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COURSE OUTLINE

COURSE NAME:
Concepts For A Digital World


PROFESSOR:
Brian Richmond
PHONE: 416-415-5000 ext. 3438                                         
EMAIL: Each course section (CRN) of GSCI 1042 has its own email account which is to be used to communicate with the professor.  The Concepts For A Digital World course email address will be disclosed during the first class.  


Students must use the Concepts For A Digital World course email address to correspond with me.
EFFECTIVE DATE: 
September 2, 2008
COURSE CODE:
GSCI 1042
CREDIT HOURS:
42
PREREQUISITES:
None

COREQUISITES:
None
PLAR ELIGIBLE:
YES       
NOTE TO STUDENTS

Academic Departments at George Brown College will NOT retain historical copies of Course Outlines.  We urge you to retain this Course Outline for your future reference.


EQUITY STATEMENT

George Brown College values the talents and contributions of its students, staff and community partners and seeks to create a welcoming environment where equity, diversity and safety of all groups are fundamental.  Language or activities which are inconsistent with this philosophy violate the College policy on the Prevention of Discrimination and Harassment and will not be tolerated.  The commitment and cooperation of all students and staff are required to maintain this environment.  Information and assistance are available through your Chair, Student Affairs, the Student Association or the Human Rights Advisor.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

Students should obtain a copy of the Student Handbook and refer to it for additional information regarding the grading system, withdrawals, exemptions, class assignments, missed tests and exams, supplemental privileges, and academic dishonesty.  Students are required to apply themselves diligently to the course of study, and to prepare class and homework assignments as given.  Regular attendance, though not a requirement, is strongly advised.  Past student performance shows a strong relationship between regular attendance and success.
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Concepts For A Digital World is an interdisciplinary course through which students develop an understanding of the use of computer-based information technologies and their impact on work; the acquisition and communication of knowledge; organizational behaviour; and society. During this course, students examine the evolution, application, and impact of computer-based information technologies through reading assignments, case studies, films/videos, research, and use of information technologies.


COURSE OUTCOMES & OBJECTIVES

	1.  Demonstrate commitment to learning.

	· Attend classes on time and fully. 

	· Participate in class.

	· Read assigned textbook chapters as required.

	· Complete assignments as required.

	· Complete tests as required.

	· Participate in course related activities which occur outside of class.

	2.  Demonstrate ability to follow instructions.

	· Complete assignments accurately. 

	3.  Demonstrate ability to manage time.

	· Complete assignments on time. 

	4.  Demonstrate ability to independently learn.

	· Complete reading assignments and pass related tests.

	· Conduct research.

	· Complete assignments.

	· Express independent learning orally, in writing, and through the use of information technology

	5.  Demonstrate ability to use information technology and systems.

	· Use of a computer, software and the internet to do course work.

	· Establish a GSCI 1042 course email account and use it to communicate with the course professor and to submit assignments.

	· Establish a GSCI 1042 course website and use it to present information.

	· Use of the GSCI 1042 course online discussion group to post comments.

	6.  Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the technical aspects of information technology and systems.

	· Express, communicate and discuss knowledge and understanding of the technical aspects of various information technologies orally, in writing, and through the use of information technology.

	· Use of a computer, software, and the internet to do course work.

	· Use of student’s own GSCI 1042 course email account to communicate and submit assignments.

	· Use of student’s own GSCI 1042 course website to present information.

	· Use the GSCI 1042 course online discussion group/BLOG to participate in the course.

	7.  Demonstrate  knowledge of the history, development, application and impact of information technology and systems.

	· Express, communicate and discuss knowledge and understanding of the history, development, application and impact of information technology orally, in writing, and through the use of information technology and systems.

	· Express, communicate and discuss knowledge and understanding of technological, environmental, legal, political, cultural, moral, ethical and social issues associated with the information technology and systems.

	· Express, communicate and discuss scientific research and development and their application to the development and application of information technology and systems.

	· Express, communicate and discuss the effect of information technology and systems on the relationships between individuals and groups.

	· Express, communicate and discuss the changing nature of work and the economy, and challenges for the individual and society, due to the development and application of information technology and systems.

