANDER
Buffy is not going to be happy
about this.



Anya shakes her head in agreenent.

Cut to Buffy

W see Buffy

| aughi ng hysterically.

BUFFY
Har nony ...

(1 aughi ng)
Har nrony has m ni ons?

and Riley in the kitchen | aughing, along with

Anya and Xander, who aren’t | aughing.

Buf fy bursts

XANDER
Yeah, that was pretty much ny
reaction.

BUFFY
[’msorry, I'’msorry.

(Cear throat and
st ops | aughi ng)

It’s just ... Harnony has nini ons!
(Starts |aughi ng agai n)

XANDER
And Ruffles have ridges. Un,
Buffy, there’s actually a nore
serious side to all this.

BUFFY
| sure hope so, ’'cause |’ m having
troubl e breat hi ng.
(G ggl es, then stops
and takes a deep breath)

What is it?
XANDER
(nervously, |ooking at Anya)
Vell, she did cone here to kill you

out |aughing again. Riley also snickers.

Rl LEY
(chuckl i ng)
Buf fy, cone on, they have killed
once that we know of. She could
be a threat to you
(Buf fy | aughs harder)

ANYA
Especially now that she can enter
your house any tine she wants.
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Buf fy stops |aughing for real this tine.

BUFFY
What ?

Xander and Anya fidget.

XANDER
Uh, yeah, actually, she --
Har mony -- kind of happened to
sort of get an invite.

BUFFY
You guys can’t invite her in. |
mean, only soneone who |lives here
can-
(The clue hits. Xander
nods. Buffy frowns.)

BUFFY
(quietly)
Where is she?
ANYA
In her room Look, | think she's
still pretty freaked out.
BUFFY

Dawn!
(starts to stonp out.
Xander stops her)

XANDER
Buff, it was an accident. She
didnt nean it.

BUFFY

Oh, well that just nmakes it okay
t hen, doesn't it?
(St onmps out)

XANDER
(calling after her)
No, but believe ne, nobody feels
wor se than her right now.

Cut to Harnony and m ni ons wal ki ng through a dark graveyard.



HARMONY
What a total disaster. My first
plan! I so wanted it to go well.

Plus, I didn't even get to kil
stupid Xander Harris! God, that
was so enbarrassing.

MORT
W' Il go back later.

HARMONY
No! It’s no good. Buffy’ s gonna
expect us now. The whol e surprise

i's bl own.

PEACHES
(to Cyrus)

Who’'re you growing at?
CYRUS

Not nme, my stomach. If | don’t

eat sonebody soon, I-1"I1 get dizzy.
PEACHES

Let’s go back to the lair. That
census taker may not be enpty yet.

BRAD
Not me. This night is young, and
| want sone action.

A hand taps Brad on the shoul der, and when he turns, it
punches himin the face. He goes down. The other three
m ni ons turn.

SPI KE

Happy to oblige. Here | thought
it was gonna be a sl ow night.

(puffing on a

cigarette, sizing up

t he m nions)
Step on up, Kkiddies. Thrashings
for all.

The m nions start forward.

HARMONY
St op!

She energes from behind Mort. Spike | ooks surprised.

SPI KE
Well. Hello, Harm
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HARMONY
Spi key. | nean, Spike.

SPI KE
Long tine. You | ook good.

HARMONY
| feel good.

SPI KE
(sm rks)
| renmenber.

They both gri

=]

HARMONY
How ve you been?

SPI KE
(shrugs)
Not bad. Just got a brand-new
telly in ny crypt, so..

MORT
(wal ki ng up behi nd Har nony)
Way are you talking to hinf

HARMONY
It’s okay, we used to go steady.
(si ghs)
Spi ke, Mort. Mort, this is-

MORT
| know who he is. He kills our kind.

HARMONY
Oh yeah!
(to Spi ke)
What’s up with that?

SPI KE
(shrugs)
Bl oke’ s gotta have a hobby, don’t
he? Piss off, Mort.

Mort grow s and steps forward, but Harnony stops him

HARMONY
Mort, just give us ... a couple
m nut es, ’kay?

( MORE)

39.



HARMONY ( CONT’ D)

(Turns back to Spike)
He's really testy. Sonme of us
wer e thinking of voting himout
of the gang.

