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The G ft

A Buffy the Vanpire Slayer episode witten by Joss Whedon
and transcribed by Joan the English Chick
(pi sces@ngl i shchick.com. Oiginal Air Date: May 22, 2001

Transcri ber’s Notes:

*] do not own the characters or situations of BTVS, and I
claimno credit for the content of this episode. | have
nerely transcri bed what appeared on ny screen, with help
fromthe cl osed captions.

*| prefer that you link to this transcript on the Psyche
site (ww. psyche. kn-brenen.de) rather than post it on your
site, but you can post it on your site if you

really want, as |long as you keep ny nane and enmil| address
on it. Please also keep ny disclainers intact.

*You can use ny transcripts in your fanfiction stories; you
don’t have to ask ny perm ssion. (However, if you use |arge
portions of episode dialogue in your fanfic, | reconmend you
give credit to the person who wote the episode.)

*| apol ogi ze in advance for ny lane transcription of the
fight scenes. | don’t know the nanes of different punches
and ki cks. Use your imagination.

Teaser

W cut into an alleyway. The canera noves down the alley as
fromthe POV of sonmeone running. Fast, urgent nusic

We go around a corner and see the person who's running. It’s
a teenage boy. He rounds the corner and stops, seeing that
he’s in a dead end. Slowy, fearfully, he turns.

Shot of the corner he just cane around.

The kid noves very slowy back toward the corner, very scared.

Suddenly sonmeone steps around the corner. It’s a large nale
vanpire. The kid starts, takes a step back.

The vanpire strides forward with a snmall smle.
VAMP
Gave ne a pretty good run there.
Bet the blood’ s just punpin .

The boy backs away, frightened.



VAMP
(advanci ng)
Bet it’s hot.

KI D
(voi ce breaking)
Don’t hurt ne.

VAMP
Don’t hurt you?
(1 aughs)

Suddenly one of the doors along the alley opens and Buffy’s
head pops out.

BUFFY
(i nnocent | y)
Hey, what’s going on?

The vanp turns his head to glare at her.

KI D
Hel p me! Call the policel!l

VAMP
Get outta here, girl.
(turns back to the kid)

BUFFY
(emerging fromthe doorway)
You guys havin’ a fight? ' Cause,
you know, fighting s not cool.

The vanpire turns to glare at her again.

KI D
Get out of here!

VAMP
No.
(turns fully toward Buffy)
No, she wants to stay. | don’t
mnd alittle appetizer.

BUFFY
(smal |l frown, wal ks forward)
Have you ever heard the
expression, ’'biting off nore than
you can chew ?

The vanp frowns, shakes his head.



BUFFY
Ckay. Um ... how about the
expression, 'vanpire slayer’?

VAMP
What the hell you tal kin about?

BUFFY
Ww. Never heard that one. kay.
How about, "Ch god, ny leg, ny leg ?

The vanpire grow s and | unges at her. She ducks his grab,
punches himin the face and kicks his leg. H s knee buckl es
and he falls to the ground.

VAMP
Ch god! My leg! Unh...

BUFFY
See? Now we’ re communi cati ng.

The vanp surges up, grabs Buffy and throws her against the
wal | . He grabs her again but she pushes his arns away,
punches himin the face, knees him then goes around behi nd
hi m and kicks himinto the wall. He | ands against a
dunpster, turns and backhands Buffy, who stunbles forward
toward the boy. The boy | eaps out of the way. The vanp
punches Buffy again, picks her up and sl ans her down on top
of anot her dunpster.

Shot of the kid cowering in the corner.

Buf fy kicks the vanp, cartwheels off the dunpster and kicks
hi m agai n, then again, and then yet again. On the final Kkick
he | ands on his back anong a pile of wooden boxes. They al
shatter.

One of the shards of wood flies toward Buffy and she catches
it. As the vanpire lunges up out of the boxes, she stakes
himw th the piece of wood. The boy watches in shock.

The vanp turns to dust. Buffy drops the nmakeshift stake and
stares at the pile of dust as the boy continues to cower in
t he background.

BUFFY
VWw. Been a | ong while since |
nmet one who didn’t know ne.

She turns to go, pauses and | ooks at the kid.

BUFFY
You shoul d get hone.



She begi ns wal ki ng back toward the door she came out of.

KI D
H how d you do that?

Angl e on Buffy’s back as she wal ks toward the door. She
doesn’t turn or stop as she replies.

BUFFY
It’s what | do.
KI D
But you're ... you're just a girl.

Buf fy pauses in the doorway.

BUFFY
That’ s what *1* keep saying.

She wal ks through the door.
Wl f how . Opening credits.

Guest starring Care Kramer, Charlie Wber, Anber Benson as
Tara, and Joel G ey as Doc. Witten and directed by Joss
VWhedon.

Act |

Open on Buffy coming in the back door of the nmagic shop,

wal ki ng down the hall and into the main room W see Xander
sitting at the round table with G les and Steven beside him
| ooki ng at books, and Spi ke sitting behind themon the

| adder | eading up to the loft, snoking a cigarette.

XANDER
Somet hi ng goin’ on out back?
BUFFY
(wal ks over to table)
Vanpi re.
XANDER
Ch.
STEVEN
Dust ed?
BUFFY
Yep.
STEVEN

Cool .



BUFFY

(sighs)
Anyt hi ng?

Angle on Gles sitting at the table with a few books open in
front of him

G LES
Not hi ng you want to hear. The
ritual is, uh...

BUFFY
Explain it again.

G LES
There’ s not hing new to-

BUFFY
Go through it again.

Everyone | ooks nervously at Buffy. W see WIllow sitting at
the table on Xander’s other side. Gles slowy renoves his
gl asses.

Shot of Anya standing to the side.

G LES
The key was ... living energy. It
needed to be channel ed, poured
into a specific place at a
specific time. The energy ...
would flow into that spot, the
wal | s between the di mensions
break down. It stops, the
energy’ s used up, the walls cone
back up. G ory uses that tine to
get back into her own di nension,
not caring that all nmanner of
hell will be unl eashed on earth
in the neantime.

STEVEN
"Al'l manner of Hell"?
(I ess than excited)
Yi ppee.

Buf fy | ooks grim

ANYA
Un but only for alittle while,
right? The walls come back up
uh, n-no nore hell?



W LLOW
That’s only if the energy is
stopped. And now the key is hunman

(1 ooks over her
shoul der at Buffy)
...is Dawn.

G LES
(reads from book)
"The blood flows, the gates will
open. The gates will close when
it flows no nore.”
(renoves his gl asses)
When Dawn i s dead.

Pause.

TARA
| have places to be!

Everyone | ooks over at Tara, who is curled up in a chair to
the side. She falls silent again and they return to their
conversati on.

STEVEN
(concerning Tara)
Uh- huh.
XANDER

Why bl ood? Way Dawn’ s bl ood? |
mean, why couldn’t it be like a,
a lynph ritual ?

SPI KE
"Cause it’s always got to be bl ood.

XANDER
We're not actually discussing
di nner right now.

STEVEN
He' s not discussing dinner,
Xander. He's discussing the
ritual.
(to Spi ke)
Go on, Spike.

SPI KE
Blood is life, lackbrain. Wy do
you think we eat it? It’s what
keeps you goi ng. Makes you warm
Makes you hard.

( MORE)



SPI KE ( CONT’ D)
Makes you ot her than dead.

(quietly)
Course it’'s her bl ood.

BUFFY
Pretty sinple math here. W stop
G ory before she can start the
ritual. We still have a couple of
hours, right?