	· Express, communicate and discuss knowledge and understanding of the impact of information technology and systems on freedom of information, intellectual property rights, privacy, work, social services, health services, financial services, business, trade, the global economy, government and public policy.

	8.  Demonstrate ability to do research.

	· Search for, collect, verify, analyze, and organize data and information.

	· Provide factual support and traceable references for assertions and answers to questions.

	9.  Demonstrate critical thinking.

	· Demonstrate Inductive reasoning.

	· Demonstrate Deductive reasoning


ESSENTIAL EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS: 

As mandated by the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities essential employability skills (EES) will be addressed throughout all programs of study.  Students will have the opportunity to learn (L) specific skills, to practice (P) these skills, and/or be evaluated (E) on the EES outcomes in a variety of courses.  The EES include communication, numeracy, critical thinking & problem solving, information management, interpersonal and personal skills.  The faculty for this course has indicated which of the EES are either Learned (L), Practiced (P) or Evaluated (E) in this course:

	Skill
	T
	P
	E

	Communicate clearly orally, in writing, and with presentation technology
	
	X
	X

	Reframe ideas and concepts to demonstrate understanding using narrative, numerical, symbolical forms
	
	X
	X

	Apply mathematical techniques
	
	
	

	Use the computer to perform tasks
	X
	X
	X

	Interact and work in teams to achieve goals
	
	X
	X

	Apply critical thinking in problem solving and making decisions
	X
	X
	X

	Collect, analyze, and organize information
	
	X
	X

	Evaluate information based on quantitative and/or qualitative data
	
	X
	X

	Create innovative strategies and/or products that meet identified needs
	
	X
	

	Manage time and other resources to attain goals
	
	X
	X

	Take responsibility for own actions
	
	X
	X

	Adapt to new situations and demands
	
	X
	

	Assess own skills, knowledge, and experience
	
	X
	


DELIVERY METHODS

Lecture, collaborative work, online learning, independent study, research, assignments, class discussion, information technology, handouts, and audio-visual.

TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER TEACHING AIDS

Required Text:
No textbook is required but reading assignments will be given which will require accessing material at the library, through the Internet, and elsewhere.
Other resources:
Audio-visual materials, films/videos, Internet, handouts, etc.

MISSED TERM WORK, TESTS, OR EXAMINATIONS

Exemption from, or deferral of, a test, term exam, or final examination is not permitted except for a serious and verifiable medical illness or personal emergency.  The professor must be notified by e-mail prior to the date of the test, term exam, or final examination. Appropriate and verifiable documentation, as determined by the professor, must be submitted. 
Any student who either misses the midterm exam or does not hand in a paper and who provides acceptable documentation of illness or other serious problem will have the missed percentage of the course mark added to the weighting of the final exam. There will be no make-up tests, exams, or assignments. 
Absence from final exam:

(Professor must be notified by e-mail before the examination

(Documentation must be presented to the professor within three working days.
(If the majority of the course work has been completed with a passing performance, and the documentation is acceptable, an "Incomplete" grade (INC) will be entered by the instructor.  An INC grade will not be granted if term work was missed or failed.

(The final examination must be written within 60 days of the submission of the incomplete grade.  Failure to do this will result in an F grade. 
.
ASSIGNMENT and QUIZ/TEST/EXAM POLICY