(She and Spi ke step

asi de where the

m nions can’t overhear.)

SPI KE

Gang?
HARMONY

Oh, yeah. |’ve got ny own gang now.
SPI KE

(checki ng out the m nions)
Is that what those circus freaks
are?

HARMONY
Uh huh. | nmean ... shut up!
(Spi ke grins)
We're gonna kill the slayer
SPI KE

Si ngi ng nmy song now, are you? You
shoul d pay nme royalties for that
one, or at |east get your own tune.

HARMONY
|’ m not gonna nake the sane
m st akes you did. |’ve been doing

ny homewor k, readi ng books and
stuff.

SPI KE
What, Evil for Dunm es?
(wal ks around her)
Look at you, all puffed up and
m ghty, thinking you re the new
Big Bad. It’s, uh ... well, let’s
face it, it’s adorable.

HARMONY
You just can’t stand the fact
that 1’mnmy own person now. There
cones a tine in every woman’s
life when she realizes she needs
to take the next step. 1’ ve taken
it. 1"ve found the real me... and
| like her.
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Spi ke noves cl oser to her during this speech until their
faces are inches away.

SPI KE
Hope you’' || be very happy
together. In the neantine, save
sl ayer slaying for the
pr of essi onal s.

HARMONY
(sighs)
You' || see. Buffy’ Il be dead by
sunrise. |I’ve got a plan
SPI KE
(chuckl i ng)

Lenme guess. Snatch one of her
friends, use "emas bait, |ead
her into a trap. That sort of thing?

HARMONY
(bl uffing)
No! Much, much better one.
(Spi ke | ooks skeptical .)
|’ mnot gonna tell youl

SPI KE
Thought as nmuch. Best of | uck.
Let me know how this arch-villain
t hi ng works out for you.
(Backs away and wal ks of )

HARMONY
"1l do that.
(shouting after him
And after Buffy is gone? |I'm
gonna kill everybody in this town
that was ever nmean to ne ... Spike!

Spi ke waves a hand over his shoul der as he wal ks of f.
Har nony sighs, then turns back to the m nions.

HARMONY
(smling)
Guys! New pl an.

Cut to Buffy laying out a huge array of stakes and crosses
on her bed as Ril ey watches.

Rl LEY
That’s a | ot of weapons for
sonebody you weren’t sweating
twenty m nutes ago.
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BUFFY
Vel |, that was before Dawn gave
Har nrony a backstage pass to kill
us all in our sleep.

XANDER
Buff, I left word with WII ow.
She’ Il cone do a return engagenent
of her uninvitation spell. She
probably still has the stuff from

| ast week. And bang, boom you're
back in the Fortress of Solitude.
Al better.

BUFFY
No. Not all better. | mean, it’s
not |ike Dawn hasn’t grown up in
this house knowing all the rules.

Cut to the hallway where we see Dawn listening in.

BUFFY
(C8) -
Especially the biggie! Nunero
one-oh. "Do not invite
bl oodsucki ng dead people into our
hone. "
(Dawn rolls her eyes)

Cut back to the bedroom

Buffy and Ri |

BUFFY
| nean, please. | would never
have Harnony over even when she
was alive.

XANDER

Peopl e slip, Buffy. Your nom did.
She invited in the nas-

(Cat ches hinsel f)
Dracula. In for coffee.

ey give Xander an odd | ook.

BUFFY
Well, that was different. | nean,
she ... He would ... She was

| onely, and, and, and she didn’'t
know he was a vanpire. *The*

vanpi re. Meanwhil e, Dawn knew
exactly what Harnony was and she
roll ed out the wel cone mat for her.
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Cut back to Dawn in the hallway.

Rl LEY
(08) |
She’s just a kid.
(Dawn rolls her eyes)

Cut back to the bedroom

BUFFY
You know, will everybody please
stop saying that? I was just a
kid when | net ny first vanpire,
but sonmehow, | still managed to
remenber the rul es.

Rl LEY
You had to. It was your job.

BUFFY

(putting on a jacket)
No. No, it was conmon sense. But
nobody expects even that much
from Dawn, do they? No, she has
to be protected and coddl ed from
the big bad world, well you know
what ? W& are doi ng not hi ng but
turning her into alittle idiot
who is going to get us all killed.