G LES
If my calculations are right. But
Buf fy-

BUFFY

| don’t wanna hear it.
(turns away)

A LES
| understand that -

BUFFY
(whirls back)
No! No, you don’t understand. W
are not tal king about this.

G LES

(junps up fromthe
tabl e, yells)

Yes, we bl oody well arel!

Beat. Everyone | ooks shocked by Gl es’ outburst.

STEVEN
(surprised)
Whoa. . .

G LES
(qui eter)
If Gory begins the ritual ... if
we can’t stop her...

BUFFY
Conme on. Say it. W' re bl oody
wel | tal king about this. Tell ne
to kill ny sister.

G LES
(whi spers)
She’ s not your sister.



BUFFY

(pause)
No. She’s not. She’s nore than
that. She’s ne. The nonks nade
her out of ne. | hold her ... and
| feel closer to her than ...

(1 ooks down, sighs)
It’s not just the nenories they
built. It’s physical. Dawn ... is
a part of ne. The only part that
| - -

(st ops)
STEVEN
(cal my)
What, Buffy...?
W LLOW
W' |l solve this. W will. Don’t

have anot her conmm, okay?
Buffy gives a snall snmle

G LES

(quietly)
If the ritual starts, then every
living creature in this and every
ot her di nension imgi nable w |l
suf fer unbearabl e torment and
death ...

(1 ooks up at Buffy)
i ncl udi ng Dawn.

BUFFY
Then the last thing she’'ll see is
me protecting her.
G LES
(quietly)
You Il fail. Youll die. W all
will.
(turns away fromthe table)
BUFFY
[’ m sorry.
STEVEN
"You'll fail"?
(scoffs)

Nice faith you have in her G| es.

Shot of the others |ooking at her as Gles wal ks slowy away.



BUFFY
| love you all ... but I'’msorry.

She turns away too. Gles turns back to | ook at her. Beat.

ANYA

(1 oudl y)
Ckay.
(rai ses her hand)
Al'l in favor of stopping Gory
*pefore* the ritual. Suggestions,
i deas?

(snappi ng her fingers)
Time’s a-wastin’.

STEVEN
Shut up, Anya.
SPI KE
Uh ... when you say you | ove us
all..
XANDER/ G LES
(uni son)
Shut up.
ANYA
WIllow | bet you ve got sone

dark spell a-brewin . Uh, nake
her a, a, a toad? Little hoppy
toad, we can hit her with a hamer?

TARA

(gi ggling)
Hoppy t oad.

XANDER
What about Ben? He can be kill ed,
right? | nean, | know he’s an
i nnocent, but, you know, not I|ike
Dawn i nnocent. We could kill a ...
regul ar guy.

Pause whil e everyone considers this and Xander realizes what
he’ s sai d.

XANDER
(softly, in self-disgust)
God.



10.

G LES
It’s doubtful he Il surface again
this close to the ritual. W can
expect it’s Aory we're dealing
with

W LLOW
We don’t have to kill her. Unh, we
just have to stop her from doing

the ritual. | mean, there’'s only
the one tine that she can do it,
right?

SPI KE

Yeah. W get her on the ropes, we
just gotta keep her occupied til
it’s too | ate.

STEVEN

That’ s actually a good idea.
ANYA

Okay. But I'’mstill not hearing

enough ideas. She’s a god. Let’s
t hi nk out si de the box.

SPI KE
Way don’t *you* go think outside
t he bl eedi ng box?

STEVEN
This is Dawn’s |life we’'re talking
about. Hell, this ritual deals

with the lives of every single
person on the face of the Earth.
Now | see that you have two

choi ces, Anya: you can yak, yak
yak until one of us snaps and
kKills you. O you can shut up,
sit down, and let us think.

G LES
Yes, Anya, apart from your
i ncredi bly uninfectious
ent husi asm have you anyt hi ng
el se to contri bu-

ANYA
The Dagon sphere!

G LES
Sorry?



STEVEN
Huh?

ANYA

When Buffy first net Gory, she
found that magi cal

(gestures)
gl owy sphere that was nmeant to
repel Gory. W’ve got it in the
basenent .

(everyone | ooks surprised)
It mght drive her away or hurt
her. Ooh!

Anya hurries over to a display case, gestures |ike a gane-
show host ess.

ANYA
And O af the troll god s
enchant ed hamrer.

STEVEN
(to hinself)
Retail for $99.99

W see the hamrer (episode "Triangle") on a shelf.

ANYA
You wanna fight a god, use the
weapon of a god.

Buf fy wal ks over to check out the hamer.

SPI KE
Uh, nah, that thing’ s too heavy
to-
(Buffy picks it up easily)

STEVEN
(i n shock)
Holy shit.

Everyone | ooks at him

STEVEN
(conf used)
What? | can’t even carry that
t hi ng.

SPI KE
Yeah. Good.

11.
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BUFFY
| like this.
(to Anya)
Thanks.
ANYA

Here to hel p. Wanna live.

XANDER
Smart chi cks are soooo hot.
(1 ooking fondly at Anya)

W LLOW
You couldn’t have figured that
out in tenth grade?

W1l ow and Xander exchange a snile.

A LES
Well, we have sone ideas, if we
could actually get dory on the
run, but, um..

BUFFY
But, we still have no idea how to
find her.

TARA

Big day. Ch, it calls ne! | have
to be there!

Everyone | ooks at Tara, then at Buffy. Buffy | ooks thoughtful.

TARA
Bi g day!
STEVEN
(dawni ng on him
The ritual. We--we have to find
Gory.
(sighs)

We can’'t | ose Dawn...we--we can’'t.

Cut to: Ben entering the back room at the warehouse. He
still wears the cerenonial robe and is holding a pile of
clothing. A few nmnions are in the background.

Shot of Dawn sitting on the floor with her knees up to her
chest, eyes closed. Ben wal ks over to her.

BEN
They, uh ... said you have to put
this on ... for the cerenony.
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DAVWN
What if | don't?
BEN
Come on, just-
DAVWN
What if | don't |like the color?
BEN
Look, | ... | wish there was
anot her way.
DAVWN

And | wish you d fall on your
head and drown in your own barf,
so ..

(shrugs)
| guess we’'re both di sappoi nt ed.

BEN
| think ... it’ll be quick.

M NI ON
Actually, sir, the bleeding is
quite a slow process to give the
portal tine to-

BEN
(annoyed)
Thank you ... for the information.
(to Dawn)
[l do what | can to-

DAV
Change.

BEN
What ?

DAV
Change. Be her. | don’t wanna
| ook at you.

BEN
(shakes head)
Dawn, | don’t think you wanna-

DAV
Be ory. Be Gory.

(yel 1'i ng)
Gory! dory! dory!



Dawn scow s.

G ory shakes
style dress.

G ory stands

G ory tosses

14.

BEN
WIIl you just stop-
(nmorphs into dory)

GLORY
-shouting al ready?

GLORY
Huh.

out the garnment she’s holding. It’s a nedieval -
She examines it, then turns to Dawn.

GLORY
So, what’s the hubbub, bub?
(sits in a chair)
What do you got against old Benjy?

DAWN
He’s a nonster. At |least you're
up-front about it.

GLORY

(pi cking at the hem of

t he dress)
Don’t be so hard on the boy. He
just wants to live. Mst guys
woul d do the sane. Besides, he's
probably the reason your sis and
her little cartoon pals are stil
alive. That little naggi ng pinch
of humanity that makes ne go for
the hurt instead of the kill.

(1 ooks at Dawn)
Lowering nyself to trade bl ows
with the Slayer when | should
have just put ny fist through her
heart.

up and holds up the dress to |look at it.