· There may be an assignment or test questions given for any content; read, shown, distributed, discussed, referred to, assigned, etc., in or for any class.  Quizzes/tests/exams or assignments may require your attendance in class to be eligible for you to complete and/or submit an assignment and/or take a quiz/test or portion of a quiz/test for evaluation.   If an assignment/quiz/test/exam or portion of a an assignment/quiz/test/exam is based on  audio/film/video presented in class, you are required to be present, in class, conscious, and paying attention to the content for the whole audio/film/video in order to be eligible to submit a related assignment for evaluation, and/or take a related quiz/test/exam or have a related portion of a quiz/test/exam evaluated, and/or give a related presentation. For example, if the audio/film/video is 1 1/2 hours long, you are expected to be in the classroom, awake, and paying attention to the audio/film/video for the full duration of the audio/film/video. Class attendance will be taken or noted.  Lateness for the beginning of a audio/film/video or absence during a audio/film/video will be considered as an absence from viewing the audio/film/video and will result in your being ineligible to complete and/or submit the related assignment and/or take a related quiz/test or related portion of a quiz/test for evaluation.  An exception to this policy may be granted if the audio/film/video is available from another source: If absent for the showing of the audio/film/video, to be eligible to complete and/or submit the assignment and/or take the quiz/test or portion of a quiz/test for evaluation,  physical proof of alternate access and viewing of the specific audio/film/video which you were absent for is to be provided at the next scheduled class, in the form of a dated original receipt, for purchasing/borrowing/rental/viewing of the audio/film/video.   The audio/film/video content of this course is not available from the college library, some of it may be available from the internet, public libraries, rental stores, or for sale by stores such as HMV, SAMS, etc.

· There may be an assignment given in each week of the course and the inter-session week.

· Assignments may be distributed in class and/or posted on the class specific GSCI 1042 course website.

· Some assignments, because they are part of the learning process, will not contribute to the final grade and are still expected to be completed and submitted by the due date and time.  Marks may be deducted for non-submission of  these assignments.

· You are responsible for ensuring that your work is completed as required, fully and accurately, before submitting it.  Submitted assignments which are difficult to read and/or contain significant and/or contain numerous errors may be rejected and/or receive a grade of zero.
· Assignments, including presentations, are to be completed and submitted and/or presented as and when required.   Deadlines are strictly enforced and missing an assignment submission and/or presentation deadline will result in a grade of zero for the assignment and/or presentation which was not submitted and/or presented by/on the due date and time.  There are no makeup assignments and/or presentations available.

· There is zero tolerance for any plagiarism.  Plagiarism will result in a grade of F for the course.
· Email to the GSCI 1042 professor is to be sent only from your GSCI 1042 course student email account and no attachments are to be included with your email.  Any email sent which includes an attachment will be deleted without opening.  If the email is an assignment submission, and it contains an attachment, it will be deleted and will result in a grade of zero for that assignment.
· Quizzes/tests are to be written at the scheduled time and place.

· A quiz/test may be given at any time during the scheduled class.

· In order to receive a quiz/test/exam/assignment and/or have a quiz/test/exam/assignment or presentation evaluated, photo-id may be required to prove/confirm the identity of a person as a registered student in the pertinent class.  Any student who participates in misleading the College as to the true identity of a student and/or their eligibility to receive, write or submit a quiz/test/exam/assignment or give a presentation will be dealt with in accordance with the course and college’s policies.  Any student who uses a substitute for the purpose of writing a quiz, test, exam, or assignment of giving a presentation will, at the minimum, receive a grade of F for the course and further action, in accordance with the college’s policies regarding academic dishonesty, will be taken.

· Each student will provide their own 2H pencil and a gum eraser for use during quizzes/tests.

· During a test, the only items allowed on the desk, and to be used during the test, are; a pencil, eraser, and those supplied by the professor.

· If anyone is late for a quiz/test/exam, they will only be allowed to write the test if no one has left the classroom between the beginning of the test and their arrival.  If anyone who is late is allowed to write the quiz/test/exam, they will only have the time remaining for the test to complete it.

· A missed assignemtn/quiz/test/exam/presentation will receive a grade of zero.  There are no makeup assignments/quizzes/tests/exams/presentations for those which are missed, or for the purpose of improving a mark or grade.  There may be an exception for extremely exceptional circumstances for a missed quiz/test/exam but not for an assignment or presentation.  Any request for a makeup quiz/test/exam must be made in writing and submitted to the course professor.  Documentation for medical and other absences will be required for consideration of any request for the opportunity to write a makeup quiz/test.  The documentation must include the date the document was written, the reason for the absence from the quiz/test/exam, the name and signature of the person who has written the document, a phone number where the person who has written the document can be reached and a separate letter of permission authorizing the course professor or designate to verify and discuss the content of the documentation with the writer of the documentation. If permission to write a makeup quiz/test/exam is given, all makeup quizzes/tests/exams will be written only during the last class of the semester.   Refer to further information under the course outline heading: “MISSED TERM WORK, TESTS, OR EXAMINATIONS”, located above.