Cut back to the hallway. Dawn makes an unhappy face.

Cut back to the bedroom Xander and Riley | ook displ eased,
but they don’t argue any nore. Cut back to the hallway. Dawn
turns and wal ks away.

Cut back to the bedroom Buffy sighs and speaks nore quietly.

BUFFY
She just has to be nore careful.
Now, | can’'t be there to protect
her 24 hours a day. I-1 just can't.

Cut to Dawn running through the downstairs part of the
house, passing by Anya in the kitchen.

ANYA
Hey! Don’t!

Dawn runs out the back door and Anya foll ows.

ANYA
Dawn!
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Dawn stops a few feet outside the door and puts her hands to
her face, as if trying not to cry. Anya grabs her shoul der,
startling her.

ANYA

What do you think you' re doing?
DAV

Leave ne al one.
ANYA

Il will after you cone back inside

t he house.
(Grabs Dawn and starts
shovi ng her back
toward the door.)

DAV
Let go of ne!
(breaks free)

ANYA
No, it’s not safe out herel

Dawn shrieks as Mt steps from behind a bush, wearing his
vanp face.

MORT
You got that right.

He hits Anya, sending her flying back inside, where she
falls on the kitchen floor unconscious. Mrt grabs Dawn and
passes her to the other m nions, who herd her away shri eki ng.
Mort pauses to | ook at Anya lying on the floor, then foll ows
t he ot her m nions. Bl ackout.

Act |V

Xander, Riley and Buffy cone down the stairs and find Anya
on the kitchen fl oor.

XANDER
Anyal

Xander and Riley kneel to lift Anya up. Buffy goes to | ook
out the door.

ANYA
(hal f consci ous)
Oh, vanpires took...



Rl LEY
Thi s head wound | ooks bad. W
gotta get her to the hospital.

Buf fy goes to the phone.
ANYA

(‘mur mur i ng)
They took her..

XANDER
Shh, shh.
ANYA
Dawn.
BUFFY
Dawn? Wha- what about Dawn?
ANYA
She ran out ... they took her
vanpi res..
BUFFY
Ch god. Oh god. Unh, take care of
Anya.

(Hands t he phone to
Ri | ey and runs out)

Rl LEY
Buf f y!

Cut to the underground lair. The mnions look a little
i mpati ent.

HARMONY
Al'l right, once again, nice work,
mnionators. I'mreally, really

proud of you guys.
(Mort cones in)

Ah, Mort. | trust you nade our
guest ... confortable?
MORT

(conf used)
You told ne to chain her to a wall.

HARMONY
Yeah, | know, |’ m being, you
know, sarcastic or whatever?
( MORE)

45.



Peaches nods.
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HARMONY ( CONT’ D)

(Mort 1 ooks bl ank)
Anyway. . .

(turns back to the

ot her m ni ons)
I’mfeeling really good about
this neM/pIan, people. | think
it

a W nner.
CYRUS
When do we eat the girl?
HARMONY
We don’t. Not yet.
CYRUS
Why not ?
HARMONY
Because! That’'s not the plan!
(sighs)

Do | have to go over the plan
agai n? W use the sister as bait.
W send Buffy a note-

PEACHES
More notes?

HARMONY
(annoyed)
W send Buffy a note, telling her
that if she wants to see her
sister again, she has to cone
alone to a place we choose. She
cones, we junp her, we kill her.

MORT
So it doesn't really matter if
we’'re actually holding the
slayer’s sister, just as long as
she thinks we are. She’'ll wal k
into the trap

HARMONY
| guess.

CYRUS
So it won't make any difference
if we eat the girl now.

HARMONY
W're not eating the girl.



PEACHES
Way not ?

HARMONY
Cause! That’s not the plan.

All the m nions | ook dissatisfied.

Cut to a TV showi ng nostly static. Spi ke bangs on it and
fiddles with the knobs and antenna for a while, with no
results.

SPI KE
Bol | ocks. Gonna have to pinch one
of those satellite dishes.

He | ooks up as the door bangs open and Buffy strides in.

SPI KE
Vel |, speaking of dishes, to what
do | owe this unpleasant-
(Buffy hits himin the face)
Ow Bl oody hel |!