GLORY
It’s gotta be Ben.

DAV
O maybe you just can’'t take her.

the dress to Dawn, who takes hold of one end.

Gory is still holding the other end and she suddenly yanks
onit, pulling Dawmn to her feet. They face off.
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GLORY
Hmm funny thing. You ve been
here for a few hours now, and I
haven’t seen big sis galloping in
to save you. She probably knows
what a terrible mstake that’d be.

DAV
She’s not afraid of you.

GLORY
Oh no, sweetie baby. I'mtalking
about the ritual. ’'Cause you know

| bl eed you, the portal s open,
but once you die they close. The
faster you die, the better for
your sorry speci es.

G ory puts her hand on the side of Dawn’s face. Dawn | ooks
scar ed.

GLORY
|’m bettin’ Buffy knows that.
Since she’s not really your
sister, I'’mguessin’ she isn’t
gonna show. And if she does..

Dawn winces in pain as Gory’'s fingers tighten on her head.

GLORY
...1t mght not be to save you.

G ory shoves Dawn aside. She falls to the floor on top of a
grating. Gory smrks at her

Angl e on Dawn’s face, shooting up from bel ow as her face is
pressed agai nst the grating.

DAV
(whi spers)
Buf fy.

Cut to Buffy in the workout room punching the punchi ng-bag.
She alternates hands and hits it wwth a steady rhythm The
canmera pulls out and reveals Gles entering, wal king toward
her .

G LES
You sure you're not going to tire
your sel f out?

BUFFY
(stops punchi ng)
" m sure.
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She resunmes punching. C ose shot on Buffy’s face with Gles
out of focus in the background.

G LES

W' re ... still working on ideas.

(Buffy stops punchi ng)
Time’s short, but, uh, best |eave
it to the | ast nmonment.

(Buffy stretching her armns)
If we go in too early and she
t akes us out, no chance of
getting her to mss her w ndow.

BUFFY
Then we wait.

Buf fy gives one |last punch that breaks the punching bag off
its chain. It falls to the floor. Buffy stares at it, gives
her arm a shake.

G LES
| imagi ne you hate ne right now.

Sanme angle on Buffy with Gles in the background, her back
to him She sighs but doesn’'t answer. G les takes a few
steps cl oser.

A LES
| | ove Dawn.

BUFFY
| know.

A LES

But 1’ve sworn to protect this
sorry world, and sonetines that
means sayi ng and doing ... what
ot her people can’t. Wat they
shoul dn’ t have to.

Buffy turns to face him

BUFFY
You try and hurt her, and you
know |’ |1 stop you.

G LES

| know.

Over head shot of the two of them Buffy walks slowy over to
the sofa in the corner and sits. Gles paces slowy over to
the sofa as well.
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BUFFY
This is how many apocal ypses for
us now?
St even wal ks i n.
STEVEN
Thr ee.
G LES
Ch, uh, well...

(sits, takes off his gl asses)
six, at |east.

(sits back slowy)
Feel s Ii ke a hundred.

STEVEN
Ri ght about that.

BUFFY
|’ ve al ways stopped them Al ways
won.

G LES
Yes.

BUFFY
| sacrificed Angel to save the
wor | d.

Cut to close angle on Buffy’s face.

BUFFY
| loved himso nmuch. But | knew
... Wwhat was right. | don’'t have
that any nore. | don’t understand.

| don’t know how to live in this
world if these are the choices.
| f everything just gets stripped
away. | don't see the point. |
just wish that...

(tearfully)
| just wish my nomwas here.

St even frowns and goes to hug her.

She gets up, wal ks a few paces away, away from Steven, turns
to face Gl es.

BUFFY
The spirit guide told nme ... that
death is my gift. Guess that
neans a Slayer really is just a
kKiller after all.
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STEVEN
Buffy, no. That’s not true.
G LES
| think you re wong about that.
BUFFY
It doesn’t matter. If Dawn dies,
[’mdone with it. I'’maquitting.

St even si ghs deeply.

She wal ks out, followed by Steven, leaving Gles sitting on
t he sofa al one.

Cut to the warehouse. Dawn is now wearing the ritual dress.
She has her other clothing folded in a neat pile and carries
it over to the chair, lays the clothing down on the chair,
kneel s beside the chair.

Shot of dory off to the side, witing sonething. A mnion
goes to her and whi spers.

Dawn kneel s by the chair and arranges her sneakers neatly in
front of the chair. She | ooks up when 3 ory begins to speak

GLORY
kay, canpers, it’s alnpbst stab
time.
(smling)

You two, get her.
Two m ni ons nove toward Dawn, who | ooks scared and backs away.

DAV
No. No! Aah!
(screans)
Buf f y!

She continues to screamas the mnions grab her arns and
drag her away. G ory watches themgo with a smle.

GLORY
See you in a few.

Cut to outside. The mnions drag Dawn into the courtyard
area where the crazy people are still working. Sparks fly
from sonmeone’ s wel di ng. Dawn | ooks up apprehensively.

Shot of a huge netal tower, basically build out of
scaffolding. It stretches into the air above the warehouse.
At the top, a narrow wal kway protrudes out into the air. W
see the tower first from Dawn’ s perspective, on the ground
| ooki ng up; and then a | onger shot fromthe side.
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Dawn continues to stare up at the tower as the mnions |ead
her to sone stairs at the base of the tower and they begin
to clinb.

Bl ackout .
Act |1

Open on Gles in the magi ¢ shop, wal king over to a door and
opening it. It |eads down sonme stairs into the basenent,
which is cluttered as any basenent tends to be.

G LES
(cal l'i ng)
Any | uck? Have you found the
Dagon sphere?

Pan down to the basenent. Anya energes from behind the
stairs, wearing a bra, quickly putting on her bl ouse.

ANYA
(cal l'i ng)
Un I'msure it’s here, just be a
m nut e!
Xander energes as well, fastening his pants.
XANDER
(cal l'i ng)

Yeah, we’'re on it! Let’s | ook
over here, where we didn't | ook yet.

Xander and Anya continue fastening their clothing. The angle
is such that Gles can’'t see them

A LES
(09
Time is a factor.

ANYA
Yes. Yes. Not to worry.

Sound of the door closing. Anya picks up a clipboard and
examnes it.

XANDER
So, are you nore, uh ... relaxed?

ANYA
(1 ooki ng t hrough boxes)
No.



XANDER
No? | mean, it sounded like you,
uh ..
(paces past her)
arrived.
ANYA
(di stracted)
No.

(tunes back in to the conversation)
Yes. Un | had the pleasure
nonent, and the blissful calm
that conmes right after it. But
that only lasted a couple of
seconds, and now |'mterrified
agai n.

XANDER
Well, you don’t have to be.

Anya noves toward another pile of stuff. Xander turns and
pulls down a drop-cloth, revealing the Buffy Bot.

XANDER
Gah!

He | eaps back, naking Anya junp as well.

ANYA
What ?

They both stare at the bot. It sits there with eyes open,
unnovi ng.

XANDER
Spi ke’ s sex-bot. Wiy didn’'t they
just nelt it down into scrap?

Anya noves away as Xander continues staring at the bot.

ANYA
Maybe W Il ow wanted it.

XANDER
(turns to her)
| don’t think WIIlow feels that
way about, about Buffy. | nean, |
know she’ s gone through a | ot of
changes, but--

ANYA
To study it.

20.



XANDER
Ri ght. Roboti cs.
(embarrassed )
Sci ence.

21.

Xander noves to another pile of stuff and they both continue

| ooki ng, separately.

ANYA
Pervert.

XANDER
O her pervert.