GSCI 1042 WEB SITE and EMAIL Assignment

· It is a requirement of the GSCI 1042 course that each and every student will establish a Yahoo Geocities website and Yahoo email account in accordance with the assignment instructions you are provided with.
· Assignment 1 must be completed before any subsequent assignments.

· Your actual, working, passwords for the Yahoo email and website you establish for the GSCI 1042 course are to be provided to the professor.

· The GSCI 1042 course professor may access your GSCI 1042 course email and website for purposes related to the GSCI 1042 course.

· After the deadline for the completion of assignment 1, only your GSCI 1042 course Yahoo email address is to be used to communicate with the GSCI 1042 course professor except for unusual circumstances such as your inability to log into your GSCI 1042 course Yahoo email account.

· Your GSCI 1042 course Yahoo email address and username is to be used to communicate about the GSCI 1042 course with the GSCI 1042 course professor and students.

· Email to the GSCI 1042 professor is to be sent only from your GSCI 1042 course student email account and no attachments are to be included with your email.  Any email sent which includes an attachment will be deleted without opening.  If the email is an assignment submission, and it contains an attachment, it will be deleted and will result in a grade of zero for that assignment.
· Your GSCI 1042 website will be used to display content related only to the GSCI 1042 course.  

EVALUATION 





 
                % of final grade
Assignments (not including the presentation)



 


   50%

(Assignment 1 must be completed before subsequent assignments.  Assignments not submitted

by their deadline will receive a grade of zero.)

Presentation










   40%

(Presentations will be given by teams, no individual presentations.  Not presenting when scheduled 

will result in a grade of zero for this assignment. All students are required to attend and participate.)

Participation/Attendance (More than 3 absences for any reason will result in a grade of 0% for this.)
   10%
Total Grade (Assignments + Presentation + Participation/Attendance)




 100%

Bonus Assignment









   10%

The bonus assignment is optional and, if completed in accordance with the assignment’s requirements, will be added to the total grade achieved through completing the course tests and assignments.

*NOTE:  This evaluation plan is subject to revision by the course professor as circumstances require.
   Grades are subject to revision due to errors, omissions, re-evaluation, plagiarism, etc.

CHEATING and PLAGIARISM

Excerpt from the College Policy on Academic Dishonesty

The minimal consequence for submitting a plagiarized, purchased, contracted, or in any manner inappropriately negotiated or falsified assignment, test, essay, project, or any evaluated material will be a grade of zero on that material.

GSCI 1042 COURSE POLICIES REGARDING CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM

· Cheating is an extremely serious academic offence and will be dealt with severely.

· In order to receive a quiz/test/exam/assignment and/or have that quiz/test/exam/assignment evaluated, photo-id may be required to prove/confirm the identity of a person as a registered student in the pertinent class.  Any student who participates in misleading the College as to the true identity of a student and/or their eligibility to receive, write or submit a quiz/test/exam/assignment will be dealt with in accordance with the college’s policies.  Impersonation or participating in impersonation may result in a grade of F for the course, and/or expulsion from the college, and/or criminal charges.

· Anyone found to have cheated, or who has assisted someone to cheat, on an assignment, quiz/test, exam, or other work submitted for evaluation and/or grading, will, depending on the type and severity of cheating, receive a grade of zero for that assignment, quiz/test/, or exam, or an F  (Failure) for the course.   The penalty for any instance of cheating which involves plagiarism will receive a grade of F (Failure) for the course.

· Cheating on an quiz/test/exam/assignment may also result in a grade of F (FAILURE) for the course regardless of any marks already achieved. A grade of F (Failure) for the course will be assigned for a second occurrence of cheating by the same person.  A grade of F (Failure) for the course will be assigned for any occurrence of plagiarism (see plagiarism policy below).

· There is zero tolerance for plagiarism.  Plagiarism of any content submitted will result in very serious negative consequences.  Regardless of whether plagiarism is intentional or unintentional, any work submitted which contains plagiarized content will result in a grade of F (FAILURE) for the course.  Plagiarism includes but is not limited to presenting and/or submitting work which is represented as your own but is not of your own creation such as; copied content from printed or electronic media (including the internet), use of another student’s work, etc.