BUFFY
(grabbing his shirt)
| don’t have tine for banter,
Spi ke. Where’s Harnony’'s |air?

SPI KE
Haven't seen her in nonths. How
shoul d | know
(Buffy hits himin the
face again)
oM

BUFFY
Where is she?

SPI KE
At | east lay off the nose.
(Buffy pulls back her fist)
kay! Okay! Used to have a cave
in the north woods. About forty
neters past the overpass
construction site.

Buf fy punches himin the nose again, then |lets go and turns
to | eave.

SPI KE
OM! | was telling you the truth!
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BUFFY
(1 eavi ng)
| know.

Spi ke rubs his nose and gl ares after her.
Cut to the lair.

HARMONY
They don’t respect ne. They
pretend they do, but deep down
they think |’ m not hing.

W see that she’s talking to Dawn, who's chained to a wal
with her wists at head hei ght.

HARMONY
| nmean, |I’mthe one who put this
group together. Me! But they
treat me like | don't even matter.
Do you have any idea what that
feels Iike?

DAV
Alittle.

HARMONY

(whi ni ng)

They have no idea how nuch
pressure |’munder. | have to
make all the hard decisions. And
it’s hard!

Dawn gasps. Harnony turns to see Mt |eading the other
mnions in, all wearing vanp faces.

HARMONY
Excuse ne, | didn’'t hear anybody
knock.

MORT

W’ ve been talking it over, and
we decided we don’t like this plan.

PEACHES
(scornfully)
Except for Brad. He abstai ned.

HARMONY
(angry)
Oh really? You have a plan you
| i ke better?
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MORT
W' re gonna feed on the girl and
kill you.

Dawn | ooks scar ed.

MORT
Maybe not in that order.

HARMONY
| don’t think I like your
attitude, Mort.
(to the others)
Kill himfor me.

The other m nions don’t nove. Mrt smrks.

HARMONY
Al right. Youre all on ny list.
(Looks nervous as Mort
advances toward her)
Th-this isn't fair. Okay, so
t hi ngs haven’t been perfect. |
just need a little nore tinme to
grow into ny | eadership role.

MORT
Time’ s up.

He grabs her by the throat. Dawn watches fearfully as Cyrus
wal ks toward her.

DAV
(nervous)
Touch ne and ny sister’s gonna
kill you.

Cyrus smrks and reaches out one finger. He pokes her in the
shoul der and | aughs. The other m nions | augh too. Suddenly
the point of a stake shoots through Cyrus from behind. He
stops laughing and turns to dust. Mrt |lets go of Harnony
and they both turn, as do the other m nions, who are hol ding
weapons.

BUFFY
Can’t say she didn’t warn him
HARMONY
(to Mort)

And you didn’t |ike the plan.

BUFFY
Dawn, cl ose your eyes.
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Dawn does so.

HARMONY
So, Slayer, at |ast we neet.

BUFFY
W’ ve net, Harnony, you halfwt.

HARMONY
l"mthe halfwit? Un excuse ne,
but | ook who's fallen into ny-

Suddenly she is grabbed from behi nd.

STEVEN

(grins)
Trap?

HARMONY
(struggl es)
Let ne go!

STEVEN
(scoffs)
Yeah, right.

HARMONY
You are aware | don’t breathe,
right?

She kicks himin the chest and breaks his grip.

St even and Harnony begi n attacking each other. Steven
bl ocks Harnmony’s girlie punches with no problem

STEVEN
(yells)
Buf fy, | ook out!

Peaches attacks Buffy with a |large axe. She ducks his sw ng
and stakes him As he turns to dust, Buffy grabs the axe
fromhim Brad attacks, and Buffy chops off his head. Dawn
scrunches her eyes together tightly.

HARMONY
Tr ap.

BUFFY
Har nrony, when you tried to be
head cheerl eader, you were bad.
When you tried to chair the
honecom ng conmittee, you were
real ly bad. But when you try to
be bad...you suck .
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During this speech we see Mort noving around behind Buffy.
Dawn opens her eyes and sees him

DAV
Buf fy, watch out!

Buffy turns and swings the axe but Mrt knocks it out of her
grasp and knocks her down.

HARMONY
Qoh, good shot, Mrt, | think you
got her on the--

Mort glares at her. Harnony | aughs nervously, turns and runs
away.