ANYA

And don't frighten ne |ike tha-aah!

She shrieks as she sees sonething in another box. Xander

cones over to | ook

ANYA
God, who, who woul d put somet hing
|ike that there? Is this supposed
to be sone sort of sick joke?

She picks it up. It’s a snmall toy bunny.

ANYA
| nean, things aren’t bad enough!
(pause)
This is an onen.

XANDER
Hey, hey, shh.
(rubs her shoul ders)

ANYA
No, no, it’s an onen. It’'s a
hi gher power, trying to tell ne
t hrough bunnies that we’'re al
gonna die. Ch god.

XANDER
No it’s not.

Anya puts the bunny back in the box as Xander
around her wai st from behi nd.

XANDER
It’s okay.

puts his arns



No, you see,
an apocal ypse, | skedaddl e. But
| ove you so nuch that

now |

i nstead |

ANYA
usual |y when there’s

have i nappropriately

timed sex and try to think of
ways to fight a god ... and worry
terribly that something m ght
happen to you. And al so worry
that something’ ||l happen to ne.

And t hen |

have guilt that I’ m

not nore worried about everyone

el se,

but |

enough! [’ m

over | oad,

think that |
nervous than I amright now.

just don’t have
just on total

and | honestly don’t

coul d be nore

XANDER

Care to wager on that?

Xander lifts his hand into the shot. He holds a snall box,

open to reveal

Anya stares at it.
| ooki ng at the ring.

him still

Anya ...

Xander

the ring inside.

| ets her go and she turns to face

XANDER

you wanna nmarry ne?

Anya stares at hima nonment, then slaps himacross the face

Can |

take t

XANDER
hat as a "maybe"?

ANYA

You' re proposing to ne!

Yes. ..

XANDER

ANYA

You' re proposing to me ’cause

we’ re gonna die! And you think
it’s romantic and sexy and, and
you know you’ re not gonna have to
go through with it ’cause the
worl d’ s gonna end!

XANDER

| m proposing to you, Anya,
because it’s not.

22.



23.

ANYA
You can’t know that.

XANDER
| believe it. | think we’re gonna
get through this. I think I'm
gonna live a long ... and silly

life, and I"’mnot interested in
doi ng that w thout you around.

ANYA
(softly)
Oh. kay.

XANDER
a O(MAde-eyed)
ay”

ANYA
Yes.
(small smle)
| nean, yes.

They both smile happily and | ook down at the ring. Xander
begins renoving the ring fromthe box as Anya holds up her
hands. Then she stops him

ANYA
No.

XANDER
No?

ANYA

After. Gve it to ne when the
wor |l d doesn’t end.

Xander smles slightly. Anya puts her arnms around his neck
and they ki ss.

Cut to the main nagic shop room WIllow sits at the table
readi ng books, along with Steven, while Tara naps behind her.
Buf fy wal ks up.

BUFFY
WIIl, what do you got for ne?
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W LLOW

Sone i deas.

(Buffy goes to sit on

the stairs | eading up

to the loft)
Wll, notions. O, theories based
on wild speculation. Did I
mention |’ m not good under pressure?

STEVEN
(smles)
W all know that, WII.
BUFFY
| need you, WIIl. You' re ny big gun.
W LLOW
(al ar ned)
[’myour - no, |-1 was never a
gun. Soneone el se shoul d be the
gun. 1, | could be a, a cudgel.

O, or a pointy stick.

STEVEN
Li ke a st ake.

BUFFY
You' re the strongest person here.
You know that, right?

W LLOW
(frowns)
Vell ... no.
BUFFY
WIIl, you re the only person

that’s ever hurt Gory. At all.
You're nmy best shot at getting
her on the ropes, so don’'t get a
jelly belly on nme now.

W LLOW
wll ... I, I ... do sort of have
this one idea. But, last few
days, |’ve nostly been | ooking
into ways to help Tara. 1-1 know
that shouldn’t be my priority....

Buf fy | eans over and puts her hand on WIIlow s knee.

BUFFY
O course it shoul d.

WIllowsnmles gratefully. Buffy | eans back.
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Vell, I’ve been charting their
essences. Mapping out. | think ..
if I can get close enough, | may

be able to reverse what dory did.
Li ke, take back what she took
fromTara. It m ght weaken G ory,

or ... make her |ess coherent. O

it mght nake all our heads expl ode.

STEVEN
| don’t know if you wanna do that...
G LES
(09)
Buf fy.

Buf fy | ooks up. Across the roomwe see Gles, Xander, and
Anya gat hered around sonet hi ng.

W LLOW
"1l try to work it.

Buffy gets up and wal ks away, putting her hand briefly on
W1l ow s shoul der as she passes.

W1l ow gets up and goes to crouch beside Tara' s chair.

W LLOW
Don't worry, love. It won’'t be | ong.

Tara sl aps her hard across the face.

TARA
(angrily)
Bitch! I’ m supposed to work on

the factors!

WIllow just | ooks at her sadly. The anger passes and Tara
beconmes anxi ous.

TARA
I'm I'"mnot ... I'"'mnot....

Tara puts her hand gently on WIlow s cheek and begins to
cry. Wllow | ooks at her with tears in her eyes as well.

W LLOW
|’ m gonna bring you back.

Cut over to the others gathered together. Gles is holding
t he Dagon sphere.

25.
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BUFFY
No. No, no, that’s good. That
coul d be pivotal.
(to Anya and Xander)
Thank you guys.

G LES

VWell, um you re gonna need sone-
BUFFY

Way ahead of you. We have tine?
G LES

Yes, if you hurry.
BUFFY

kay. 1’1l grab sone weapons too.

(we see Spi ke
appearing behind G es)

XANDER
I’ m | ooking for something in a
br oadswor d.

SPI KE
Don’t be swingin that thing near
nme.
(Buffy takes the
sphere from G | es,
exanmines it)

XANDER
Hey, | happen to be-

SPI KE
A glorified bricklayer?

XANDER
(1 ooks around at the others)
I’malso a swell bow er.

ANYA
Has his own shoes.

SPI KE
The gods thensel ves do trenble.

BUFFY
Spi ke, shut your nouth, come with
nme.
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Buf fy hands the sphere to Gles and strides out. Spike |ooks
surprised, follows her

Cut to Buffy entering the Summers house with Spi ke behind
her. 1t’s dark outside.

BUFFY
The weapons are in the chest by
the TV, I'll grab the stuff

upstairs.

She noves toward the stairs, not realizing that Spike has
st opped at the door.

SPI KE
Uh, Buffy...
She turns back to him Spike lifts his hand in a little wave.
Buffy frowns, still not getting it.
SPI KE

I f you wanna just hand them over
the threshold, 1'II...

BUFFY
Come in, Spike.

Spi ke |1 ooks surprised and pl eased. He takes a sl ow step over
the threshold, smles.

SPI KE
Hm Presto. No barrier.

They | ook at each other for a nonent, then Spi ke breaks
away, wal ks into the living room

SPI KE
Un won’t bother with the small
stuff. Couple of good axes should
hold off Aory’'s mates while you
take on the | ady herself.
(opens the chest,
begi ns taking stuff out)

BUFFY
We're not all gonna make it. You
know t hat .

SPI KE
Yeah.

He takes a few weapons fromthe chest and wal ks back toward
Buf fy.
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SPI KE
Hey. Always knew |I’'d go down
fightin .

BUFFY
|’mcounting on you ... to
protect her.

SPI KE
Till the end of the world. Even

i f that happens to be tonight.

BUFFY
"Il be a mnute.

SPI KE
Yeah.

Buffy turns to go up the stairs. Spi ke watches her go.