· Cheating or Plagiarism may also result in termination of enrollment at the College. It is your responsibility to inform yourself about plagiarism and how to avoid it. 

·  Plagiarism and GBC Plagiarism Policy: http://www.gbrownc.on.ca/saffairs/stusucc/plagiarism/crimeofthecentuary.html
GRADING SYSTEM

	A+     90-100
	B+    77-79
	C+    67-69
	D+    57-59
	

	A       85-89
	B      73-76
	C      63-66
	D      50-56
	

	A-      80-84
	B-     70-72
	C-     60-62
	F       Below 50
	


COURSE SCHEDULE 

Note: Schedule and content is approximate and may vary as circumstances dictate.  Not all films and audio-visual content listed in the Chapter/Reference section will be shown in class.  There may be additional film, audio-visual and other content added to the list of Chapter/Reference materials.  Alternative content may be used for any class.  There may be an assignment or test questions given for any content read, shown, distributed, discussed, referred to, etc., in or for any class.  In order to qualify for a grade for any assignment related to the content of any class, such as a film/video, you must be present and participating in class for the full duration of that content.  
	Week
	Topic

	Chapter/Reference
	Assignment/Test

	Class
1
	· Course Introduction.

· Course Website.

· Course Outline.

· Course Evaluation.

· Course Policies.

· Course Textbook.

· Email account and website Assignment.
	· Course website.

· Yahoo Geocities website.

· Email and Website setup instructions.

· Audio-visual instruction.
	CFADW student Email and Website Assignment:

In accordance with specific instructions supplied by the course professor, each student is required to establish a website and  email account for the GSCI 1042 course.  The establishment of the email account and website are necessary to facilitate course related communication and enable completion of course assignments.

Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.



	Class
2
	· Direction of late registrants to the course website for course information.

· Review of students’ experiences with completing the website and email setup.

· Thomas A. Edison.

· Nikola Tesla.
	· Course website.

· Students’ GSCI 1042 course websites.

· Film: Edison

· Film: TESLA Master of Lightning (87 Min).

· PBS Website: http://www.pbs.org/tesla/ll/index.html

· Film: The Story of Electricity.
	Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.

	Class

3
	· Technologies such as the telephone, radio, electronic music, television,  space travel, alternative energy, etc., which developed from the  ideas and inventions of people such as; Samuel F. B. Morse, Alexander Graham Bell, Elisha Gray, Thomas Edison, Antonio Meucci, Nikola Tesla, Philo Farnsworth, John Logie Baird, Marconi, and other inventors and innovators, and their influences and effects on   individuals and society.

· Presentation partners will be assigned and the schedule will be posted by next class on the class website.
	· Course website.

· Websites.

· Various audio visual materials.
	Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.

	Class
4
	· Computer Pioneers.

· Various factors which influenced the development of the electronic digital computer

· World War II, Cryptology, Enigma, the development, application and impact of the electronic digital computer.

· Government investment in the development of information technology.

· The development of the electronic digital computer beginning at the end of WWII and ending at the beginning of the development of the personal computer.
· Presentation topics will be discussed.
	· Course website.

· Websites.

· Film: The Machine That Changed The World – Giant Brains. http://ei.cs.vt.edu/~history/TMTCTW.html

· Film: Breaking The Codes – The Rise Of The Enigma.

· Film: Breaking The Codes – Triumph Of The Codebreakers.

· Film: Secrets of War: The Ultimate Enigma.

· Online Book: Security Engineering;  Chapter 5; http://www.cl.cam.ac.uk/~rja14/Papers/SE-05.pdf
· Film: The Machine That Changed The World – Inventing The Future. http://ei.cs.vt.edu/~history/TMTCTW.html

· Film: The SAGE military computer.

· Film: Star Wars Dreams.

· Film: The Apollo Legacy.
	Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.

	Class
5
	· The development of the personal computer and the rivalry between Apple, IBM, Microsoft, and other companies.
	· Course website.

· Websites.