St even rushes at Harnony, knocking her down.

Har nrony gets back up and throws himinto a rock, continuing
to escape.

Mort swings at Buffy; she punches him grabs a large stick
and hits himwth it. He punches her. She ducks a few nore
punches and | ands one on him

Shot of Dawn struggling agai nst her chains as sounds of
battl e conti nue.

Buffy kicks Mort a fewtimes, he hits her a fewtines and
she goes down. He picks her up and throws her. She gets up
and they exchange nore punches and ki cks. Mort grabs Buffy
by the neck and lifts her off the ground. She | ooks around
and notices a | arge unicorn statue nearby. She shoves Mrt
away, |lands on the ground, grabs the unicorn and stabs him
through the heart with it. He turns to dust. Buffy scow s at
t he unicorn, then shrugs and puts it down.

Buf fy strides toward Dawn, picking up the axe al ong the way.

BUFFY
You are going to be in so nuch
troubl e when we get hone.
(Strikes at the chains
with the axe)

DAV
Yeah, well ... I'mtelling Mom
you slayed in front of ne.
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BUFFY

Fine. 1'Il just tell her that you
ran out of the house in the
m ddl e of the night,

(another strike at the chains)
that you got Anya hurt,

(anot her strike)
invited a vanpire in,

(strike)
got ki dnapped. ..

Cut to exterior shot of Joyce’'s house, night.
Cut to interior of the kitchen. Buffy and Dawn enter, noving
qui etly, looking around guiltily. Just as Buffy closes the
back door, Joyce comes in the front door.
JOYCE
Sorry it ran so | ate. Everything,
uh, go okay?

Buf fy and Dawn | ook at each other.

BUFFY
Yeah. Yeah, you know ... | got
t he vanps and we watched sone TV.
JOYCE
(smles)
Vell, | know at | east one of us

who' s supposed to be in bed by now.
Dawn obedi ently ki sses Joyce and exits.

JOYCE
Ni ght .

BUFFY
So how was the exhibit?

JOYCE
(opening the fridge)
Oh, it was fantastic.

We see Dawn | ooki ng back at them as she wal ks toward the
stairs.

DAVWN VO CEOVER
Buf fy probably woul d’ ve gotten in
way nore trouble than ne anyway.

Cut to the magi c shop, day. Dawn is sitting at a table
witing in her diary.
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DAVWN VO CEOVER
But | guess it was pretty okay of
her not to say anything to nom
Anya’ s gonna be okay, and Xander
wasn’'t mad at nme. So stuff nostly
wor ked out .

The canera pans over Dawn to the counter, where we see Buffy
| eani ng against it.

BUFFY
G les, are you sure about this?

G |l es stands up behind the counter.

G LES
Wiy woul dn’t | be?

BUFFY
Wl |, aside fromthe fact that
nost magi ¢ shop owners in
Sunnydal e have the |ife expectancy
of a Spinal Tap drumrer...and,
have you ever run a store before?

G LES

| was a librarian for years. This
is exactly the sanme, except
peopl e pay for the things they
don’t return

(cones out from behind counter)
I[t’1l give nme focus. Increase ny
resources. And it’ll prevent you
lot fromtranpling all over ny
flat at all hours.

(he and Buffy wal k

toward the back)
There nmay even be sone space for
you to train in the back.

BUFFY
Boy, you’'ve really thought this
t hrough. How bored *were* you
| ast year?

G LES
| wat ched "Passions"” with Spike.
Let us never speak of it.
(Exits)

Buffy follows himout, |aughing. A nonent |ater she
reappears in the doorway.



BUFFY
Don’ t. Break. Anything.

Dawn gi ves her an exasperated | ook. Buffy goes out,
comes back in again.

BUFFY
Just don’t *touch* anything.
(exits)

DAVWN VO CEOVER
Not that Buffy’ s really changed
at all. Like she ever woul d.

Buf fy reappears in the doorway.

BUFFY
What you’ re doing right now, not
novi ng?
(Makes the "okay" sign
wi th her fingers)
Good. Keep doi ng that.

(Exits)
DAV
She still thinks I'mLittle Mss
Nobody, just her dumb little
sister. Boy, is she in for a

surpri se.
Bl ackout .

Executive producer: Joss Wedon.
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