SPI KE
| know you’ || never |ove ne.

Buf fy pauses halfway up the stairs, turns back to | ook at
Spi ke.

SPI KE
| know that |I'’m a nonster. But
you treat ne |like a man. And
that's. ..

Buf fy gazes silently at him

SPI KE
Get your stuff, I'Il be here.

She turns and continues up the stairs.

Cut to the top of the tower. The mnions are tying Dawn to
the tower with rope. She stands there | ooking scared. The
wi nd bl ows her hair around.

Angl e downward from Dawn’s POV. W see her bare feet on the
edge of the platform and far bel ow we can see the crazy
peopl e novi ng ar ound.

The mnions finish tying Dawn up and turn to | eave. One of
t hem | ooks back.

M NI ON
She will come to you soon.

The canera pulls slowy back on Dawn standi ng at the end of
the platformwith the city lights behind and bel ow her.
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Cut to the magi c shop. Pan quickly across Xander and Anya

| ooki ng at each other, Tara |ooking at stuff in a display
case. WIIlow appears fromthe back as Buffy and Spi ke enter,
carryi ng weapons. Steven wal ks into the shop fromthe
training room They walk over to the office area.

BUFFY
We on schedul e?

Spi ke goes to put the weapons down on the desk beside G les,
who is al so hol ding an axe.

G LES
Yes, it’s tinme.
STEVEN
Let’s do it.
Pan back over to Buffy.
BUFFY
WII?
W1l ow nods, goes over to Tara who is still staring at the
mer chandi se.
W LLOW

Tara, baby? Is there sonewhere
you shoul d be?

Tara | ooks over at Buffy, doesn’'t |ook at WI I ow

TARA
They held ne down.

W LLOW
No one’s holding you. It’s the
big day, right?

Both WIlow and Tara | ook at Buffy. Shot of Buffy | ooking
concer ned.

W LLOW
Do you wanna go?

Tara | ooks anxiously fromBuffy to WIIow and back again.
She turns and begins to wal k toward Buffy and the door. She
passes Spi ke and G les in the background, Spike packing up
weapons as G | es unsheat hes a sword.
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TARA
(points to G les)
You're a killer.
(G les and Spi ke | ook
at her in surprise)
This is all set down.

Tara continues wal king out. Gles puts his axe in Spike s bag.

WIllow, followi ng Tara, draws al ongside Buffy as Tara heads
for the door.

BUFFY
(quietly)
Stay close but don’t crowd her.
W' ll followin a mnute.

WIllow starts out again, stops when Buffy begins to address
t he ot hers.

BUFFY
Ever ybody knows their jobs.
Renenber, the ritual starts, we
all die. And 1’1l kill anyone who
conmes near Dawn.

STEVEN
Unless we’re trying to save her
life.

Buffy turns and wal ks off. Wllow turns to the open door and
| eaves.

Angle on Gles and Spike. Gles is clutching his side where
he was speared in "Spiral." Spike glances at Gles, then
back in the direction Buffy went.

SPI KE
Vel l, not exactly the St.
Crispin’s Day speech, was it?

A LES
W few ..

G | es goes past Spi ke as Spi ke gathers up the bag of weapons.

G LES
.we happy few.

SPI KE
We band of buggered.

They exit.
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Cut to: exterior city street, night. Tara wal ks al ong the
si dewal k, picking at the cast on her hand. The camera pulls
out to reveal WIIlow wal king a few paces behind, with the
others followi ng farther behind that.

Tara comes around a corner, pauses to gaze upward for a
nonent, then continues. The others follow, nowall in a
group. Spike carries a crosshow, Steven a nachete, Anya a
basebal | bat. Spike also has the bag of weapons on her back.
They all stop wal ki ng and | ook up.

Shot from bel ow of the tower rising up into the air above them
They all stare at it.

XANDER
Shpadoi nkl e.

ANYA
What is that?

G LES
The portal nmust open up there.

BUFFY
WIIl, you re up.

Cl ose angle on WIllow s face.

G LES
Need anyt hi ng?

W LLOW
Could use a little courage.

Spi ke’ s hand conmes into the shot, holding a small flask in
front of WIllow s face.

W LLOW
The real ki nd.

Spi ke | ooks over at her. She | ooks at him

W LLOW
But t hanks.

Spi ke nods, puts the flask away.

STEVEN
Good | uck, WII ow.

Shot of the tower. People are walking toward it as sparks
(fromwel ding) conme fromthe yard bel ow.
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Cut to the warehouse. The crazy people are still doing
various things with machinery and netal. Pan over to the
entrance as Tara enters, finally pulling the cast off her
hand and tossing it aside. She walks in nuttering to
hersel f, goes over to a pile of bricks and picks one up.

A hand grabs Tara’s shoul der from behi nd and spi ns her around.

GLORY
You. What are you doi ng here?

W | ow appears beside dory.

W LLOW
She’'s with ne.

Wl ow grabs both Qory’'s and Tara’s heads. They all scream
as blue lightning begins to flicker around them Bright blue
|ight appears to streamfromdory’ s head to Tara’s.

Suddenly a bl ast of power separates them Al three go
flying in different directions. WIllow crashes into a pile
of wood.

G ory lands on her back on the concrete, sits up as severa
m ni ons run over.

A.ORY
What the frickin’ hell did that
bitch do to ne?

The m nions | ook at each other, then at G ory.
M NI ON

(anxi ously)
You | ook fine. Truly.

GLORY
(clutching her head)
She made a little ... she nade a
hole. Uh, | need a brain to eat.
M NI ON
Oh, take mine, oh groove-tastic
one!
(bows)
GLORY

| said a brain, you worthless dirt!

She puts a hand to her forehead and begins to wal Kk,
di stractedly, as the mnions follow her with concern.
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GLORY
Big day. | got places to be, big
day. Need a brain.

She | ooks at something directly in front of her, scoffs.

GLORY
Suppose | coul d al ways use yours.
BUFFY
(09)
Ckay t hen.

Buf fy stands there with her hands cl asped behi nd her back.
The canera zoons in on her.

BUFFY
Conme and get it.
Bl ackout .
Act 111
Open on dory still staring at Buffy. Qory starts to snle,

t hen | ooks away and noves her arns as if in pain.

BUFFY
(i nnocent | y)
You don’t seemvery well.

GLORY

Your little witch bitch ... gave
me kind of a headache there.

(renoves her cerenoni al

robe, revealing the

si npl e bl ack dress underneat h)
But if you think this is gonna
| ast nore than ei ght seconds-

BUFFY
| noticed you' re tal king, whereas
in your position, | would attack ne.

The m nions have taken A ory’ s robe as she continues to
stand there | ooki ng weakened.

M NI ON
Oh, nost sweaty- naughty-feelings-
causi ng one, should we. ..

GLORY
Go guard the girl. This is a ...
this is a, a...
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M NI ON
Di versionary tactic?

GLORY
Go guard!

The m nions scurry away. They pull a bunch of crazies away
fromtheir work and gather them around the base of the
stairs leading up to the tower.

Cut back to Gory still standing there unsteadily.
BUFFY
It’s strange, you're not as
blurry with speed as usual either

A.ORY
The witch..

BUFFY
lt’s not her.

Buf fy produces the Dagon sphere from behi nd her.

BUFFY
M ght be this.

G ory | ooks al ar ned.

BUFFY
| heard it’s supposed to repel
you. So ny guess is ... you

probably shouldn’t touch it, either.

Buffy tosses the sphere at dory, who catches it

i nstinctively. The sphere lights up and seens to warp the
air around it when it touches dory’s hand. She makes a
pai ned face, drops her hand to her side.