· Film: The Machine That Changed The World – The Paperback Computer. http://ei.cs.vt.edu/~history/TMTCTW.html

· Film: Triumph of The Nerds – Parts 1, 2, 3.

· Film: Pirates of Silicon Valley.
	Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.

	Class
6
	· The development, application and impact of the Internet.

· The development of the credit card and application of information technology to the credit card industry.

· E-Commerce.

· The  application of information technology to the commodities and stock markets. 
	· Course website.

· Websites.

· Film: Electric Money – Part 1: The Credit Card.

· Film: Diners Club International 50th Anniversary DVD

· Film: Electric Money – Part 2: The Stock Market.
	Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.

	Class

7
	· Cybercrime.
	· Course website.

· Websites.

· Film: Wargames.

· Film:  The Net.

· Film: Hackers.

· Film: Office Space.

· Film: Track Down.

· Film: Superhighway Robbery.

· Film: Debit Card fraud in Canada.

· Film: Internet security.

· Film: Music Piracy.

· Film: Video Piracy.

· Film: World of Business; Infotech News

· Film: To Catch A Predator


	Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.

	Class

8
	· Cyber-Romance

· Social Networking
	· Course website.

· Websites.

· Film: Desk Set.

· Film:  The Net.

· Film: Wargames

· Film: Click Me!

· Film: O.Com.

· Film: The Love Machine.

· Film: You’ve Got Mail.

· Film: To Catch A Predator (Dateline NBC)

· Film: Growing Up Online (PBS Frontline)

· Film: SPAM: The Documentary

· Film: Cell Phone: The Ring Heard Around The World (CBC Doc Zone)
	Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.

	Class

9
	· Electronic Music

and/or

· Video Games
	· Return of the DJ Allstars (music)

· Film: Scratch

· Film: Modulations

· Film: Mixmasters

· Film: Haack: The King of Techno

· OHM (music)

· Film: Moog

· Film: Les Paul: Chasing Sound

· Film: Wired For Sound: A Guitar Odyssey

· Film: Theremin
· Film: Gamer Revolution

· Film: Game On: Gamer Revolutions

· Film: 2006 Spike TV Video Game Awards (http://www.spike.com/show/23733
· Film: Hollywood Power Players (CBC Venture)
	Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.

	Class 10
	· Cybernetics. And The Future
	· Film: Gamer Revolution

· Film: Game On: Gamer Revolutions
· Film: 2006 Spike TV Video Game Awards (http://www.spike.com/show/23733
· Film: Hollywood Power Players (CBC Venture)

· Course website.

· Textbook.

· Film: The Machine That Changed The World – The Thinking Machine. http://ei.cs.vt.edu/~history/TMTCTW.html

· Film: The Machine That Changed The World – The World at your Fingertips. http://ei.cs.vt.edu/~history/TMTCTW.html

· Film: The Outer Limits; The Hundred Days Of The Dragon (Robot-like)

· Film: Lost in Space; The War of The Robots.

· Film: Twilight Zone: Family Values.

· Film: Robocop.

· Film: The Transformers: The Movie.

· Film: Menno’s Mind (Power.Com).

· Film: Cyber-Tracker.

· Film: The Matrix series of films.

· Film: Circuit Breaker.

· Film:  2001

· Film: 2010

· Film: Kronos

· Film: The Terminator series.

· Film: A Problem With Fear.

· Film: Replikator, Cloned To Kill.

· Film: Battlestar Galactica

· Film:  I, Robot.

· Film: Star Wars Dreams.

· Film: Jaron Lanier interview.

· Film: Andromeda: The Sum of It’s Parts.
	Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.

	Class 11
	· Students’ Presentations
	· Course website.

· Websites.

· Students’ work.
	Presentations.

Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.

	Class 12
	· Students’ Presentations
	· Course website.

· Websites.

· Students’ work.
	Presentations.

Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.

	Class 13
	· Students’ Presentations
	· Course website.

· Websites.

· Students’ work.
	Presentations.

Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.

Bonus assignment (Additional 10%).

	Class 14
	· Students’ Presentations
	· Course website.

· Websites.

· Students’ work.


	Presentations.

Assignment pertaining to the course and this week’s class content.
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