Cl ose shot on Aory’ s hand hol ding the sphere. She slowy
crushes the sphere and the |ight goes out as it crunbl es.

GLORY
You’' re gonna w sh you-

Buf fy punches her in the face. dory stunbles back and Buffy
ki cks her, then punches her again, and again, and again.

The m nions and crazies gathered around the stairs nutter
and | ook around nervously as the fight continues.
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M N ON 1
Stand fast! Kill anyone who dares
approach! This will be our day of

gl ory!

M NI ON 2
Vel | punned.

M N ON 1
Vell, it just called out to ne.

Suddenly an arrow appears in his chest and he falls back.

We see Spi ke hol ding his crossbow, having just shot the
m nion. Anya and G les are beside him They rush forward and
begin fighting the mnions, while Spike stays behind.

Gles blocks a mnion' s staff while Anya beats on anot her
one with her bat.

Steven rushes a minion with the machete, wasting no tine
cutting off his head.

Spi ke gives a loud battle cry and junps on two m nions at
once, bearing themto the ground.

Gles slices at a mnion with his sword.

A m nion has Spi ke around the wai st as another one approaches.
Spi ke fights them bot h.

Cut to a wide overhead shot of the fighting. Of to the side
we see Buffy hitting and kicking dory.

Cut to above. Dawn | ooks down and her eyes wi den as she
spots Buffy.

Cut to below. Buffy flips Gory over and slans her down on a
pile of bricks, tries to punch her but Gory rolls aside and
Buf fy ends up punching the bricks. Buffy tries to punch
again and dory grabs her arnms, throws her across the room

WIllow sits up anong broken pieces of wood, |ooks at Buffy
fighting dory, |ooks over to her left.

W LLOW
Tar a!

WIIlow hal f-wal ks, half-crawms over to where Tara |lies
unconscious in a pile of debris.

W LLOW
Tara?



36.

Tara’ s eyes open. She | ooks at WI I ow.

W LLOW
Tar a?
TARA
W... WIIow?
W LLOW
(smles hopefully)
Tar a?
TARA
(tearfully)
Wllow ... | got so |ost.
W LLOW
(smling)
| found you.

W1l ow ki sses Tara all over her face, then hugs her. They
both smle happily.

W LLOW
Il will always find you.

Long shot of the two of them enbracing.
Cut back to dory. She stands up straight.

A.ORY
You know what ?

Buf fy punches, but G ory grabs her fist.

GLORY
I’mfeeling a little better. And
now? I’'ma little bored.

BUFFY
Oh, I'msorry. Cause you' re about -

G ory kicks her in the face. "Buffy"’'s head goes flying off,
| eavi ng her body standing. W can see the wires exposed in
t he neck.

The body falls over as Gory stares in bew | dernment. Wen it
hits the floor, sparks fly out of the neck.
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GLORY
(staring)
Hey, wow, the Slayer’s a robot.
(1 ooks around)
Di d everybody el se know t he
Sl ayer was a robot?

Gory smles in triunph as the real Buffy appears behind her.

BUFFY
Gory?

G ory stops smling, turns. Buffy hits her with Aaf’s
hanmer. G ory flies across the room crashes into a wall

BUFFY
You're not the brightest god in
t he heavens, are you?

DAV
Buf fy! I’mup herel

Buf fy | ooks up as Dawn screans at the top of her |ungs. Shot
of the tower fromBuffy’'s POV. We can’t really nake out Dawn
at the end of the platform

DAV
Buf f y!

Buffy runs toward the tower, |eaps over a pile of bricks and
onto the stairs. A mnion confronts her but she punches him
and throws hi mover the side.

G ory picks herself up, |ooks over and sees Buffy running up
the stairs.

GLORY
Ch no you don’t!

DAV
(screans)
Buf fy! I’mup herel

Cut to mdway up the stairs. There’s one |last |evel after
which the stairs end and the only way up is via | adders.
Buffy is ascending onto this level as dory appears in front
of her and hits her. Buffy hits Aory with the hanmer, then
G ory kicks her into the scaffolding. They exchange a few
nore bl ows and Buffy | oses her grip on the hamrer, which
goes flying. It gets caught in some chain that’s hangi ng off
the tower. dory grabs another piece of chain and uses it to
swi ng around the side, knocking Buffy aside as Buffy tries
to reach the hanmer
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Buffy falls aside, gets up, takes another kick fromdory
and swi ngs around the scaffolding, kicks dory, ducks a
punch and goes around d ory, kicks her from behind.

DAV
(1 ooki ng down)
Buf f y!

Buffy tries to continue clinbing but Aory hits her in the

| eg, making Buffy gasp in pain. They exchange sone nore

bl ows, then Buffy resunes clinbing up the outer scaffolding.
G ory goes around beside her and clinbs up as well, Kkicks
Buffy as she’s scaling up a pipe. Buffy slides back down to
the previous |evel.

Buffy runs up a ranp, kicks Gory in the face, runs down the
ranp agai n and nmanages to free the hammer. She swings it at
G ory and hits her a couple of times, also hits a | adder

whi ch falls aside.

Gory hits Buffy in the face and she | oses her bal ance. As
she falls backward, she grabs dory and they both fall off
t he tower.

They both hit the concrete below, a few feet away from each
ot her. The hammer | ands near by.

Shot of Spike still fighting two mnions at once.

Buffy gets to her feet. dory does too. Buffy grabs Gory by
t he shoul ders and pushes her away. dory winds up a few
dozen feet away, beside a wall.

GLORY
You | ost your hammer, sweet
cheeks. \What are you gonna hit ne
wi th now?

Buffy | ooks at the wall.

Gory turns to the wall also, just as a huge w ecki ng-bal
crashes through the wall and into Aory. It crashes through
a second wall, deposits Gory on the other side, and sw ngs
back.

BUFFY
What ever’ s handy.

Buffy turns and runs off.

Cut to Xander driving the machine that controls the wecking
ball. He shuts down the engine and sits back | ooking satisfied.
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XANDER
The glorified bricklayer picks up
a spare.

Cut to the hammer |lying on the ground. Buffy grabs it as she
runs past.

Cut to Spike, Steven, Anya, and G les taking refuge behind
somet hi ng.

ANYA
Has anyone noticed we’'re going
backwar ds?

STEVEN
What do you nean by "backwards"?

Spi ke straightens up to peek over the top of the nmachine. A
brick hits himin the forehead. He ducks down agai n, | ooking
annoyed.

SPI KE
It’s crossed ny m nd.

Shot of the group of crazies standing between them and the
stairs, glaring at them There are also a few m nions.

G LES
(panti ng)
As long as ... Buffy can keep
G ory down ... long enough, it

doesn’t matter.

(1 ooking up at the tower)
There’s only a few mnutes |eft
to start the ritual

Cut to Buffy hitting Aory with the hanmer. G ory doesn’t
seem able to fight back, just stands there reeling each tine
Buffy hits her.

Cut to Dawn | ooki ng down at the fight. Suddenly she | ooks up
and gasps.

W see Doc standing at the other end of the platform inside
t he tower.

DAV
You. You can help nme. Untie ne.
Pl ease. Help ne, she’s com ng.
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DOC

(wal ks forward)
Vell, it seens she’s running a
bit late, is the thing. And, uh,
i f her Spl endi dness

(Dawn | ooks upset)
can’t be here in tinme to bl eed
you. .

Dawn | ooks scared and anxi ous as she realizes he's not on
her si de.

DOC
(whi spers)
Hey!
(wi nks)
Ki d. Wanna see a trick?

Dawn | ooks fearfully at him

Suddenly he produces a | arge shiny knife, holds it up in
front of his face. Dawn gasps and cringes. Lingering shot of
Doc holding the knife up with a small smle. Bl ackout.

Act |V
Open on a shot up at the top of the tower. Pan down to bel ow.

Xander | eaps over a fence and cones to join the others.
Spi ke, Steven, Anya, and Gles are all still crouched behind
their shelter, |ooking up at the tower.

XANDER
How we doi ng?

ANYA
So far it'’s a tie.

G LES
We haven’t got up to Dawn, but
t hen neither has anyone el se.

SPI KE
(still gazing up)
Sonmeone’ s up there.

Shot of the underside of the platformfromtheir POV. It’s
hard to tell how nmany people are there.

XANDER
Okay, we gotta charge or sonething.

ANYA
We tried that.
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Zoomin on Spike's face.

W LLOW VO CEOVER
Spi ke. Can you hear ne?

SPI KE
(frowns)
Yeah, | oud and cl ear.

Cut to Wllow at the other side of the warehouse, with Tara
behind her. Her |ips don’'t nove as she comuni cat es
tel epathically to Spike.

W LLOW VO CEOVER
I s there soneone up there with Dawn?

SPI KE
Yeah, can’t tell who.

XANDER
Are you talking to us?

W LLOW VO CEOVER
Get up there. Go now.

STEVEN
[’ mgoin’ too.

W LLOW VO CEOVER
St even, no!

STEVEN
|’ m going after Dawn whet her you
like it or not!

Spi ke peers out uncertainly. The crazies and m nions are
still in battle stance.

SPI KE
Yeah, but -

W LLOW VO CEOVER
Go!

Spi ke gets up, along with Steven, and charges out as the
others stare at himin surprise.

W1l ow puts her hand behind her w thout | ooking back. Tara
puts her own hand in WIIlow s.

The entire crowd of mnions and crazies suddenly parts into
two halves like the Red Sea. They all yell in surprise -- an
unseen force is shoving them aside as Spi ke runs through,
with Steven foll ow ng.
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He reaches the stairs and | eaps up them wi thout slow ng, as
does Steven who is still hot on Spike s heels.

Spi ke and Steven get to the last level, runs up the ranp and
begins clinbing the | adder.

Cut to the top. Doc produces a pocket-watch and | ooks at it
as Dawn watches himfearfully.

DOC
Vel . What do you know?
(Spi ke appears behind
him as does Steven)
It’s just about that tine.

DAV
Spi ke! St even!

Doc whirls around as Spi ke strides slowy forward.

SPI KE
Doesn’'t a fella stay dead when
you Kill hinf

DOC
Look who’ s tal ki ng.

SPI KE
Come on, Doc. Let’s you and ne
have a go.

DOC

--(tapping his knife
agai nst hi s hand)
do have a prior appointnent.

SPI KE
This won’t take |ong.
DOC
No, I-1 don’t imagine it wll.

Spi ke lunges forward. Doc sidesteps, grabs Spi ke around the
neck, and thrusts his knife into Spike s back. Spike gasps.
Dawn gasps.

STEVEN
That’'s it...
(pi ssed)
You' re fired, Doc.

He charges at Doc and he tries to punch him but Doc grabs
Steven's fist, holding it in his hand.
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Once Steven gets the upper hand, turned around so he’'s in
front of Dawn, Steven kicks Doc in the stomach, knocking him
back.

STEVEN
(det er mi ned)
Nobody. . . absol utely nobody hurts
her. She nmeans the world to
nme...and to Buffy. [If you want
her. ..

He | ooks at Doc, straight-faced.

STEVEN
(voice |like steel)
You cone through ne.

DOC
(sm rks)
No probl em

He grips Steven’s neck and flings himoff of the tower.
St even screans on the way down.
He crashes on the rubble bel ow

Cut to below. Buffy continues hitting Aory with the hamer
G ory has bl ood running out of her nose. She gives Buffy an
angui shed | ook.

GLORY
You're just a nortal. You
coul dn’t understand ny pain.

BUFFY
Then 1’11 just have to settle for
causing it.

She hits Gory with the hammer again. Gory reels to the
side, recovers and turns back.

A.ORY
You can’t kill ne.

BUFFY
No ...
(hefts the hamer)
but my arnis not even tired yet.

She hits G ory again
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Cut to the bloody knife falling onto the floor of the
platform Pan up Spi ke’'s body as he is now standi ng between
Dawn and Doc.

SPI KE
You don’t cone near the girl, Doc.

DOC
| don’t snell a soul anywhere on
you. Why do you even care?

SPI KE
| nmade a promise to a | ady.

DOC
Ch?

Doc’ s | ong tongue appears fromhis nouth, shooting out at
Spi ke, who ducks aside. Doc drops to his knees and pulls
Spi ke’s legs out fromunder him Spike falls to the fl oor.
Dawn wat ches anxiously as they grapple. They get to their
feet, Doc holding on to Spike, pinning his arns behind him

DOC
Then 1’1l send the | ady your
regrets.

Spi ke gi ves Dawn an agoni zed | ook.
SPI KE
(whi spers)
Doc pushes Spi ke over the edge.
DAV
(screans)
Aah! No!

Spi ke falls to the ground below, |ands amd a pile of bricks
and makes a pai ned face.

Cut to Aory falling to her knees. She | ooks up at Buffy,
gaspi ng, on the verge of tears.

GLORY
Stop it.

BUFFY
You' re a god.

Buffy hits A ory again. She falls on her back on the fl oor
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BUFFY
Make it stop.

Buf fy goes over to Gory, kneels beside her and hits her
several nore tinmes. We don’'t see GQory during this, just
Buffy as she slanms the hammer down over and over.

Now we see G ory, lying there with bl ood covering half her
face. She norphs into Ben. Buffy stops hitting.

BEN
[’ m sorry.

BUFFY
Tell her it’'s over. She m ssed
her shot.

(Ben wat ches her, not noving)
She goes. She ever, *ever* cones
near nme and mne again...

BEN
W won't. | swear.

Buf fy drops the hamer and hurries away.

Ben |ies there, gives a pained cough and smles painfully
but still doesn’'t nove.

BEN
| guess we’'re stuck with each
ot her, huh baby?

He breathes painfully. Gles cones over and kneel s beside him

G LES
Can you nove?

BEN
ed a ... a mnute. She coul d ve
killed ne.

G LES

No she couldn’t. Never. And
sooner or later Gory will re-
energe, and ... nake Buffy pay
for that nmercy. And the world
with her. Buffy even knows that...

(reaches into his

pocket, takes out his glasses)
and still she couldn’t take a
human life.

Shot of Ben |i stening.



G LES
She’s a hero, you see.
(Gles puts his
gl asses on)
She’ s not |ike us.

BEN
Us?

G | es suddenly reaches down and puts his hand over Ben's
nose and nouth, hol ding them shut. Ben struggles weakly as
Gles keeps himstill. Gles keeps his cal mexpression

t hr oughout .

Shot of the top of the tower. Sound of Dawn screani ng.
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Cut to close shot of Dawn’s stomach in the cerenoni al dress.

The knife cuts a thin slash through the material and the
skin. Dawn cries out and sobs in pain.

DOC
Shal | ow cuts. .
(Dawn cryi ng)
shal | ow cuts. .

He makes anot her cut and Dawn cries out again.

DOC
Let the blood ... flow ...

Shot of Dawn’s bare feet on the edge of the platform Bl ood
dri ps over her toes.

DOC
...free.
BUFFY
(09)
Dawn.
DAVN
(gaspi ng in pain)
Buf f y!

Doc whirls around as Buffy strides forward.

DOC
This shoul d be interesting.

Buf fy doesn’t even pause, just wal ks right past Doc, givVing
hima push as she goes. He falls over the edge. W can hear
himfaintly scream ng as Buffy goes to Dawn, who conti nues

cryi ng.
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BUFFY
Her e.

DAV
Buffy, it hurts.

Anot her shot of Dawn’s bl oody feet.

BUFFY
(085)
| got it. Come here. You' re gonna
be okay.

A few drops of Dawn’s bl ood drip over the edge. In mdair
they nmeet sonmething, and a snmall circle of Iight appears,
qui ckly grow ng.

Buffy | eads Dawn |inping across the platformto the tower
entrance. Dawn stops, turns to Buffy.

BUFFY
Go!

DAV
Buffy, it’s started.

Buffy turns. They can both see the |ight of the portal.
Shot of the portal grow ng ever |arger.

Shot of Sunnydale’s main street as a huge bolt of |ightning
opens an enornous hole in the mddle of the street. People
scream and run away.

Shot of the portal crackling and sendi ng out |ightning.

Shot of a large building being hit by |ightning and burning
to a shell in instants.

Shot of weird denon creatures in the walls of the building,
scream ng in pain.

Long shot of the tower with the portal hovering beside it.
Li ght ni ng continues to crackle out of it.

Cut to below. Gles stares upward. The ground shakes. The
crazies and mnions fall to the ground. Shot of Xander and
Anya hol di ng each other and staring up. Shot of WIIow and
Tara hol di ng each other and staring up, turning to | ook in
each other’s eyes.

Shot of Spike still recovering fromhis fall. He rolls aside
as a crack appears in the ground he’s |ying on.



Shot of Steven still unconscious, not noving or breathing.
Cut to Anya and Xander | ooki ng up.

ANYA
Xander !

Anya pushes Xander aside as a bolt of |ightning goes by and
a pile of bricks falls on Anya’ s head.

XANDER
Anyal

Shot of Anya |ying unnovi ng anong the bricks.
Shot of the portal continuing to do its destruction.

Cut to above. Buffy turns back to Dawn as Dawn conti nues
staring at the portal.

DAWN
(tearful)
[’ m sorry.
BUFFY

It doesn’'t natter.

Dawn tries to run past Buffy but Buffy grabs her.

BUFFY
What are you doi ng?
DAV
| have to junp. The energy.
BUFFY
[t’11 kill you.
DAV
(softly)
| know.
(Buffy staring at her)
Buffy, I know about the ritual. I

have to stop it.

BUFFY
No.

The tower shakes underneath them naking them both stunble.

DAV
| have to. Look at what’s happeni ng.

48.
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More |ightning crackles, even larger than before. Buffy
| ooks up. A huge dragon flies out of the portal and buzzes
the tower, flying away as they watch

DAV
Buf fy, you have to let nme go.
Bl ood starts it, and until the
bl ood stops flowing, it’ Il never
st op.

Buffy stares at Dawn in angui sh.

DAV
(tearfully)
You know you have to let ne. It
has to have the bl ood.

Buffy gets a realization | ook on her face.
Flash to Spi ke earlier in the episode.

SPI KE
Cause it’s always got to be bl ood.

Flash to Buffy and Dawn in the hospital at the end of "Bl ood
Ties." Buffy putting her hand to her wound, then pressing it
agai nst Dawn’ s bl oody hand.

BUFFY VO CEOVER
It’s Sumers blood. It’s just
i ke m ne.

Flash to Buffy earlier in this episode.
BUFFY
She’ s nme. The nonks made her out
of ne.
Flash to Buffy beside the fire in "Intervention."

FI RST SLAYER
Death is your gift.

BUFFY
Deat h. . .

Fl ash back to the present. Cl ose shot on Buffy' s face.

FI RST SLAYER VO CEOVER
...is your gift.

Buffy frowns. Turns around slowy.
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Shot of the platformextending into the air. In the
di stance, holes seemto be opening in the sky. The sky is
growing lighter as the sun tries to rise.

Buf fy | ooks peaceful. She turns back to Dawn, who stares
wi de- eyed.

DAVWN
Buffy ... no!
BUFFY
Dawni e, | have to.
DAVWN
No!
BUFFY
Listen to ne. Pl ease, there s not
alot of time, |listen.

The canera pulls out on the two of them Buffy hol ds Dawn by
t he upper arnms and continues talking to her, although we
don’t hear the words. Dawn begins to cry. Lightning
continues to crackle behind them

Cut back to close shot of Buffy. She strokes the side of
Dawn’s face, then kisses her on the cheek. Dawn conti nues to
cry.

Buffy turns. In slownotion, she runs down the platform as
Dawn stays there crying.

Buf fy swan-dives off the end of the platformand into the
portal .

Dawn wat ches, sobbi ng.

Buffy falls into the portal and hangs there notionl ess,
maki ng expressi ons of pain.

Long shot from bel ow of the portal withing and spitting.
Shot of Buffy’s face inside the portal.
Begin a | engthy voi ceover of Buffy’'s final words to Dawn.

BUFFY VO CEOVER
Dawn, listen to ne. Listen.

Shot of Dawn still crying on the platform
BUFFY VO CEOVER

| love you. I will *always* |ove
you.



51.

Shot of Buffy in the portal.

BUFFY VO CEOVER
But this is the work that | have
to do.

Long shot of the portal as it shrinks to nothi ngness and
di sappears. The sun begins to rise.

Cut to below. WIIlow and Tara, hol ding each other up, walk
forward. Behind them we can see Gles comng forward too,
and Xander holding Anya in his arnms. They all wal k forward,
staring at sonmething we can’t see.

BUFFY VO CEOVER
Tell Gles ... tell Gles |
figured it out. And, and |’ m okay.

The canera pulls back and we see they' re all | ooking at
Buffy's Iifeless body |lying amd the debris. In the
background we see Spike trying to cone forward, falling to
the ground as the sunlight hits him

Cut to closer shot of Spike, his face bl oodi ed.
Cut to closer shot of WIllow and Tara as WI Il ow begins to cry.

BUFFY VO CEOVER
And give ny love to ny friends.

Shot of Xander and Anya | ooking sadly at Buffy. Anya | owers
her head to Xander’s shoul der.

BUFFY VO CEOVER
You have to take care of them now.

Shot of G les | ooking sad.

BUFFY VO CEOVER
You have to take care of each other.

Gles begins to cry. Cut to Spike with his hands over his
face, sobbi ng.

BUFFY VO CEOVER
You have to be strong.

Cut to Dawn com ng slowy down the stairs, holding her
sides, spotting the others.

BUFFY VO CEOVER
Dawn, the hardest thing in this
world ... istoliveinit.



Dawn begins to cry again.
Cut to Buffy giving her speech to Dawn a few m nutes ago.

BUFFY
Be brave. Live.

Cut back to Dawn on the stairs.

BUFFY VA CEOVER
For ne.

Cut to: graveyard, day. It’s sunny and pretty with [ots of
trees and grass. Zoomin slowy on a headstone. A smal
bunch of flowers lies on the grass in front of it.

The headst one reads:

BUFFY ANNE SUMVERS

BELOVED S| STER

DEVOTED FRI END

SHE SAVED THE WORLD

A LOT
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Cut back to the rubble. W focus on Steven's body. W zoom

in, lingering on it for a second, as he lies still | ooking
at the canera.

Hi s eyes snap open.
Bl ackout .

Executi ve Producer: Joss Wedon.



